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Read the story in the St. John the Baptist insert

CA Ceaviingful Connection, Sroted in SYaitty and Commaunity

Who is this Guatemalan parish, and how did it become part of the St. John the Baptist (SJTB) family? Our
connection began in a wonderfully personal way - through two members of our parish, whose sister served as the
pastoral leader of Unién de las Aldeas Corpus Christi. What started as a simple introduction has grown into a
lasting friendship. Over the years, we at SJTB have continued to work alongside the Salvatorians, supporting and
walking in faith with our Guatemalan brothers and sisters. In March 2026, members of our Guatemalan
committee at SJTB visited our sister parish and returned with these beautiful photos to share.
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Our Mission

United in the Holy Spirit, we are a
multicultural community celebrating Mass in
four languages as we strive to live humility,

gentleness, patience, bearing one another
through love, striving to preserve unity of
the spirit through the bond of peace: Gather in God’s Name!
one body, one spirit, one Lord, one faith, Grow in God’s Time!
one baptism, one God. Go in God’s Spirit!
-Ephesians 4:1-6

Stewardship is a way of life, and the
diversity of our gifts is used to answer
Christ’s call to proclaim and live the Gospel.

Mass Times & Confessions

(check weekly schedules inside for holiday times and weekly changes to Mass)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:00p | Spanish 7:00p
Sunday Masses
8:30a | 10:30a | 12:30p Spanish
2:30p Swahili | 6:00p Chuukese (1st Sunday)
8:00p Spanish
Weekday Masses (in chapel):
Monday 9:00a
Wednesday thru Friday 9:00a
Wednesday 7:00p (Spanish)
1st Friday (alternating months - see weekly
schedule)
Confessions:
Saturday 3:00p to 4:45p (Main church)
Wednesday 6:00p to 6:45p (chapel)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:30p
Sunday Masses:
9:00a | 11:30a | 5:30p
Weekday Masses:
Monday & Wednesday at 9:00a
Thursday at 6:30p
1st Friday at 9:00a (alternating months - see
weekly schedule)
1st Friday Spanish at 7:30p
Word & Communion/Liturgy of the Hours:
Tuesday & Friday at 9:00a
Confessions:
Saturday 4:00p to 5:00p

Office Hours

(check weekly schedules for changes)

Tuesday to Friday 9:00a to 4:00p
Saturday from 10:00a to 3:00p
Sunday & Monday - Closed

Monday to Friday 8:00a to 5:00p
Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday - Closed




CONTACT US

310 3rd Ave. S.
Kent, WA 98032

253-859-0444

llnly‘;Spirit
PARISH

PARISH STAFF

25810 - 156th Ave. SE
Covington, WA 98042
253-630-0701

The Catholic
community of
St. John the Baptist

Father Gilberto Mora
Vicar
frgilberto@holyspiritkent.org

Father Crispin Okoth
Priest Administrator
frerispin@holyspiritkent.org

crispino@sijtbcc.org

Brenda Fincher
Outreach
bfincher@holyspiritkent.org | x214

Cynthia Hernandez
 Administrative Assistant
chernandez@holyspiritkent.org

Guadalupe Madrid
Faith Formation - Spanish
gmadrid@holyspiritkent.org | x229

Mary Molina
Communications
Communications@holyspiritkent.org | x225

Holly Renz
Liturgy, Music, RCIA, Infant Baptism
hrenz@holyspiritkent.org | x215

Juan Carlos Tafur
Facilities Steward

Evelia Torres-Lopez
Clean Environment

Kristi Vasquez
Administration & Finance

@holyspiritkent

@sjtbcovington

David Aldous
Facilities Steward
davida@sjtbcc.org | x114

. Christina Daniel
Elementary Faith Formation
L christinad@sjtbcc.org | x123

Luis Diaz de Leon
Music
luisd@sijtbcc.org | x108

Rose McAvoy
Scheduling & Communications
rosem@sjtbcc.org | x103

Laurie Moloney
Liturgy & Pastoral Care
lauriem@sjtbcc.org | x111

Nancy Moore
Bookkeeping
nancym@sijtbcc.org | x102

Andrea Shimek
Database Management
andreas@sjtbcc.org | x115

Kathy Wickward
Stewardship & Outreach
kathyw@sjtbcc.org | x101

Joan Williamson
Faith Formation & Sacramental Preparation
joanw@sjtbcc.org | x109

Veronica Nava Jimenez

Youth Ministry
“® veronican@sijtbcc.org

Nancy Ortiz

Assistant to the Pastor
nortiz@holyspiritkent.org

Joe Holien
Facilities Supervisor

X110 x212

o % joeh@sitbece.org

i X220
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Please Pray for
those who are sick:

Faye Driessen, Manny Martinez,
Katherine Miccile, Greg Van Zandt

those who have died:

Jamie Babbitt (sister of Jeff Babbitt)
Pamela Isom (sister of Dale Johnson)
Dorothy Meek (sister of Lana Moore-Duncan)
Katie Peterson (niece of Kathy Wickward)
Susan Schlimmer (mother of Ivan Mendozavalencia)

