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Symbols of Faith: Palms Turned to Ashes

First Sunday of Lent

Palms distributed on Palm Sunday began as ordinary palms and then are blessed,
becoming sacramentals that eventually produce the ashes distributed on Ash Wednesday.
In this way, the palms form a symbolic bridge between two liturgical seasons: marking the
beginning of Holy Week one year and ushering in the start of Lent the next.  Because the
palms were blessed, they are returned reverently to the Lord by being burned, and from
them we receive the ashes that call us back to humility, prayer, and renewal. 

Photos by Pat Defiesta & Laurie Moloney

Distributed Palm Sunday 2025 Collected February 15, 2026 Burned at Lent Event, February 15

Reduced to ashes and distributed on 
Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026
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Mass Times & Confessions

Our Mission
United in the Holy Spirit, we are a

multicultural community celebrating Mass in
four languages as we strive to live humility,
gentleness, patience, bearing one another
through love, striving to preserve unity of

the spirit through the bond of peace:
one body, one spirit, one Lord, one faith,

one baptism, one God.
-Ephesians 4:1-6

Monday to Friday 8:00a to 5:00p
Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday - Closed

Stewardship is a way of life, and the
diversity of our gifts is used to answer

Christ’s call to proclaim and live the Gospel.

Gather in God’s Name!
Grow in God’s Time!
Go in God’s Spirit!

Tuesday to Friday 9:00a to 4:00p
Saturday from 10:00a to 3:00p

Sunday & Monday - Closed

Office Hours
(check weekly schedules for changes)

(check weekly schedules inside for holiday times and weekly changes to Mass)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:00p | Spanish 7:00p
Sunday Masses

8:30a | 10:30a | 12:30p Spanish
2:30p Swahili | 6:00p Chuukese (1st Sunday)

8:00p Spanish
Weekday Masses (in chapel):

Monday 9:00a
Wednesday thru Friday 9:00a
Wednesday 7:00p (Spanish)

1st Friday (alternating months - see weekly
schedule)

Confessions:
Saturday 3:00p to 4:45p (Main church)

Wednesday 6:00p to 6:45p (chapel)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:30p
Sunday Masses:

9:00a | 11:30a | 5:30p
Weekday Masses:

Monday & Wednesday at 9:00a
Thursday at 6:30p

1st Friday at 9:00a (alternating months - see
weekly schedule)

1st Friday Spanish at 7:30p
Word & Communion/Liturgy of the Hours:

Tuesday & Friday at 9:00a
Confessions:

Saturday 4:00p to 5:00p
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Christina Daniel
Elementary Faith Formation
christinad@sjtbcc.org | x123

Juan Carlos Tafur
Facilities Steward

Brenda Fincher
Outreach
bfincher@holyspiritkent.org | x214

Mary Molina
Communications
Communications@holyspiritkent.org | x225

Evelia Torres-Lopez
Clean Environment

Cynthia Hernandez
Administrative Assistant
chernandez@holyspiritkent.org

Guadalupe Madrid
Faith Formation - Spanish
gmadrid@holyspiritkent.org | x229 

Father Carlos Orozco
Pastor
nortiz@holyspiritkent.org
253-859-0444 ext. 212

310 3rd Ave. S.
Kent, WA 98032
253-859-0444

Father Crispin Okoth
Vicar
frcrispin@holyspiritkent.org
crispino@sjtbcc.org

Father Gilberto Mora
Vicar
frgilberto@holyspiritkent.org

David Aldous
Facilities Steward
davida@sjtbcc.org | x114

Luis Diaz de Leon
Music
luisd@sjtbcc.org | x108

Rose McAvoy
Scheduling & Communications
rosem@sjtbcc.org | x103

Laurie Moloney
Liturgy & Pastoral Care
lauriem@sjtbcc.org | x111

Nancy Moore
Bookkeeping
nancym@sjtbcc.org | x102

Andrea Shimek
Database Management
andreas@sjtbcc.org | x115

Kathy Wickward
Stewardship & Outreach
kathyw@sjtbcc.org | x101

Joan Williamson
Faith Formation & Sacramental Preparation
joanw@sjtbcc.org | x109

