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Backpack Buddies in Action: 
A Weekly Act of Kindness

Photos by Nadine Howard

W E E K  O F  M A Y  3 ,  2 0 2 6

Fifth Sunday of Easter

If  you’ve purchased items for the Backpack Buddies Program and are wondering how they make their way to
Covington Elementary School, the images above illustrate the process.

Each week, a dedicated team of  Jean Colin, Eva Diaz de Leon, Nadine Howard, Nancy Ligon, Roberta
Sayers, and Pam Saito, carefully and thoughtfully packs the items under the supervision of  Andrea Schimek.
When additional supplies are needed, Angelo Battisti picks them up from the Covington Storehouse.  Assisted
by our helper, Ikenna Mbanugo, the items are then delivered to their destination with oversight from staff
members Rose McAvoy and Kathy Wickward.

Many thanks to this incredible group for making it all happen every Wednesday, preparing 43 bags each week!
Watch for a more detailed article in one of  the June bulletins.

Orders are sorted Placed on a cart Sorted by contents
for each bag

And we’re ready to bag them!
(Youth groups bag them in the summer)

Off we go to deliver to
Covington Elementary!

Preparing the bags
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Mass Times & Confessions

Our Mission
United in the Holy Spirit, we are a

multicultural community celebrating Mass in
four languages as we strive to live humility,
gentleness, patience, bearing one another
through love, striving to preserve unity of

the spirit through the bond of peace:
one body, one spirit, one Lord, one faith,

one baptism, one God.
-Ephesians 4:1-6

Monday to Friday 8:00a to 5:00p
Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday - Closed

Stewardship is a way of life, and the
diversity of our gifts is used to answer

Christ’s call to proclaim and live the Gospel.

Gather in God’s Name!
Grow in God’s Time!
Go in God’s Spirit!

Tuesday to Friday 9:00a to 4:00p
Saturday from 10:00a to 3:00p

Sunday & Monday - Closed

Office Hours
(check weekly schedules for changes)

(check weekly schedules inside for holiday times and weekly changes to Mass)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:00p | Spanish 7:00p
Sunday Masses

8:30a | 10:30a | 12:30p Spanish
2:30p Swahili | 6:00p Chuukese (1st Sunday)

8:00p Spanish
Weekday Masses (in chapel):

Monday 9:00a
Wednesday thru Friday 9:00a
Wednesday 7:00p (Spanish)

1st Friday (alternating months - see weekly
schedule)

Confessions:
Saturday 3:00p to 4:45p (Main church)

Wednesday 6:00p to 6:45p (chapel)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:30p
Sunday Masses:

9:00a | 11:30a | 5:30p
Weekday Masses:

Monday & Wednesday at 9:00a
Thursday at 6:30p

1st Friday at 9:00a (alternating months - see
weekly schedule)

1st Friday Spanish at 7:30p
Word & Communion/Liturgy of the Hours:

Tuesday & Friday at 9:00a
Confessions:

Saturday 4:00p to 5:00p
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Sunday, May 3
Mass - 9:00 am

Children’s Liturgy of the Word - 9:00 am
Coffee Hour - 10:15 am

Elementary Faith Formation - 10:15 am
Mass - 11:30 am
Mass - 5:30 pm

Monday, May 4
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am

Mass - 9:00 am
Hispanic Choir Practice - 6:00 pm

Choir (9:00 am Sunday) Practice - 7:00 pm
Confirmation Rehearsal - 7:00 pm

Knight of Columbus Council Meeting - 7:00 pm
Spanish Charismatic Group - 7:00 pm

 Tuesday, May 5
Word & Communion Service/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am

Flores de Mayo Dance Rehearsal - 10:15 am
Safe Car Team Meeting - 2:00 pm

Life, Justice, and Peace Meeting - 3:00 pm
WICS - 6:00 pm

Confirmation Phase 2 - 6:30 pm
Groupo de Oracion - 7:00 pm

Wednesday, May 6
Mass - 9:00 am

Backpack Buddies Setup - 9:30 am
Yard Sale Committee Meeting - 5:00 pm

Bible Study - 7:00 pm
Choir (Truthful Reign) Practice - 7:00 pm

Middle School Night - 7:00 pm

Thursday, May 7
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am

Bible Study (Zoom) - 10:00 am
Flores de Mayo Dance Rehearsal - 10:15 am
Adult Faith Formation Committee - 11:00 am

Creation Care Team Meeting - 1:00 pm
Hora Santa Holy Hour - 3:00 pm
Mass (Confirmation) - 6:00 pm