Sharing Faith Across Borders:
Reflections from Guatemala

In late February, members of our parish had the
blessing of visiting our sister parish, Union de las
Aldeas Corpus Christi, in the San Marcos region of
Guatemala. Their journey was a meaningful
opportunity to deepen relationships, witness the faith of
the community, and learn more about both the
challenges and hopes shared by our brothers and
sisters in Central America. Please enjoy the following
reflection from Kathy Wickward, who traveled with the
team to Guatemala.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Jim Tanasse, Veronica Nava, and | were blessed to
travel to our sister parish, Union de las Aldeas Corpus
Christi, on February 24 - March 4. Our previous hosts,
Rudy and Myra Angel, were again hosts for us in San
Sebastian, and we were also treated to a tour of the
Ulew farm and San Juan la Laguna by our partner
organization, SERES, which works with youth to
champion projects in their communities. We travelled
with two representatives of SERES, who met with the
youth of the parish.

As Sunday was a festival day in the San Marcos region,
we attended a Mass where the bringing up of gifts
included live chickens! After the Mass, we met with the
Pastoral Council, comprised of members of all 11
churches in the parish. They described three areas of
need: 1) Many elderly village residents are unable to
access care and medicine, relying on neighbors for
help; medicine is prohibitively expensive. 2) Reliable
access to water is becoming a greater problem.
Springs, or “nacimientos,” such as the one pictured on
the cover of the bulletin, are on private property and are
unmanaged in rural areas. 3) Refuse removal is a
problem, leading to water contamination and other
issues. A bright spot has been the growth of two of the
parish’s youth ministries. We took part in a field day at
Serchil (see photo on front of bulletin) with sack races,
a scavenger hunt, trivia, and musical chairs.

The parish council is working on a project that will serve
all 11 communities and will keep us up to date with their
plans. Meanwhile, our Guatemala team is working on a
full presentation of our trip for the parish family. Fr.
Santi and Sr. Mariangeles send their greetings to
Family 30 on behalf of Union de las Aldeas!

Time Change!
Seder Meal and Celebration

If you open your Bible to Exodus 12, ;
you'll find the instructions God gave \-/.
the Israelites for a quick meal the f,;-"":‘_ ) 8
night before they left Egypt. This C_\
meal, now celebrated as Passover, —
commemorates God'’s saving power, leading the
people to freedom and a new national identity in the

Promised Land.

Passover is an 8-day festival, and the meal - called the
Seder - is traditionally shared on the first one or two
days. Over time, it has drawn from many cultural
traditions.

St. John the Baptist will explore the Seder on Sunday,
March 29, 2025, at 2:00 pm, with a potluck meal as
part of the celebration. Seats are limited to 60, and
kids and families are especially welcome.

For more information or to register, click on this link
archseattle.ccbchurch.com or email Kathy
Wickward at kathyw@sjtbcc.org.

A Beautiful Easter Tribute

At Easter, the altar and surrounding areas
are adorned with flowers to celebrate the
new life that comes through Jesus’ death

and resurrection.

We invite you to help make this beautiful display
possible by donating toward Easter flowers. You
are also welcome to write the names of loved ones
who have gone before us on a card. These cards will
be displayed on ribbons in the narthex as a
meaningful way to remember and honor them during
this joyful season.

If you would like to contribute a pot or two of flowers,
please return your donation by March 29 (Palm
Sunday). Envelopes and cards are available in the
narthex. Suggested donation is $10, but any amount
will be appreciated.

Join us in faith and fellowship throughout the Lenten
season. On Fridays during Lent, everyone is invited to
a fish dinner from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm (meal prices vary
depending on options selected) followed by Stations of
the Cross at 7:00 pm (Good Friday at 3:00 pm").

Stations of the Cross

Date Fish Dinner Stations Leader
March 27 Fish Fry Guadalupanos
April 3 i ' Life, Justice & Peace
Goog Friday No fish dinner Commission at 3:00 pm
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Keep the Love Going: Backpack
Buddies Still Needs Your Help

This Backpack Buddies program continues
through the end of the school year, so
please keep the donations coming. By

living out Christ’s call to feed the hungry,

' you are making a meaningful difference

for families in our community.

This week, we especially need oatmeal packets, shelf-
stable milk, BelVita bars, and canned soup. Needs
change every week, so be sure to check this bulletin for
the most up-to-date list of needed items. —_—
OS] O

e
Shop our Amazon wish list (search “2025-2026 iaﬁgi
Backpack Buddies for Covington Elementary”) E%ﬁﬂ:ﬂg
by clicking Amazon, or by scanning the S
QR code. Items can be shipped directly to the
parish office.

If you have any questions, please contact Andrea
Shimek in the parish office.

({: Spotlight on Ministries:
é 'ZJ Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Every Sunday at the 9:00 am Mass, children are dismissed
with their catechists to celebrate the Liturgy of the Word
together. You may have noticed them quietly returning to
the church as the gifts are being offered, but have you ever
wondered what happens while they are away?

