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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

On Palm Sunday, Catholics around the world receive palm branches in
remembrance of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, when the people welcomed him by
laying palms before him.  These palms symbolize Christ’s triumphant arrival as
King and his victory over sin and death.  Once blessed, the palms are recognized
as sacred, connecting the faithful to the sacrifices of Holy Week. These palms
serve as a lasting reminder of faith and devotion.  Palm Sunday marks the
beginning of Holy Week, inviting us to reflect and prepare for Our Lord’s Passion
on Good Friday and His glorious Resurrection on Easter Sunday.

Palm Sunday: A Sacred Beginning to Holy Week
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Mass Times & Confessions

Our Mission
United in the Holy Spirit, we are a

multicultural community celebrating Mass in
four languages as we strive to live humility,
gentleness, patience, bearing one another
through love, striving to preserve unity of

the spirit through the bond of peace:
one body, one spirit, one Lord, one faith,

one baptism, one God.
-Ephesians 4:1-6

Monday to Friday 8:00a to 5:00p
Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday - Closed

Stewardship is a way of life, and the
diversity of our gifts is used to answer

Christ’s call to proclaim and live the Gospel.

Gather in God’s Name!
Grow in God’s Time!
Go in God’s Spirit!

Tuesday to Friday 9:00a to 4:00p
Saturday from 10:00a to 3:00p

Sunday & Monday - Closed

Office Hours
(check weekly schedules for changes)

(check weekly schedules inside for holiday times and weekly changes to Mass)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:00p | Spanish 7:00p
Sunday Masses

8:30a | 10:30a | 12:30p Spanish
2:30p Swahili | 6:00p Chuukese (1st Sunday)

8:00p Spanish
Weekday Masses (in chapel):

Monday 9:00a
Wednesday thru Friday 9:00a
Wednesday 7:00p (Spanish)

1st Friday (alternating months - see weekly
schedule)

Confessions:
Saturday 3:00p to 4:45p (Main church)

Wednesday 6:00p to 6:45p (chapel)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:30p
Sunday Masses:

9:00a | 11:30a | 5:30p
Weekday Masses:

Monday & Wednesday at 9:00a
Thursday at 6:30p

1st Friday at 9:00a (alternating months - see
weekly schedule)

1st Friday Spanish at 7:30p
Word & Communion/Liturgy of the Hours:

Tuesday & Friday at 9:00a
Confessions:

Saturday 4:00p to 5:00p



Time Change! 
Seder Meal and Celebration

If  you open your Bible to Exodus 12, 
you’ll find the instructions God gave 
the Israelites for a quick meal the 
night before they left Egypt. This
meal, now called Passover, 
commemorates God’s saving power, which led the
people to freedom and a new national identity in the
Promised Land.

Passover is an 8-day festival, and the meal—the
Seder—is traditionally shared on the first one or two
days. Over time, it has incorporated many cultural
traditions.

St. John the Baptist will explore the Seder on
Sunday, March 29, 2026, at 2:00 pm, with a potluck
meal as part of  the celebration. There are still many
seats available! If you're looking for something to
do on Sunday, please join us! Kids and families
are especially welcome.

No registration is needed; potluck dishes are
welcome but not required.

those who are sick:
William Jones,

Katherine Miccile

Please Pray for

A Beautiful Easter Tribute

                We invite you to help make a beautiful display of 
                  flowers around the sanctuary by donating 
                toward Easter flowers.  You are welcome to 
            write the names of loved ones who have gone
before us on a card.  These cards will be displayed on
ribbons in the narthex as a meaningful way to remember
and honor them during this joyful season.

If you would like to contribute a pot or two of flowers,
please return your donation by March 29 (Palm
Sunday).  Envelopes and cards are available in the
narthex.  Suggested donation is $10, but any amount will
be appreciated. 

And then come help us decorate the church on Saturday,
April 4, at 11 am.

A Note From Father Crispin

Jambo, My Dear People of  God! 

It is with great humility and obedience to the Will of  God,
as expressed by the church through my archbishop, that
I have accepted the role of  Priest Administrator for
Family 30, until the Archbishop appoints the next pastor.
At the same time, I want to thank Tom East for having
accepted to help with administration (operations), while I
focus on pastoral activities, which is actually what I love
most - being close to the sheep.  
 
Blessings, 
Father Crispin Okoth

those who have died:
Mike Ricciotti (husband of Karen Ricciotti)

Fr. Desmond McMann (friend of Pat Wallace)
Rosendo Jimenez (Uncle of Veronica Nava)
Anter Binios (father of Angely Binios-Tulop)

Palm Sunday: 
Blessing of Palms 

and Procession Details

For Palm Sunday, Mass will begin at the McMullen
Center with the blessing of the palms, followed by a
procession to the church.  Weather permitting, we will
gather outside near the picnic tables; in case of
inclement weather, we will meet inside the McMullen
Center dining hall.  The procession will move through the
parking lot and conclude in the sanctuary.

