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Sunday, May 31
Mass - 9:00 am

Pancake Breakfast - after 9:00 am Mass
Mass - 11:30 am
Mass - 5:30 pm

Receiving Yard Sale Donations 
after all Masses

Monday, June 1
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am

Mass - 9:00 am
Hispanic Choir Practice - 6:00 pm

A Night of Vision (at Holy Spirit) - 6:00 pm
Choir (9:00 am Sunday) Practice - 7:00 pm

Spanish Charismatic Group - 7:00 pm

 Tuesday, June 2
Word & Communion Service/
Liturgy of the Hours - 9:00 am

Weekly Walking Group - 10:00 am
Safe Car Team Meeting - 2:00 pm

Life, Justice, & Peace Committee Meeting - 3:00 pm
WICS - 6:00 pm

Groupo de Oracion - 7:00 pm

Wednesday, June 3
Mass - 9:00 am

Backpack Buddies Setup - 9:30 am
Yard Sale Committee Meeting - 5:00 pm
Choir (Truthful Reign) Practice - 7:00 pm

Thursday, June 4
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am

Adult Faith Formation Committee Meeting - 11:00 am
Funeral for Warren Hoffman - 11:00 am
Creation Care Team Meeting - 1:00 pm

Hora Santa Holy Hour - 3:00 pm
Mass - 6:30 pm

Choir (Sunday 11:30) Practice - 7:00 pm

Friday, June 5
Mass (First Friday) -  9:00 am

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament - 9:45 am
Choir (Filipino) Practice - 7:00 pm
La Misa en Español - 7:30 pm

Hispanic Charismatic Prayer - 8:30 pm

Saturday, June 6
Spring Cleaning - 9:00 am

Diaper Distribution - 10:00 am
Reconciliation - 4:00 pm

Mass - 5:30 pm
Receiving yard sale items after Mass

Sunday, May 31
Choir Rehearsal (Swahili) 

Swahili Community 
SVDP (Spanish)

Youth Confirmation 
Sacramental Prep 

Choir (12:30) Rehearsal
Adult Faith Formation/Bible Study 

Rosario 

Monday, June 1
Food Pantry - 1:00 pm
Rosario del Migrante 

A Night of Vision - 6:00 pm
Youth Group 

Grandparent Bible Study (Spanish)
Children’s Choir

Tuesday, June 2
Adult Confirmation 

Small Christian Community 
Centro Rendu 

Grupo de Oracion 
Choir (12:30 Spanish) Rehearsal

Terrific Tuesday Meals

Wednesday, June 3
Young Adult Group (Spanish)

Bible Study (Spanish)
RCIA/OCIA 

Cursillos 
Childrens’ Dance Practice - 
(traditional Mexican dances)

Thursday, June 4
Apologetics Bible Study (Spanish)

Small Christian Communities (Spanish) 

Friday, June 5
Grupo de Oracion 

Baptism Class (Spanish)
Base Ecclesial Groups (Spanish)

 Saturday, June 6
Formacion Para Quinceanera - 4:00 pm 
Sacramental Prep/Catequesis Familiar 

Small Christian Community 

Please call 253-859-0444 
for event  & Mass times.

This Week in Our Parish Family



If you haven’t yet made your gift, please prayerfully
consider a contribution to the 2026 Annual Catholic
Appeal.  Your support goes beyond funding ministries
that serve those in need, and it also directly sustains
the staff of Family 30 and Fathers Chad and Crispin
every day.

With your generosity, we can simplify workloads,
strengthen communication, and advance evangelization
efforts across Western Washington.  Together, we
make the mission possible.

Here is where we are today with St. John the Baptist:

Please consider the Archdiocesan average gift of $575
as reference.  Any funds received beyond our goal will
be directed to Family 30 Parish for projects that
enhance accessibility and safety at St. John the Baptist
Parish.

                 It’s easy to give to the 2026 Annual Catholic 
                 Appeal.  Scan the QR code or visit 
                 archseattle.org/giveaca.  Envelopes are
                 also in the pews for your prayerful 
                 reflection.

those who are sick:
Andrea Chay
Gary Shimik

Jim Singleton

Goal: $136,718

YUM!
Pancake Breakfast

Sunday, May 31
after 9:00 am Mass

Three Special Masses 
Honoring the Sacred Heart

Family 30 will celebrate the Solemnity of
the Sacred Heart of  Jesus and joins the 
U.S. Bishops in the consecration of  the 
United States to the Sacred Heart of  
Jesus with three special Masses:

English Mass at St. John the Baptist
on June 11 at 6:30 pm
English Mass at Holy Spirit
on June 12 at 9:00 am
Spanish Mass at St. John the Baptist
on June 12 at 7:30 pm

Parishioners are also invited to participate in the novena
beginning June 2.  Scan the QR code on our attached
flyer to access the novena prayers in both English and
Spanish.