If you could peek into their gathering, you would see joyful
spirits singing, praying, and listening to the readings.
Through age-appropriate discussions and activities,
they explore the Gospel, learn how to apply it to their
daily lives, and grow together in faith.

This ministry is a blessing for everyone involved, and we are

looking to expand our team of adult volunteers. If you
feel called to help children grow in their Catholic faith and
sense the Spirit stirring in your heart, this may be the
ministry for you. Let's connect! Contact Therese McHenry
at the parish office.

An Invitation to
Prayer, Peace, and Renewal

_—
The Knights of Columbus from St. John
the Baptist Council #11780 and Holy
Spirit Council #8150 warmly invite all
parishioners to a beautiful evening of
prayer as we welcome a Silver Rose ;
on its journey across North America in honor of Our Lady
of Guadalupe. This special pilgrimage calls us to pray for
life, peace, and spiritual renewal.

£
250
.

e

During the service, you will have the opportunity to write a
personal intention to accompany the Silver Rose as it
travels to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, arriving in
time for her feast day on December 12.

All are invited to gather for this meaningful time of devotion,
reflection, and unity in prayer on Thursday, April 30 at
6:30 pm at St. John the Baptist Parish.

Reminder:
Blood Pressure Check
this weekend
after Sunday morning Masses

Hands-On Stewardship:
Road Cleanup Event

Don'’t forget to join us on Saturday, March 28, from

9:00 to 11:00 am as the Creation Care Team

will be cleaning 156th Avenue ”

SE between SE 256th Street and ).' ;

SE 264th Street, the stretchof road S | B %g

directly in front of our church property.
Creanon Care Team

For safety reasons, participation is limited to

adults only. Please bring your own gloves; all

other equipment will be provided.

Kindly register by March 22 by contacting the

church office or signing up on the sheet located on

the table in front of the Creation Care bulletin board
in the narthex.

Thank you for helping care for our community!

Join Our Wall
of Powerful Flames

Have you noticed the “Holy Spirit flames” displayed
on the right wall of the sanctuary? They began as a
Faith Formation activity during an all-family session,
where families wrote prayers for peace on each
flame.

Now, everyone is invited to take part. Blank flames
are available on the table to the right of the narthex
as you exit the sanctuary. You’re encouraged to
write your own prayer and drop it in the basket on
that same table. One of our staff members will then
add it to the growing “wall of flames.”

Wrap Others in Love and Prayer

We are seeking donations of fabric measuring

3'x 4' or 4' x 5' for the Healing Mass on
Wednesday, March 25, at 7:00 pm. The fabric will
be made into shawls or lap blankets, which will be
blessed before the Mass and used during Mass for
anyone who needs them. Any color or soft design is
welcome, as long as the fabric is fleece or flannel.

If you are able to contribute, please contact
Marilou Bickel at the parish office. Thank you for
your generosity.

Lenten Reflection with
“rrbss  Father Crispin
tid

rid.

' Thursday, March 26, 2026
3:00 pm to 4:30 pm
Holy Spirit Parish Hall

Goodf
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+ March 14 - 15, 2026

To the Parishioners of
Holy Spirit, Kent
St. John the Baptist, Covington

Dear Friends,

I continue to hold you in prayer as your parish family is undergoing leadership transitions during
this Lenten season. Let us continue to pray for wisdom and grace to guide us through these
challenging times.

I write today to share news regarding the pastoral transition in your parish family. I have
appointed Father Crispin Okoth as your priest administrator beginning March 16, 2026. T wish
to thank him in advance for his willingness to serve in this new capacity. He has once again
responded generously with his vocation. I have confidence that as an experienced priest he will
continue to bring his pastoral presence and joy for the Gospel to your parish family community.

To assist Father Okoth, I have asked vour parish liaison, Tom East, to support some of the
operations and administrative duties in the parish family, including supervision of the two
Pastoral Assistants for Administration, Kristi Vasquez at Holy Spirit, and Kathy Wickward at
St. John the Baptist. Tom, Kristi, and Kathy will collaborate closely with Father Okoth to ensure
smooth and consistent operations.

My Office of the Vicar for Clergy will not only provide support to Father Okoth, Tom, and the
staft, but will work with them on filling all the pastoral and sacramental needs with one fewer
assigned priest to the family. We are also working on ways to cover Father Gilberto Mora Tapia
in other locations so that he can spend more time serving Parish Family #30.

Thank you for your continued prayers for these leaders as they respond to their vocational call to
serve your parish family community. Please know of my continued prayers for you. As always, |
remain,

In The Heatrt of Christ,

#

M._.'..J-—_
Most Rev. Paul D. Etienne, DD, STL
Archbishop of Seattle
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+ 14-15 de marzo de 2026

A los feligreses de
Espiritu Santo, Kent
San Juan Bautista, Covington

Queridos amigos:

Les mantengo presente en mis oraciones mientras su familia parroquial atraviesa transiciones de
liderazgo durante este tiempo de Cuaresma. Continuemos orando para que la sabiduria y la
gracia nos guien en estos momentos dificiles.