For those with mobility or other concerns, the blessing
and procession will be livestreamed.  You are welcome
to remain seated in the sanctuary, and blessed palms will
be brought to you.

Holy Week & Easter Schedule 
Updates and Important Information

There will be no first Friday Masses on April 3, as it
is Good Friday. Good Friday and Holy Saturday are the
only days of the year when Mass is not celebrated
worldwide.  This observance commemorates Christ’s
death on the cross and is marked by a sacred liturgical
fast that begins after the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on
Holy Thursday and continues through Holy Saturday
until the celebration of the Resurrection at the Easter
Vigil. 

Please also note that on Easter Sunday, April 5,
there will only be two Masses, 9:00 am and 
11:30 am.  There will be no 5:30 pm Mass.

Overflow parking is available at the school across the
street.  Kindly refrain from parking in the space
reserved for our priest.

Stations of the Cross

Please join us on Good Friday for the final Stations of
the Cross before Easter.  The meditations will be led by
the Life, Justice, and Peace Commission and will take
place on Friday, April 3, 2026, at 3:00 p.m in the
sanctuary.  Later that evening, the Passion of the Lord
will be celebrated at 6:00 p.m.  Please note that there
will be no fish dinner on Good Friday.

Many thanks to the various ministries that led the
Stations of  the Cross meditations each Friday
throughout the 2026 Lenten season.



Keep the Love Going: Backpack
Buddies Still Needs Your Help

                   This Backpack Buddies program continues
                     through the end of the school year, so
                     please keep the donations coming.  By
                       living out Christ’s call to feed the hungry,
                           you are making a meaningful difference
                             for families in our community.

This week, we especially need canned soup,
microwaveable popcorn, and individual cereal cups.
Needs change every week, so be sure to check this
bulletin for the most up-to-date list of  needed items. 

Shop our Amazon wish list (search “2025-2026 
Backpack Buddies for Covington Elementary”)
by clicking Amazon, or by scanning the 
QR code.  Items can be shipped directly to the 
parish office. 

If  you have any questions, please contact Andrea
Shimek in the parish office.  

Celebrate Community at 
The Storehouse Open House

                  The staff  of  Covington Storehouse,
                    Covington’s local food bank, warmly invites 
                     you to join us on Saturday, April 11, from 
                 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  We’re located at 
26201 - 180  Ave. SE in Covington.  Come learn more
about our programs, meet our team, and discover how
you can get involved.  Everyone is welcome!

th

Whether you have supported The Storehouse or are
simply interested in learning more, we would love to have
you join us.  Enjoy complimentary hot dogs, meet our
staff, board members, and community partners.  Connect
with others who care about serving neighbors in need.

We will also share updates on our new building, upcoming
events - including our Fall Auction supporting the Capital
Campaign - and ways you can get involved. Bring a friend
and come see what we’re all about!

Mass with Little Ones Made Easier

Little ones are always welcome at Mass! 
But sometimes sitting quietly for an hour 
(or even a few minutes) just isn’t their thing.
And that’s okay!  If your child needs a 
break, there’s no need to head home.  
Instead, visit our nursery, located just east of the
narthex.

The nursery is a comfortable space with rocking chairs,
couches, and toys for little ones.  Parents and caregivers
can still follow along with Mass via livestream on the
large TV while children play with toys or make new
friends.

If you need help finding the nursery or would like more
information, please ask a greeter or staff member - we’re
happy to help!

Spotlight on Ministries:
Yarning for Community

This ministry lovingly creates hand-knitted and crocheted
prayer shawls for anyone in need of an extra “wrap” of
comfort during times of illness, grief, or loneliness.  Each
shawl is made with care and prayer, offering warmth,
support, and a tangible reminder that no one is alone.

We also sponsor an annual hat, scarf, and glove drive
each October, providing warm handmade and new 
store-bought items to those in need in our community.
Many of these items are thoughtfully knitted or crocheted
by our members and shared with neighbors in and around
the St. John the Baptist community.

If you enjoy fiber arts, you are warmly invited to join our
group at the Covington Library.  We meet Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 12:00 noon to 2:00 pm,
and drop-ins are always welcome.  Our group includes
knitters, crocheters, weavers, and spinners of all skill
levels, and we’d love to have you join us!

For more information, please leave a message for 
Anne Diaz at the parish office.

Join Our Wall
of Powerful Flames

Everyone is invited to write a prayer on a blank “flame,”
available on the table in the narthex to the right as you
exit the sanctuary.  After writing your prayer, please
place it in the basket on that same table.  A staff member
will then add it to the growing “wall of flames,” located on
the wall to the right as you enter the sanctuary.