Prepared to Serve: 
Eucharistic Minister Commissioning

Thank you to all of the Eucharistic Ministers who attended
our Liturgical Minister training sessions last week.  Now
that you have completed your training, you are ready to
be commissioned.

                        Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
                          Communion, more commonly known as 
                             Eucharistic Ministers, are formally 
                            authorized to assist in the distribution of 
                          the Eucharist.  Because priests and          
                         deacons are the Ordinary Ministers of
                        Holy Communion, laypersons must 
receive an official mandate from the bishop or pastor
to serve in this sacred ministry.  This commissioning
ensures that ministers receive proper theological and
practical formation and are prepared to handle the
consecrated Body and Blood of Christ with reverence and
care.

The commissioning of ministers will take place at all
Masses on June 7, 2026, the Solemnity of The Most Holy
Body and Blood of Christ.  All ministers are asked to
attend one of these Masses in order to be commissioned.

If you are unable to attend, please contact Laurie
Moloney at the parish office for further instructions.

Please Pray for

55% of  goal
163 donors
13.3% of  1,219 
registered 

 households
Pledges (5/28/26): 

$75,128

those who have died:
Kerren Rhea (mother of Trish Hanson)

Holy Spirit Parish will be holding a Spanish Healing Mass
at the same time as our regularly scheduled First Friday
Spanish Mass on June 5, 2026.  Therefore, there will be
no First Friday Spanish Mass at St. John the Baptist
for the month of June.

Our First Friday Mass in English will still be celebrated at
9:00 am followed by Adoration.

We appreciate your understanding and invite parishioners
to attend the Healing Mass at Holy Spirit Parish.

 First Friday Mass 
June 5

https://archseattle.org/give-serve/giving-opportunities/annual-catholic-appeal/aca-2026-5/


Answering the Call of Stewardship
Through the Backpack Buddy Ministry

By Andrea Shimek 
(Backpack Buddies Coordinator)

As the school year comes to a close, we are 
filled with gratitude for the faithful stewardship
and success of our Backpack Buddy ministry. 

This ministry, rooted in our call to serve and care for one
another, has made a meaningful difference in the lives of
local children and families. Each week, backpacks filled
with nourishing, kid-friendly food were sent home with
students who might otherwise go without food over the
weekend. Through this simple yet powerful act, we have
lived out Christ’s message of love in action.

This year, the program reached an average of 43 students
each week, ensuring that dozens of children had consistent
access to food when school meals were unavailable. Over
the course of the school year, volunteers lovingly packed
more than 1,400 food bags, filled with a total of over
32,200 individual food items! These numbers represent
far more than statistics—they reflect care and dignity for
every child served.

Equally inspiring is the incredible generosity of our parish
community. More than 75 parishioners supported
Backpack Buddy through monetary or food item
donation. 10–15 regular dedicated volunteers faithfully
showed up week after week to organize supplies, pack
bags, pick up needed items, or transport bags to the
school.  Their commitment has been the heartbeat of this
ministry.

As we head into the summer months, we will temporarily
pause donation collection. We extend our deepest
gratitude to everyone who contributed their time, talent,
and treasure to make Backpack Buddy a success. This
program is a beautiful reminder that when we come
together in faith and service, we can achieve extraordinary
things. May your summer be filled with the joy of God’s
presence and many abundant blessings.     

Donate, Shop, 
and Support Our Parish!

Our Yard Sale is a little less than four weeks away!
Donations are being accepted through Sunday, June
21, 2026 after all Masses.  Remember, there MUST be
someone at the McMullen Center to receive donations.
Please be reminded - do not leave items if there are no
attendants present to receive them.  Thank you for
helping us keep the donation area organized and safe.

For a complete list of items that can and cannot be
accepted, please visit sjtbcc.org. 

We are also looking for volunteers to help 
make this event a success!  From pre-sorting
donations to setup and cleanup, we welcome
helpers of all kinds.  If you would like to be 
part of this exciting fundraising event that 
supports Family 30 financially, please visit sjtbcc.org for
more information or scan the QR code

You Don’t Have to Grieve Alone

A 9-week Grief Support Program is being offered by
Family 30’s Grief Ministry.  Walking Through Grief is an
educational and inspirational program that offers
support, comfort, and hope to those experiencing the
loss of a loved one. This program is offered free of
charge.
 