Young Adult Night - 6:30 pm
Choir (Sunday 11:30) Practice - 7:00 pm

Confirmation Reception - 7:00 pm
OCIA - 7:00 pm

Friday, May 8
Word & Communion Service/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am

Flores de Mayo Music Practice - 4:00 pm
First Eucharist Rehearsal - 6:00 pm
Choir (Filipino) Practice - 7:00 pm

Hispanic Charismatic Prayer - 8:30 pm

Saturday, May 9
First Eucharist Photos - 8:00 am
First Eucharist Mass - 11:00 am

First Eucharist Reception - 12:00 noon
Reconciliation - 4:00 pm

Mass - 5:30 pm

Sunday, May 3
Choir Rehearsal (Swahili) 

Swahili Community 
SVDP (Spanish)

Youth Confirmation 
Sacramental Prep 

Choir (12:30) Rehearsal
Adult Faith Formation/Bible Study 

Rosario 

Monday, May 4
Food Pantry - 1:00 pm
Rosario del Migrante 

Bible Study Groups (Spanish)
Youth Group 

Grandparent Bible Study (Spanish)
Children’s Choir

Tuesday, May 5
Adult Confirmation 

Small Christian Community 
Centro Rendu 

Grupo de Oracion 
Choir (12:30 Spanish) Rehearsal

Terrific Tuesday Meals

Wednesday, May 6
Young Adult Group (Spanish)

Bible Study (Spanish)
RCIA/OCIA 

Cursillos 
Childrens’ Dance Practice - 
(traditional Mexican dances)

Thursday, May 7
Apologetics Bible Study (Spanish)

Small Christian Communities (Spanish) 

Friday, May 8
Grupo de Oracion 

Baptism Class (Spanish)
Base Ecclesial Groups (Spanish)

 Saturday, May 9 
Formacion Para Quinceanera - 4:00 pm 
Sacramental Prep/Catequesis Familiar 

Small Christian Community 

Please call 253-859-0444 
for event  & Mass times.

This Week in Our Parish Family



Please Pray for

Flores de Mayo: 
A Joyful Celebration of 

Faith, Culture, and Community

                                     Experience a rich cultural
                                      tradition here at St. John the
                                      Baptist by joining us for a special
                                      Mass honoring our Blessed
                                      Mother Mary.  Similar to May
                                      Crowning, where Mother Mary is 
                                      adorned with flowers, Flores de 
                                      Mayo is a beloved month-long 
                                     Filipino devotion that culminates in
the Santacruzan pageant.  During this celebration, the
“reynas” (queens) represent symbolic figures that serve as
a living catechism, portraying biblical characters and
virtues while sharing stories of faith and history.  Deeply
rooted in Catholic tradition, the procession is both a
devotional and cultural expression of Filipino heritage.

Join us on May 17, 2026, at the 11:30 am Mass to
experience this beautiful celebration.  The assembly for the
procession will begin at 11:00 am in front of the McMullen
Center, with the procession starting at 11:15 am.  Following
Mass, the Fil-Am Association will serve a variety of
delicious Filipino dishes.  All are warmly invited to take part
in this festive gathering.

Counting More Than Heads: 
Why Our May Mass Attendance Matters

Each May, the Archdiocese conducts a count of
attendance at all Masses across its parishes. 
While this practice may feel intrusive to those
gathered for worship, the information
collected is essential.  It helps identify
attendance trends, understand 
demographic changes, and assess 
overall parish engagement.  These insights are
important for effective planning and responsible allocation
of  resources.

The count is typically taken during the homily, when it is
easiest to see the congregation.  Results will be shared in
a June bulletin, where you may find it interesting to
compare this year’s figures with those from previous
years.

We apologize for any inconvenience and sincerely
appreciate your understanding and cooperation.

those who are sick:
Traci DeMarco, Faye Dressien, 

Mary Grizzle, Arlene Warnke

those who have died:
Don Baus (cousin of Sandy Borsheim)

Margaret Tredo (cousin of Francis Miller)
Greg Van Zandt (friend of Helen Martinez)

Edward Morones (brother of George Morones)

Archbishop Etienne reminds us:  “Together in faith, we
share the love and joy of Jesus Christ with others. Now,
more than ever, it is important to renew our mission of
helping others encounter Jesus, accompany one
another, and live the joy of the Gospel.”  His message
underscores the vital role of the Annual Catholic Appeal
and the profound difference your generosity makes in
strengthening local Catholic communities. Your
contribution helps minister to those in need, build the
Catholic faith within our local communities, and directly
supports our parish. 