Les escribo hoy para compartir noticias sobre la transicion pastoral en su familia parroquial. He
nombrado al Padre Crispin Okoth como su administrador parroquial a partir del 16 de marzo de
2026. Deseo agradecerle de antemano por su disposicion a servir en esta nueva responsabilidad.
Una vez mas. ha respondido generosamente con su vocacion. Confio en que, como sacerdote
experimentado, continuara aportando su presencia pastoral y su alegria por el Evangelio a la
comunidad de su familia parroquial.

Para ayudar al Padre Okoth, he pedido a su enlace parroquial, Tom East, que apoye algunas de
las operaciones y funciones administrativas de la familia parroquial, incluyendo la supervision de
las dos Asistentes Pastorales de Administracion, Kristi Vasquez en Espiritu Santo, v Kathy
Wickward en San Juan Bautista. Tom, Kristi y Kathy colaboraran estrechamente con ¢l Padre
Okoth para asegurar operaciones fluidas y coherentes.

Mi Oficina del Vicario para el Clero no sélo brindara apoyo al Padre Okoth, a Tom y al personal,
sino que trabajara con ellos para cubrir todas las necesidades pastorales y sacramentales con un
sacerdote menos asignado a la familia. También estamos buscando maneras de cubrir al Padre
Gilberto Mora Tapia en otros lugares, para que pueda dedicar mas tiempo al servicio de la
Familia Parroquial #30.

Gracias por sus continuas oraciones por estos lideres mientras responden a su llamado
vocacional al servicio de su comunidad parroquial. Tengan la certeza de que contintio orando
por ustedes. Como siempre, permanezco,

En el Corazén de Cristo,

CAMD e

Rvdmo. Mons. Paul D. Etienne, DD, STL
Arzobispo de Seattle



March 21-22, 2026

To the Parishioners of
Holy Spirit, Kent, and
St. John the Baptist, Covington

Dear Friends,

| am honored to be serving in an interim administrative role to support Fr. Crispin Okuth,
and the staffs of Holy Spirit and St. John the Baptist. Allow me to introduce myself. | serve
the Archdiocese of Seattle as the Parish Family liaison for South King County, which
includes this wonderful parish family. | have been in ministry in various roles for over four
decades including working for two different parishes, two different dioceses, and over two-
decades as the director of a national Catholic non-profit agency.

Fr. Crispin brings zeal for the gospel, a great love for these parish communities, and
tremendous pastoral gifts to this role as your priest administrator. To support Fr. Crispin in
this interim period, | will be facilitating staff meetings and supervising the ministry staff that
previously reported to Fr. Carlos. My support will include working closely with Kathy
Wickward and Kristi Vasquez as Pastoral Assistants for Administration.

| am grateful for this chance to work with the generous and caring staffs of Holy Spirit and
St. John the Baptist. Know of my continued prayers and care for you and your families.

In Christ’s peace,

e,

Tom East
Parish Family Liaison and Interim Administrative Support



March 28 Palm Sunday
HOLYJWEEK of the Passion of the Lord Vigi Mass

& 5:30 pm
March 29 Palm Sunday

E ASTER of the Passion of the Lord
9:00 am
{Livestreamed via Facebook)
at 1130 am
St. John the Baptist 5:30 pm

All Palm Sunday Masses will begin with a procession
from the MchMulien buiiding 10 the sanctuary.

April 3 Good Friday
of the Passion of the Lord

April 2 Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord's Supper

6:00 pn 6:00 pm
(Livestreamed via Facebook) (Livestreamed via Facebook )

Adoration Stations of the Cross
7:00 pm to 10:00 pm 3:00 pm TBA

Easter Masses

There will be overflow parking available across the street for
all Easter Masses, Including the Vigil,

April 4 Holy Saturday ,  April 5 Easter Sunday

The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night | of the Resurrection of the Lord

8:00 pm 9:00 am
(Livestreamed via Facebook ) (Livestreamed via Facebook)
11:30 am

No 5:30 pm Mass

This Mass will be approximately 3 hours,

Sponsored by Parish Family (PF) 30" All are welcome!
*St. John the Baptist, Covingron & Holy Spirit, Kent

Encounter...

holistic healing presence
of Jesus Christ

Presider: Rev. Crispin Okoth

Parochial Vicar, PF 30

In Kenya, Fr. Crispin has preached in
open air Healing Mass rallics, He
waorked with other prieses in the minisery
of prayer, healing & deliverance,
bringing hope & renewal to many, Come
& be on your journey to wholeness

- spirit, mind & body!
Concelebrants:

Rev. Anthony Kirema, PF 16

Fr. Stephen Okumu, PE 11

HEALING MASS

Wednesday, March 25, 2026
7:00pm
Healing Service with prayer teams
6:30pm Praise & wors]‘tip
Followed by Adoration

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

25810 156" Ave SE Covingran, WA 98042
For information, call Manlou or Myke [233)630-0701

Lenten Reflection with Fr. Crispin
“Could you not stay [keep
watch] with Me for one hour?”