Veiling Statues and Images
During Lent

You may have noticed that the statues and images in
the sanctuary are covered in purple cloth.  Why are they
covered?

From the Fifth Sunday of  Lent (Passion Sunday - March
22 this year) until Easter, purple cloths cover statues
and images to signify mourning, repentance, and focus
on Jesus’ Passion.  Purple symbolizes both repentance
and Christ’s royalty, reminding us of  his suffering and
hidden divinity.  Covering the images serves as a visual
penance, helping the faithful set aside distractions,
deepen reflection, and anticipate the joy of  the
Resurrection.

This tradition invites us to enter more fully into the
solemnity of  Lent and prepares our hearts to celebrate
the triumph of  Easter.

Diapers and Wipes Needed

One of  our outreach ministries, PREPARES, is currently
in need of  diapers for the families it serves. We
especially need Sizes 4 and 6, along with baby wipes. If
you’re able to help by donating, your support would be
greatly appreciated!

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/OPE99WYVQM9W?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/OPE99WYVQM9W?ref_=wl_share
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Send corrections and bulletin content to 
Pat Defiesta at communications@sjtbcc.org (for St. John the Baptist bulletin) or 

Mary Molina at communications@holyspiritkent.org (for Holy Spirit bulletin). 
Please send us content at least two (2) weeks before publication. 

For St. John the Baptist questions/comments, email Pat at bulletin@sjtbcc.org

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS ON THE BACK OF THIS BULLETIN
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Sunday,  March 29
Mass - 9:00 am

Children’s Liturgy of the Word - 9:00 am
OCIA Dismissal - 11:00 am

Mass - 11:30 am
Seder Dinner - 2:00 pm

Mass - 5:30 pm

Monday,  March 30
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am

Mass - 9:00 am
Hispanic Choir Practice - 6:00 pm

Alpha - 6:30 pm
Choir (9:00 am Sunday) Practice - 7:00 pm

Spanish Charismatic Group - 7:00 pm

 Tuesday,  March 31
Word & Communion Service/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am

WICS - 6:00 pm
Confirmation - 6:30 pm

Youth Confirmation Sponsor Meeting - 6:30 pm
Groupo de Oracion - 7:00 pm

Wednesday,  April 1
Mass - 9:00 am

Backpack Buddies Setup - 9:30 am
Adoration - 9:45 am

Bible Study (In-Person) - 7:00 pm
Choir (Truthful Reign) Practice - 7:00 pm

Thursday,  April 2
Holy Thursday

Florecillas de Jesus y Maria Group Adoration - 6:00 am
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am

Bible Study (Zoom) - 10:00 am
Adult Faith Formation Committee - 11:00 am

Hora Santa Holy Hour - 3:00 pm
Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 6:00 pm

Young Adult Night - 6:30 pm
Holy Thursday Adoration - 7:00 pm

Friday,  April 3
Good Friday- office closed

Stations of the Cross - 3:00 pm
Passion of the Lord - 6:00 pm

Choir (Filipino) Practice - 7:00 pm
Hispanic Charismatic Prayer - 8:30 pm

Saturday,  April 4
Holy Saturday

Reconciliation - 4:00 pm
Easter Vigil - 8:00 pm

OCIA Vigil Reception after Easter Vigil

Sunday, March 29
Choir Rehearsal (Swahili) 

Swahili Community 
Marriage Preparation (Spanish) 

Youth Confirmation 
Sacramental Prep 

Choir (12:30) Rehearsal
Adult Faith Formation/Bible Study 

Rosario

Monday,  March 30
Food Pantry -1:00 pm 
Rosario del Migrante 

Bible Study Groups (Spanish) 
Small Christian Communities 

Centro Rendu Youth 
Grandparent Bible Study (Spanish) 

Children’s Choir 

Tuesday,  March 31
Adult Confirmation 

Small Christian Community 
Mother Mary Guild 
Grupo de Oracion 

Choir (12:30 Spanish) Rehearsal
Terrific Tuesday Meals

Wednesday,  April 1
Young Adult Group (Spanish) 

Bible Study (Spanish) 
RCIA/OCIA 

Cursillos 
Childrens’ Dance Practice (traditional Mexican dances)

Thursday,  April 2
Holy Thursday

Apologetics Bible Study (Spanish) 
Small Christian Community 
Choir Rehearsal (English) 

Friday,  April 3
Good Friday

Grupo de Oracion 
Baptism Class (Spanish) 

Base Ecclesial Groups (Spanish) 
Via Crusis

 Saturday,  April 4
Holy Saturday

Parish Work Party - 9:00 am
Formacion Para Quinceanera - 4:00 pm 

Please call 253-859-0444 
for event times.

This Week in Our Parish Family
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