Here is where we are today with St. John the Baptist:

Please consider the Archdiocesan average gift of $575
as reference.  Any funds received beyond our goal will
be directed to Family 30 Parish to projects that enhance
accessibility and safety at St. John the Baptist Parish.

                 It’s easy to give to the 2026 Annual Catholic 
                 Appeal.  Scan the QR code or visit 
                 archseattle.org/giveaca or envelopes are in
                 the pews for your prayerful reflection.

25% of  goal
60 donors
4.9% of  1,219 
registered 

 households

Goal: $136,718

Pledges (4/30/26): 
$33,975

SAVE THE DATE
A NIGHT OF VISION

Monday, June 1  |  6:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Holy Spirit Hall & Church  |  327 2nd Ave S, Kent

Something new is coming — and it starts with us.

On June 1, the parish families of Holy Spirit and St. John
the Baptist will gather together for the first time as one
unified community.  “A Night of Vision” is an evening of
celebration and an invitation to speak honestly about who
we are and what we hope to become together.

The evening begins with cultural foods in the hall at 
6:00 pm.  At 7:00 pm, we move into the Church for
multicultural prayer and music, followed by small-group
conversation and large-group sharing.

This event will be presented in English with Spanish
translation and will be live-streamed.

Gathered
IN  HOPE.

Guided
BY FAITH.

https://archseattle.org/give-serve/giving-opportunities/annual-catholic-appeal/aca-2026-5/


Spring and Summer Events

Walking Group (gentle fitness with friends) - May 5
Flores de Mayo (traditional Filipino celebration of
faith and devotion to Mother Mary) - May 17 
Liturgical Ministers Training session (foster unity
and consistency among liturgical ministers) -
May 19 or May 23
Women’s Morning with Mary - May 30
Pancake Breakfast (Hosted by Knights of
Columbus, and proceeds support St. Vincent de
Paul) - May 31
“A Night of Vision” (an evening for our whole
community at Holy Spirit Parish) - June 1
Spring Cleaning of parish facilities - June 6 and
June 12 
Yard Sale (“one man’s junk is another man’s
treasure”) - June 25 to June 28 
Bite of Family 30 (food tasting of various cultures
here at St. John the Baptist Parish) - August 9

May 4, 2026
7:30 am to 8:30 am

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church
5041 9  Ave. NE, Seattle, WAth

Backpack Buddies: Keep It Coming

This week, we especially need ramen, 
oatmeal, juice boxes, and canned soup.  
The needs change weekly; be sure to 
check this bulletin for the most up-to-date
list of needed items. Currently, 43 bags 
are filled each week.

                 Shop via our Amazon wish list by clicking
                 Amazon or by scanning the QR code.  
                 Items can be shipped directly to the parish
                  office.

 Mother’s Day Drive

During the month of May, the PREPARES ministry will
display its needs for the Mother’s Day Drive on the
Life, Justice, and Peace Tree located in the narthex to
the right as you enter.  Each requested item will be
listed on a green leaf attached to the tree. Simply take
a leaf, purchase the item, and place it in the crib
located in the narthex. Thank you for helping bring
joy to these families!

The following items are needed: 
baby shampoo
diaper ointment

diaper wipes
diapers sizes 4 and 6

crayons & coloring books
bubble wands

Full-Time Bookkeeper Wanted: 
Lead Financial Excellence

Our beloved bookkeeper, Nancy Moore, is retiring from
St. John the Baptist after a 20-year career.  Her last day
with us will be June 26, 2026.  We hope to have several
opportunities to celebrate her service to the parish. 

We are seeking a full-time, full-service bookkeeper
to support Parish Family 30, with a start date of June
15, 2026.  The ideal candidate will be highly proficient in
Excel and QuickBooks, with additional familiarity in
Paycom and membership database systems preferred.

This role is responsible for managing accounts
receivable and payable, performing bank and payroll
reconciliations, and preparing accurate financial reports.
The bookkeeper will also ensure the integrity of
deposits and maintain the general ledger with a high
level of accuracy.

Candidates should have a strong background in GAAP
and nonprofit accounting, along with experience in
record management, cash handling procedures, internal
controls, and journal entries.  Attention to detail and a
commitment to financial accuracy are essential for
success in this position.

Please contact Kristi Vasquez for a job description and
more information at 253-859-0444 x221, or by email at
kvasquez@holyspiritkent.org or Kathy Wickward at
kathyw@sjtbcc.org.