Holy Spirit Parish Hall
Thursday, March 26, 2026
3:00pm - 4:30pm

Who did Jesus meet on the road to
His crucifixion?
Who was with Him?

Patrocinado por la Familia Parroquial (PF) 30° jTodos son bienvenidos!

“San Juan Bautisea, Covingron y Espiricu Sanco, Kent

Encuentro...

La presencia sanadora
holistica de Jesucristo

Preside: Padre Crispin Okoth

Vicario Parroquial, PF 30

En Kenia, el Padre Crispin ha predicado en
misas de sanacion al are libre, lmh:z_\;'\ con
orros sacerdotes en el ministerio de
oracion, sanacion y liberacion, llevando
esperanza y renovacion g muchos, Ven y
emprende e camine haeia fa plenirud
espiricy, mentaly,

Concelebrantes:
Rev. Anthony Kitema, PF 16
Fr. Seephen Okumu, PF 11

"MISA DE SANACION

Miércoles 25 de Marzo de 2026
7:00 pm

Servicio de sanacién con equipos de oracién
6:30 pm Alabanza y adoracion
Seguido de Adoracion

Iglesia catdlica de San Juan Bautista
25810 156" Ave SE Covingron, WA 08042

Vara mas intorrmacion, [lima 2 Marilou o Myke (23336300701



Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
I will put my spirit in you that you may live,
and | will settle you upon your land;
thus you shall know that | am the LORD. (Ez 37:14)

Psalm:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. (Ps 130)

Second Reading:

If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
the one who raised Christ from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies also,
through his Sprit dwelling in you. (Rom 81)

Gospel:

“l am the resurrection and the life;

whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live,

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die."
(Jn M:25-26)

Virtues, Explained!

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2007, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, ; 5 3
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved, The virtue Of falth is “man’s

response to God, who reveals
himself and gives himself to man.”
(CCC 26). Faith is encouraged
Live The Liturgy by the complementary virtues of

" hope and love, and through the
Inspiration of the Weeck gift of understanding our faith

“|azarus, come out!” Jesus calls into the tomb. grows and strengthens.

These same words he cries into the depths
of our hearts. “Come out!” God is calling you.
Come out from the sleep of your indifference.

Easter is near. Now is the time. Come out! Blessing for New Life
God, in Your goodness, restore
Observances for the week of oLt hope. P
ere we feel imprisoned, brea
March 22, 2026 our chains.
Sunday: 5th Sunday of Lent :ﬂ;’l}gﬁtwe ioelidissatiaged, biing
Monday: St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop Where "che ground feels dry,
Wednesday: The Annunciation of the Lord break through with life anew.
Next Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord; Amen.
Holy Week begins

aLPi SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2026 | FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Send corrections and bulletin content to
Pat Defiesta at communications@sjtbcc.org (for St. John the Baptist bulletin) or
S B Mary Molina at communications@holyspiritkent.org (for Holy Spirit bulletin).
Please send us content at least two (2) weeks before publication.
For St. John the Baptist questions/comments, email Pat at bulletin@sjtbcc.org

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS ON THE BACK OF THIS BULLETIN
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IToly S pirit
PARISH
Please call 253-859-0444

for event times.

Sunday, March 22
Cursillos (Spanish) - 2:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal (Swahili)
Swahili Community
Marriage Preparation (Spanish)
Youth Confirmation
St. Joseph Consecration Group
Sacramental Prep
Mother Mary Guild Baby Shower/Diaper Drive
Choir (12:30 pm) Practice
Adult Faith Formation/Bible Study
Rosario

Monday,_ March 23

Rosario del Migrante
Bible Study Groups (Spanish)
Small Christian Communities
From Grief to Growth (Spanish) 6:30
Centro Rendu Youth
Grandparent Bible Study (Spanish)
Children’s Choir

Tuesday, March 24

Food Pantry - 1:00 pm
Centro Rendu
Adult Confirmation
Small Christian Community
Mother Mary Guild
Grupo de Oracion
Choir (12:30 Spanish) Rehearsal
Terrific Tuesday Meals

Wednesday,_ March 25

Young Adult Group (Spanish)
Bible Study (Spanish)
RCIA/OCIA
Cursillos
Knights of Columbus
Childrens’ Dance Practice (traditional Mexican dances)

Thursday, March 26

Lenten Reflection with Father Crispin - 3:00 pm
Adoration
Apologetics Bible Study (Spanish)
Small Christian Community
Bible Study Communities

Friday, March 27

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry - 5:00 pm
Stations of the Cross (English) - 7:00 pm
Stations of the Cross (Spanish) - 7:00 pm

Grupo de Oracion
Bible Study Communities
Baptism Prep (Spanish)
Base Ecclesial Groups (Spanish)
Knights Council
Divine Mercy