@sjtbcovington sjtbcc.org

Kristi Vasquez
Administration & Finance
kvasquez@holyspiritkent.org | x221

Holly Renz
Liturgy, Music, RCIA, Infant Baptism
hrenz@holyspiritkent.org | x215

@holyspiritkent
holyspiritkent.org

25810 - 156th Ave. SE
Covington, WA 98042

253-630-0701Family 30

Veronica Nava Jimenez
Youth Ministry
veronican@sjtbcc.org  
X110

Nancy Ortiz
Assistant to the Pastor
nortiz@holyspiritkent.org
x212

Joe Holien
Facilities Supervisor
joeh@sjtbcc.org
x220

C O N T A C T  U S  |  P A R I S H  S T A F F

mailto:christinad@sjtbcc.org
mailto:bfincher@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:Communications@holyspiritkent.or
mailto:chernandez@holyspiritken.org
mailto:gmadrid@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:nortiz@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:frcrispin@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:frcrispin@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:crispino@sjtbcc.org
mailto:frgilberto@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:frgilberto@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:davida@sjtbcc.org
mailto:luisd@sjtbcc.org
mailto:rosem@sjtbcc.org
mailto:lauriem@sjtbcc.org
mailto:nancym@sjtbcc.org
mailto:andreas@sjtbcc.org
mailto:kathyw@sjtbcc.org
mailto:joanw@sjtbcc.org
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.instagram.com/sjtbcovington/?hl=en___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86MjYyMTRiNDIxMmVjNGFiMzFlN2YyYTkyYTBmYzExNTY6NzphZmJkOmExYzg1Nzg5ZTVlZmY0YTdmYTYwN2E3ZmYwZmUxZjI5OTI1MTdhYTQxYjM1ODlmZTk0N2U2NjRlYTIyZjhjNjM6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://sjtbcc.org/___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86MjYyMTRiNDIxMmVjNGFiMzFlN2YyYTkyYTBmYzExNTY6NzpkZTNjOjJiZGNjYzM3YThkNjk2OGE0NjZkMWQ4ODJmYWRmOTAzZmU4NGY3MzAwMzRjZjI3YzMyNGViZDZhYThmMTA2Nzg6cDpUOkY
mailto:kvasquez@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:hrenz@holyspiritkent.org
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.instagram.com/holyspiritkent/?hl=en___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86MjYyMTRiNDIxMmVjNGFiMzFlN2YyYTkyYTBmYzExNTY6NzplOTIxOmY1ZDA4OTMxMTdhNDQ4ZjU4ZjlkYzljNmM3N2Y0MzUyMmQzNjQwMGJkN2EyMDgzNzI4MjQwODBiYjBhODRlZmY6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.holyspiritkent.org/___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86MjYyMTRiNDIxMmVjNGFiMzFlN2YyYTkyYTBmYzExNTY6Nzo3ZDljOmFmNmI1NjdmNzYyNjZiNjQ2YmExMGNiODUzYjg1YzU2ZDQ2MmY2MDRkYWUwNmNiYjUzYWZhMWI0MjRiYWJhNGE6cDpUOkY
mailto:veronican@sjtbcc.org
mailto:nortiz@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:joeh@sjtbcc.org


The Catholic
community of

St. John the Baptist

Sunday, February 22
Mass - 9:00 am

Children’s Liturgy of the Word - 9:00 am
Blood Pressure Screening between morning Masses

Middle School 1  Eucharist Parent Meeting - 10:15 amst

Mass - 11:30 am
Youth Sacramental Prep - 4:00 pm

Mass - 5:30 pm
First Eucharist Parent Classes - 7:00 pm

Monday, February 23
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am

Mass - 9:00 am
Hispanic Choir Practice - 6:00 pm

Alpha - 6:30 pm
High School Youth Group (at Holy Spirit) - 6:30 pm

Choir (9:00 am Sunday) Practice - 7:00 pm
Spanish Charismatic Group - 7:00 pm

 Tuesday, February 24
Word & Communion Service/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am

WICS - 6:00 pm
Groupo de Oracion - 7:00 pm

Wednesday, February 25
Mass - 9:00 am

Backpack Buddies Setup (Youth Room) - 9:30 am
Bible Study (In-Person) - 7:00 pm

Choir (Truthful Reign) Practice - 7:00 pm
Listening Session - 7:00 pm

Thursday, February 26
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am

Bible Study (Zoom) - 10:00 am
Hora Santa - Holy Hour - 3:00 pm

Mass - 6:30 pm
Choir (11:30 Sunday) Practice - 7:00 pm

OCIA - 7:00 pm

Friday, February 27
Word & Communion Service/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am