June 3, 2026 - July 29, 2026
 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm each Wednesday evening

Meetings are online via Zoom 
 
Over nine weekly sessions, participants will find
support, understanding, and hope while learning about
the journey through grief.  Each session features
professionally produced videos with grief experts and
personal stories from individuals who share their own
experiences of loss and healing.  Weekly sessions
include a focused topic, gentle group discussion, and
simple workbook reflections to continue between
meetings. Participants will receive a workbook, along
with helpful tools, handouts, and articles to support
them along the way.
 
To learn more about Walking Through Grief, go to
walkingthroughgrief.com/.  
 
To register, please contact Frank Hammock at the
parish office.  Additional information, including the
Zoom link, handouts, and other materials will be shared
after you are registered.
 
Note that this program is led by facilitators and not
counselors.  Participants are encouraged to seek
professional counseling if they feel they need further
support in their grief beyond the scope of this program.

Come Help Our Church Shine!
Although our spring cleaning might be a bit 
overdue, it’s never too late to lend a hand! On
Saturday, June 6, and Friday, June 12, 2026, 
we’re inviting all hands on deck to help make 
our church shine.
Most projects, such as washing windows and
tidying chairs, will be indoors, but we’ll also
have outdoor tasks. There’s something for
everyone: team projects, solo tasks, and
plenty in between. It’s a fun and rewarding way to care
for our parish home while spending time together and
building community. Please join us!

Join with fellow Catholic police and fire chaplains to pray
together in our tradition and debrief  incidents, callouts,
and pastoral encounters.  Zoom meetings are the first
Wednesdays of the month from 6:00pm to 7:00pm.

To register and receive the Zoom link, please email Joe
Cotton at joe.cotton@seattlearch.org.

https://sjtbcc.org/yard-sale-volunteers/
https://sjtbcc.org/yard-sale-volunteers/
http://walkingthroughgrief.com/


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS ON THE BACK OF THIS BULLETIN

Send corrections and bulletin content to: 
Rose McAvoy at communications@sjtbcc.org (for St. John the Baptist bulletin) or 

Rose McAvoy at communications@holyspiritkent.org (for Holy Spirit bulletin). 
Please send us content at least two (2) weeks before publication. 

For St. John the Baptist questions/comments, email Rose at bulletin@sjtbcc.org
The articles in this bulletin, as well as those in past bulletins, were written by human hands and refined with the assistance of AI. 

 

Dear Parish Family,

In December 2021, I was blessed to step into the role of  your bulletin editor.  After almost five
years, I feel it is time to pass this responsibility on to someone new.  My final edition of  the
bulletin will be this issue, May 30 - 31, 2026.

These past four years and five months have truly been a joy.  Serving in this role has given me
the opportunity to experience so many new things, to meet incredible people, and to form
meaningful friendships that I will always treasure.

I am deeply grateful to everyone who contributed stories and content to the bulletin.  Your
dedication, creativity, and especially your patience through revisions helped shape each edition
into something we could all be proud of.

A very special thank you goes to those who worked behind the scenes to ensure the bulletin
was its very best - Mary Petersen, Rita Rydberg, Bonnie Sawyer, and Kathleen Williams.
Your careful proofreading, attention to detail, and commitment to excellence made all the
difference.  Without you, we would surely have had our share of  wrong dates, misspelled
names, and more than a few extra spaces in a sentence!

I also want to extend my heartfelt appreciation to the staff  at St. John the Baptist - especially
Rose McAvoy, Laurie Moloney, Kathy Wickward, and Joan Williamson - for your constant
support and for graciously enduring my late-night emails and texts.  I’d be remiss if  I didn’t
thank the staff  of  Holy Spirit, who patiently endured my many texts and emails throughout this
process.

While I will certainly miss the deep satisfaction that comes from seeing the finished bulletin
each week, I admit I won’t miss the many long hours in front of  the computer!  That said, I look
forward to continuing my other ministries here at St. John the Baptist and exploring new ways
to stay involved in our parish community.

You will be in very good hands after my departure.  Our very own Rose McAvoy will be
serving as the new bulletin editor.  Many of  you already know Rose and the many talents she
brings to St. John the Baptist, and I know you will offer her the same kindness, support, and
dedication that you have so generously given to me.

It has truly been a privilege to share with you the gifts God has given me.  Thank you for
allowing me to serve you in this way.