Saturday, March 28

Retiro de matrimonios
Small Christian Community
Children Sacramental Prep

Youth Group

S The Catholic
community of
St.John the Baptist

Sunday, March 22
Mass - 9:00 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word - 9:00 am
Blood Pressure Screening Between Masses
Elementary Faith Formation - 10:15 am
Mass - 11:30 am
Mass - 5:30 pm

Monday, March 23
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am
Mass - 9:00 am
Hispanic Choir Practice - 6:00 pm
Alpha - 6:30 pm
High School Youth Group at Holy Spirit - 6:30 pm
Choir (9:00 am Sunday) Practice - 7:00 pm
Spanish Charismatic Group - 7:00 pm

Tuesday, March 24
Word & Communion Service/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am
WICS - 6:00 pm
Confirmation - 6:30 pm
Youth Confirmation Sponsor Meeting - 6:30 pm
Groupo de Oracion - 7:00 pm

Wednesday, March 25
Mass - 9:00 am
Backpack Buddies Setup - 9:30 am
Adoration - 9:45 am
Bible Study (In-Person) - 7:00 pm
Healing Mass - 7:00 pm
Middle School Night - 7:00 pm

Thursday, March 26
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am
Bible Study (Zoom) - 10:00 am
Hora Santa - Holy Hour - 3:00 pm
Marriage Encounter Couple Meeting - 5:00 pm

Mass - 6:30 pm

Young Adult Night - 6:30 pm

Choir (11:30 Sunday) Practice - 7:00 pm

OCIA - 7:00 pm

Friday, March 27
Word & Communion Service/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am
Fish Fry - 5:00 pm
Choir (Filipino) Practice - 7:00 pm
Stations of the Cross - 7:00 pm
Hispanic Charismatic Prayer - 8:00 pm

Saturday, March 28
Middle School 1% Eucharist Parent Meeting - 9:00 am
OCIA Spring Retreat - 9:00 am
Reconciliation - 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Mass - 5:30 pm
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WATER HEATERS | REPIPING | LEAK & CLOGS KENT LYNWOOD Catholic Owned
FAUCETS, TOILETS, TUBS | REMODELS | COMMERCIAL SPACES 253-859-2488 425-771-3600 Business
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Accepting
new patients
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We provide peace of mind.
Call Us Today!

Does your
organization
need a
newsletter?

We'll cover the
printing costs!

Learn more at
Ipicommunities.com
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Physio=Health.Clinic

319 Washington_Ave. S. « Kent, WA 98032

(253) 850-9780 - (253) 850-6445
office@physiohealth.clinic = physiohealth.clinic

Work Injuries » Car Accident

Julissa Uribe, Parishioner

10% OFF on food only

253-854-2699
26220 116™ Ave SE = Kent

Multidisciplinary Clinic MD DC LMT PT
Hablamos Espanol

Over 30 years of experience!
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* 2 Real Estate Brokers
Sophia Cosola 253-653-5699
Darren Parsons 206-406-6307

+ 1 Licensed, bonded & Insured Contractor

Steve Cosola 253-508-4485 ALL
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	Fifth Sunday of Lent
	The Catholic community of
	St. John the Baptist
	WEEK OF MARCH 22, 2026

	Faces of St. John the Baptist’s Sister Parish in Guatemala
	Union de las Aldeas Corpus Christi
	A Meaningful Connection, Rooted in Faith and Community
	Who is this Guatemalan parish, and how did it become part of the St. John the Baptist (SJTB) family?  Our connection began in a wonderfully personal way - through two members of our parish, whose sister served as the pastoral leader of Unión de las Aldeas Corpus Christi.  What started as a simple introduction has grown into a lasting friendship.  Over the years, we at SJTB have continued to work alongside the Salvatorians, supporting and walking in faith with our Guatemalan brothers and sisters.  In March 2026, members of our Guatemalan committee at SJTB visited our sister parish and returned with these beautiful photos to share.

	The Catholic community of

	Our Mission
	United in the Holy Spirit, we are a multicultural community celebrating Mass in four languages as we strive to live humility, gentleness, patience, bearing one another through love, striving to preserve unity of the spirit through the bond of peace: one body, one spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God. -Ephesians 4:1-6
	Stewardship is a way of life, and the diversity of our gifts is used to answer Christ’s call to proclaim and live the Gospel.
	Gather in God’s Name! Grow in God’s Time! Go in God’s Spirit!