Breaking Free from Plastics: 
A Healthier, Hopeful Path Forward

St. John the Baptist’s Creation Care
Team is partnering with the Caring 
for Creation groups at Holy Rosary 
and Our Lady of  Guadalupe 
Parishes to present an Eco Series 
documentary, “Plastic Detox.”  The event 
will be on Monday, May 4, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.  
Join us at this link: shorturl.at/bQaOV

This film is a refreshing and unexpectedly uplifting
documentary that transforms the global issue of  plastic
pollution into something deeply personal, practical, and
hopeful.  The film concludes with an update on the
couples who took on the challenge of  removing plastics
from their lives, offering a glimpse into their progress
and lasting impact. 

When six couples commit to eliminating plastic from
their homes, the experience transforms their families in
lasting ways.  This documentary reveals how
microplastics and their associated chemicals impact our
health, and shows practical steps we can take to regain
control.

One of  God’s greatest gifts is a child.  As Catholics,
how can we help our future children and families?

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/OPE99WYVQM9W?ref_=wl_share
mailto:kvasquez@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:kathyw@sjtbcc.org
https://shorturl.at/bQaOV
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Christina Daniel
Elementary Faith Formation
christinad@sjtbcc.org | x123

Juan Carlos Tafur
Facilities Steward

Brenda Fincher
Outreach
bfincher@holyspiritkent.org | x214

Mary Molina
Communications
Communications@holyspiritkent.org | x225

Evelia Torres-Lopez
Clean Environment

Cynthia Hernandez
Administrative Assistant
chernandez@holyspiritkent.org

Guadalupe Madrid
Faith Formation - Spanish
gmadrid@holyspiritkent.org | x229 

310 3rd Ave. S.
Kent, WA 98032
253-859-0444

Father Crispin Okoth
Priest Administrator
frcrispin@holyspiritkent.org
crispino@sjtbcc.org

David Aldous
Facilities Steward
davida@sjtbcc.org | x114

Luis Diaz de Leon
Music
luisd@sjtbcc.org | x108

Rose McAvoy
Scheduling & Communications
rosem@sjtbcc.org | x103

Laurie Moloney
Liturgy & Pastoral Care
lauriem@sjtbcc.org | x111

Nancy Moore
Bookkeeping
nancym@sjtbcc.org | x102

Andrea Shimek
Database Management
andreas@sjtbcc.org | x115

Kathy Wickward
Stewardship & Outreach
kathyw@sjtbcc.org | x101

Joan Williamson
Faith Formation & Sacramental Preparation
joanw@sjtbcc.org | x109

@sjtbcovington sjtbcc.org

Kristi Vasquez
Administration & Finance
kvasquez@holyspiritkent.org | x221

Holly Renz
Liturgy, Music, RCIA, Infant Baptism
hrenz@holyspiritkent.org | x215

@holyspiritkent
holyspiritkent.org

25810 - 156th Ave. SE
Covington, WA 98042

253-630-0701Family 30

Veronica Nava Jimenez
Youth Ministry
veronican@sjtbcc.org  
X110

Nancy Ortiz
Assistant to the Pastor
nortiz@holyspiritkent.org
x212

Joe Holien
Facilities Supervisor
joeh@sjtbcc.org
x220

C O N T A C T  U S  |  P A R I S H  S T A F F

Father Gilberto Mora
Vicar
frgilberto@holyspiritkent.org

mailto:christinad@sjtbcc.org
mailto:bfincher@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:Communications@holyspiritkent.or
mailto:chernandez@holyspiritken.org
mailto:gmadrid@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:frcrispin@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:crispino@sjtbcc.org
mailto:davida@sjtbcc.org
mailto:luisd@sjtbcc.org
mailto:rosem@sjtbcc.org
mailto:lauriem@sjtbcc.org
mailto:nancym@sjtbcc.org
mailto:andreas@sjtbcc.org
mailto:kathyw@sjtbcc.org
mailto:joanw@sjtbcc.org
https://www.instagram.com/sjtbcovington/?hl=en
https://sjtbcc.org/
mailto:kvasquez@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:hrenz@holyspiritkent.org
https://www.instagram.com/holyspiritkent/?hl=en
https://www.holyspiritkent.org/
mailto:veronican@sjtbcc.org
mailto:nortiz@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:joeh@sjtbcc.org
mailto:frgilberto@holyspiritkent.org


Send corrections and bulletin content to 
Pat Defiesta at communications@sjtbcc.org (for St. John the Baptist bulletin) or 

Mary Molina at communications@holyspiritkent.org (for Holy Spirit bulletin). 
Please send us content at least two (2) weeks before publication. 

For St. John the Baptist questions/comments, email Pat at bulletin@sjtbcc.org

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS ON THE BACK OF THIS BULLETIN

 

mailto:communications@sjtbcc.org
mailto:communications@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:bulletin@sjtbcc.org
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