Serving with you in Christ,
Pat Defiesta

mailto:communications@sjtbcc.org
mailto:communications@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:bulletin@sjtbcc.org
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Mass Times & Confessions

Our Mission
United in the Holy Spirit, we are a

multicultural community celebrating Mass in
four languages as we strive to live humility,
gentleness, patience, bearing one another
through love, striving to preserve unity of

the spirit through the bond of peace:
one body, one spirit, one Lord, one faith,

one baptism, one God.
-Ephesians 4:1-6

Monday to Friday 8:00a to 5:00p
Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday - Closed

Stewardship is a way of life, and the
diversity of our gifts is used to answer

Christ’s call to proclaim and live the Gospel.

Gather in God’s Name!
Grow in God’s Time!
Go in God’s Spirit!

Tuesday to Friday 9:00a to 4:00p
Saturday from 10:00a to 3:00p

Sunday & Monday - Closed

Office Hours
(check weekly schedules for changes)

(check weekly schedules inside for holiday times and weekly changes to Mass)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:00p | Spanish 7:00p
Sunday Masses

8:30a | 10:30a | 12:30p Spanish
2:30p Swahili | 6:00p Chuukese (1st Sunday)

8:00p Spanish
Weekday Masses (in chapel):

Monday 9:00a
Wednesday thru Friday 9:00a
Wednesday 7:00p (Spanish)

1st Friday (alternating months - see weekly
schedule)

Confessions:
Saturday 3:00p to 4:45p (Main church)

Wednesday 6:00p to 6:45p (chapel)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:30p
Sunday Masses:

9:00a | 11:30a | 5:30p
Weekday Masses:

Monday & Wednesday at 9:00a
Thursday at 6:30p

1st Friday at 9:00a (alternating months - see
weekly schedule)

1st Friday Spanish at 7:30p
Word & Communion/Liturgy of the Hours:

Tuesday & Friday at 9:00a
Confessions:

Saturday 4:00p to 5:00p
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Christina Daniel
Elementary Faith Formation
christinad@sjtbcc.org | x123

Juan Carlos Tafur
Facilities Steward

Brenda Fincher
Outreach
bfincher@holyspiritkent.org | x214

Evelia Torres-Lopez
Clean Environment

Cynthia Hernandez
Administrative Assistant
chernandez@holyspiritkent.org

Guadalupe Madrid
Faith Formation - Spanish
gmadrid@holyspiritkent.org | x229 

310 3rd Ave. S.
Kent, WA 98032
253-859-0444

Father Crispin Okoth
Priest Administrator
frcrispin@holyspiritkent.org
crispino@sjtbcc.org

David Aldous
Facilities Steward
davida@sjtbcc.org | x114

Luis Diaz de Leon
Music
luisd@sjtbcc.org | x108

Rose McAvoy
Scheduling & Communications
rosem@sjtbcc.org | x103

Laurie Moloney
Liturgy & Pastoral Care
lauriem@sjtbcc.org | x111

Nancy Moore
Bookkeeping
nancym@sjtbcc.org | x102

Andrea Shimek
Database Management
andreas@sjtbcc.org | x115

Kathy Wickward
Stewardship & Outreach
kathyw@sjtbcc.org | x101

Joan Williamson
Faith Formation & Sacramental Preparation
joanw@sjtbcc.org | x109

@sjtbcovington sjtbcc.org

Kristi Vasquez
Administration & Finance
kvasquez@holyspiritkent.org | x221

Holly Renz
Liturgy, Music, RCIA, Infant Baptism
hrenz@holyspiritkent.org | x215

@holyspiritkent
holyspiritkent.org

25810 - 156th Ave. SE
Covington, WA 98042

253-630-0701Family 30

Veronica Nava Jimenez
Youth Ministry
veronican@sjtbcc.org  
X110

Nancy Ortiz
Assistant to the Pastor
nortiz@holyspiritkent.org
x212

Joe Holien
Facilities Supervisor
joeh@sjtbcc.org
x220

C O N T A C T  U S  |  P A R I S H  S T A F F

Father Gilberto Mora
Vicar
frgilberto@holyspiritkent.org

Rose McAvoy
Communications
rosem@sjtbcc.org | x103

mailto:christinad@sjtbcc.org
mailto:bfincher@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:chernandez@holyspiritken.org
mailto:gmadrid@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:frcrispin@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:crispino@sjtbcc.org
mailto:davida@sjtbcc.org
mailto:luisd@sjtbcc.org
mailto:rosem@sjtbcc.org
mailto:lauriem@sjtbcc.org
mailto:nancym@sjtbcc.org
mailto:andreas@sjtbcc.org
mailto:kathyw@sjtbcc.org
mailto:joanw@sjtbcc.org
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