	Mass Times & Confessions
	(check weekly schedules inside for holiday times and weekly changes to Mass)

	Office Hours
	(check weekly schedules for changes)
	Tuesday to Friday 9:00a to 4:00p Saturday from 10:00a to 3:00p Sunday & Monday - Closed
	Monday to Friday 8:00a to 5:00p Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday - Closed

	CONTACT US | PARISH STAFF
	CONTENT FROM LPI©

	PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS ON THE BACK OF THIS BULLETIN
	This Week in Our Parish Family
	Please call 253-859-0444  for event times.
	Sunday, March 22
	The Catholic community of
	St. John the Baptist
	Sunday,  March 22 Mass - 9:00 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word - 9:00 am Blood Pressure Screening Between Masses Elementary Faith Formation - 10:15 am Mass - 11:30 am Mass - 5:30 pm
	Monday,  March 23 Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am Mass - 9:00 am Hispanic Choir Practice - 6:00 pm Alpha - 6:30 pm High School Youth Group at Holy Spirit - 6:30 pm Choir (9:00 am Sunday) Practice - 7:00 pm Spanish Charismatic Group - 7:00 pm
	Tuesday,  March 24 Word & Communion Service/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am WICS - 6:00 pm Confirmation - 6:30 pm Youth Confirmation Sponsor Meeting - 6:30 pm Groupo de Oracion - 7:00 pm
	Wednesday,  March 25 Mass - 9:00 am Backpack Buddies Setup - 9:30 am Adoration - 9:45 am Bible Study (In-Person) - 7:00 pm Healing Mass - 7:00 pm Middle School Night - 7:00 pm
	Thursday,  March 26 Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am Bible Study (Zoom) - 10:00 am Hora Santa - Holy Hour - 3:00 pm Marriage Encounter Couple Meeting - 5:00 pm Mass - 6:30 pm Young Adult Night - 6:30 pm Choir (11:30 Sunday) Practice - 7:00 pm OCIA - 7:00 pm
	Friday,  March 27 Word & Communion Service/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am Fish Fry - 5:00 pm Choir (Filipino) Practice - 7:00 pm Stations of the Cross - 7:00 pm Hispanic Charismatic Prayer - 8:00 pm
	Saturday,  March 28 Middle School 1st Eucharist Parent Meeting - 9:00 am OCIA Spring Retreat - 9:00 am Reconciliation - 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm  Mass - 5:30 pm




	3-22-26 insert
	Please Pray for
	those who are sick:
	Faye Driessen, Manny Martinez, Katherine Miccile, Greg Van Zandt
	those who have died:
	Jamie Babbitt (sister of Jeff Babbitt) Pamela Isom (sister of Dale Johnson) Dorothy Meek (sister of Lana Moore-Duncan) Katie Peterson (niece of Kathy Wickward) Susan Schlimmer (mother of Ivan Mendozavalencia)


	Sharing Faith Across Borders: Reflections from Guatemala
	In late February, members of our parish had the blessing of visiting our sister parish, Union de las Aldeas Corpus Christi, in the San Marcos region of Guatemala.  Their journey was a meaningful opportunity to deepen relationships, witness the faith of the community, and learn more about both the challenges and hopes shared by our brothers and sisters in Central America.  Please enjoy the following reflection from Kathy Wickward, who traveled with the team to Guatemala.
	Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
	Jim Tanasse, Veronica Nava, and I were blessed to travel to our sister parish, Union de las Aldeas Corpus Christi, on February 24 - March 4.  Our previous hosts, Rudy and Myra Angel, were again hosts for us in San Sebastian, and we were also treated to a tour of the Ulew farm and San Juan la Laguna by our partner organization, SERES, which works with youth to champion projects in their communities.  We travelled with two representatives of SERES, who met with the youth of the parish.
	As Sunday was a festival day in the San Marcos region, we attended a Mass where the bringing up of gifts included live chickens!  After the Mass, we met with the Pastoral Council, comprised of members of all 11 churches in the parish.  They described three areas of need: 1) Many elderly village residents are unable to access care and medicine, relying on neighbors for help; medicine is prohibitively expensive.  2) Reliable access to water is becoming a greater problem. Springs, or “nacimientos,” such as the one pictured on the cover of the bulletin, are on private property and are unmanaged in rural areas. 3) Refuse removal is a problem, leading to water contamination and other issues.  A bright spot has been the growth of two of the parish’s youth ministries. We took part in a field day at Serchil (see photo on front of bulletin) with sack races, a scavenger hunt, trivia, and musical chairs.
	The parish council is working on a project that will serve all 11 communities and will keep us up to date with their plans. Meanwhile, our Guatemala team is working on a full presentation of our trip for the parish family.  Fr. Santi and Sr. Mariangeles send their greetings to Family 30 on behalf of Union de las Aldeas!

	Time Change!  Seder Meal and Celebration
	If you open your Bible to Exodus 12,  you’ll find the instructions God gave  the Israelites for a quick meal the  night before they left Egypt.  This meal, now celebrated as Passover,  commemorates God’s saving power, leading the people to freedom and a new national identity in the Promised Land.
	Passover is an 8-day festival, and the meal - called the Seder - is traditionally shared on the first one or two days.  Over time, it has drawn from many cultural traditions.
	St. John the Baptist will explore the Seder on Sunday, March 29, 2025, at 2:00 pm, with a potluck meal as part of the celebration.  Seats are limited to 60, and kids and families are especially welcome.
	For more information or to register, click on this link 👉archseattle.ccbchurch.com or email Kathy Wickward at kathyw@sjtbcc.org.

	A Beautiful Easter Tribute
	At Easter, the altar and surrounding areas                   are adorned with flowers to celebrate the                 new life that comes through Jesus’ death              and resurrection.
	We invite you to help make this beautiful display possible by donating toward Easter flowers.  You are also welcome to write the names of loved ones who have gone before us on a card.  These cards will be displayed on ribbons in the narthex as a meaningful way to remember and honor them during this joyful season.
	If you would like to contribute a pot or two of flowers, please return your donation by March 29 (Palm Sunday). Envelopes and cards are available in the narthex.  Suggested donation is $10, but any amount will be appreciated.

	A Lenten Invitation: Dinner and Devotion
	Join us in faith and fellowship throughout the Lenten season.  On Fridays during Lent, everyone is invited to a fish dinner from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm (meal prices vary depending on options selected) followed by Stations of the Cross at 7:00 pm (Good Friday at 3:00 pm1).

	Stations of the Cross
	Date
	Fish Dinner
	Stations Leader

	Keep the Love Going: Backpack Buddies Still Needs Your Help
	This Backpack Buddies program continues                      through the end of the school year, so                      please keep the donations coming.  By                        living out Christ’s call to feed the hungry,                            you are making a meaningful difference                              for families in our community.
	This week, we especially need oatmeal packets, shelf-stable milk, BelVita bars, and canned soup.  Needs change every week, so be sure to check this bulletin for the most up-to-date list of needed items.
	Shop our Amazon wish list (search “2025-2026  Backpack Buddies for Covington Elementary”) by clicking 👉Amazon, or by scanning the  QR code.  Items can be shipped directly to the  parish office.
	If you have any questions, please contact Andrea Shimek in the parish office.

	Spotlight on Ministries: Children’s Liturgy of the Word
	Every Sunday at the 9:00 am Mass, children are dismissed with their catechists to celebrate the Liturgy of the Word together.  You may have noticed them quietly returning to the church as the gifts are being offered, but have you ever wondered what happens while they are away?
	If you could peek into their gathering, you would see joyful spirits singing, praying, and listening to the readings.  Through age-appropriate discussions and activities, they explore the Gospel, learn how to apply it to their daily lives, and grow together in faith.
	This ministry is a blessing for everyone involved, and we are looking to expand our team of adult volunteers.  If you feel called to help children grow in their Catholic faith and sense the Spirit stirring in your heart, this may be the ministry for you.  Let’s connect!  Contact Therese McHenry at the parish office.

	An Invitation to  Prayer, Peace, and Renewal
	The Knights of Columbus from St. John the Baptist Council #11780 and Holy  Spirit Council #8150 warmly invite all  parishioners to a beautiful evening of  prayer as we welcome a Silver Rose  on its journey across North America in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  This special pilgrimage calls us to pray for life, peace, and spiritual renewal.
	During the service, you will have the opportunity to write a personal intention to accompany the Silver Rose as it travels to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, arriving in time for her feast day on December 12.
	All are invited to gather for this meaningful time of devotion, reflection, and unity in prayer on Thursday, April 30 at 6:30 pm at St. John the Baptist Parish.

	Hands-On Stewardship: Road Cleanup Event
	Don’t forget to join us on Saturday, March 28, from 9:00 to 11:00 am as the Creation Care Team  will be cleaning 156th Avenue  SE between SE 256th Street and  SE 264th Street, the stretch of road  directly in front of our church property.
	For safety reasons, participation is limited to adults only.  Please bring your own gloves; all other equipment will be provided.
	Kindly register by March 22 by contacting the church office or signing up on the sheet located on the table in front of the Creation Care bulletin board in the narthex.
	Thank you for helping care for our community!

	Join Our Wall of Powerful Flames
	Have you noticed the “Holy Spirit flames” displayed on the right wall of the sanctuary?  They began as a Faith Formation activity during an all-family session, where families wrote prayers for peace on each flame.
	Now, everyone is invited to take part.  Blank flames are available on the table to the right of the narthex as you exit the sanctuary.  You’re encouraged to write your own prayer and drop it in the basket on that same table.  One of our staff members will then add it to the growing “wall of flames.”

	Wrap Others in Love and Prayer
	We are seeking donations of fabric measuring  3' x 4' or 4' x 5' for the Healing Mass on Wednesday, March 25, at 7:00 pm. The fabric will be made into shawls or lap blankets, which will be blessed before the Mass and used during Mass for anyone who needs them.  Any color or soft design is welcome, as long as the fabric is fleece or flannel.
	If you are able to contribute, please contact Marilou Bickel at the parish office. Thank you for your generosity.

	Lenten Reflection with  Father Crispin
	Thursday, March 26, 2026 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm Holy Spirit Parish Hall

	Lenten Reflection with Fr. Crispin “Could you not stay [keep watch] with Me for one hour?”
	Holy Spirit Parish Hall Thursday, March 26, 2026  3:00pm - 4:30pm
	Who did Jesus meet on the road to His crucifixion?  Who was with Him?
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