Fish Tacos - 4:45 pm
Choir (Filipino) Practice - 7:00 pm
Stations of the Cross - 7:00 pm

Hispanic Charismatic Prayer - 8:00 pm

Saturday, February 28
Alpha Leader Training - 9:00 am

Lent Retreat - 9:00 am
Reconciliation - 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

Mass - 5:30 pm

Sunday, February 22
Choir Rehearsal (Swahili)

Swahili Community
Marriage Preparation (Spanish)

Youth Confirmation
Sacramental Prep

Choir (12:30) Rehearsal
Adult Faith Formation/Bible Study

Monday, February 23
Rosario del Migrante

Bible Study Groups (Spanish)
Food Pantry

Small Christian Communities
Centro Rendu Youth
Knights of Columbus

Grandparent Bible Study (Spanish)
High School Youth Group - 6:30 pm

Tuesday, February 24
Adult Confirmation

Small Christian Community
Grupo de Oracion

Choir (12:30 Spanish) Rehearsal
Terrific Tuesday Meals

Wednesday, February 25
Young Adult Group (Spanish)

Knights Council
Bible Study (Spanish)

RCIA/OCIA
Cursillos

Childrens’ Dance Practice (traditional Mexican dances)

Thursday, February 26
Holy Hour for Vocations

Apologetics Bible Study (Spanish)
Small Christian Community
Bible Study Communities
Choir Rehearsal (English) 
Clases de Confirmacion

Friday, February 27
Grupo de Oracion

Bible Study Communities
Baptism Prep (Spanish)

Base Ecclesial Groups (Spanish)
Marriage Prep (English)

Divine Mercy
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry - 5:00 pm

Stations of the Cross - 7:00 pm

 Saturday, February 28
Choir Rehearsal (7pm Spanish)

Small Christian Community
Children Sacramental Prep

Please call 253-859-0444 
for event times.

This Week in Our Parish Family



Help Us Continue to 
Fill Carts and Hearts

This Backpack Buddies program continues 
through the end of the school year, 
so please keep the donations coming.  
By living out Christ’s call to feed the 
hungry, you are making a meaningful 
and lasting difference for families in our 
community.

This week we especially need juice boxes, applesauce
or fruit cups/pouches, and canned soup.  Needs
change every week, so be sure to check this bulletin for
the most up-to-date list of  needed items. 

Shop our Amazon wish list (search “2025-2026 
Backpack Buddies for Covington Elementary”)
by clicking 👉Amazon, or by scanning the 
QR code.  Items can be shipped directly to the 
parish office. 

If  you have any questions, please contact Andrea
Shimek in the parish office.  Your support makes a 
difference to our children in need!  

Date Leader

February 27 (Fish Tacos) Knights of Columbus

March 6 (Fish Fry) Women’s Commission

March 13 (Fish Tacos) St. Vincent de Paul

March 20 (no Fish Fry or Tacos) Elementary Faith Formation

March 27 (Fish Fry) Guadalupanos

April 3 (Good Friday) Young Adults

Stations of the Cross

Reminder:  
Blood Pressure Check 

this weekend 
after Sunday morning Masses

Come to the Cross and Be Renewed

We would love to be part of  your faith journey this Lenten
season.  Join us for a Lenten Retreat on Saturday, 
February 28, as we reflect on the deep meaning of  the
Cross - once a tree of  brutal punishment, yet for us a 
powerful sign of  salvation.

This retreat will be a time for quiet reflection and spiritual
renewal, an invitation to encounter God’s love and
embrace the promise of  redemption.

Please see the attached flyer for additional details. We
hope you can join us.

Who Do We Want to Become?

We know - you’ve probably heard the term “listening
session” one too many times.  But really, these sessions
are vital in shaping who we will become as one
church.  Your thoughts, ideas, and concerns are
important, so please plan to attend a session and make
yourself  be heard.

As we move closer to becoming one canonical church,
your input is essential.  Listening sessions will be held
throughout March.  Check the attached flyer for dates
and times - and stay tuned, as more sessions will be
added soon.

Don’t miss this chance to help guide our future!

St. Patrick’s Day Potluck
for Everyone

We are having a party!  Join us on Sunday, March 15,
from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the McMullen Center for a
Paddy’s Day Pub Potluck - fun for all ages!  Wear green
and bring your favorite Irish-inspired dish to share.  

We also need helpers to make this event a success.
No, you don’t need to be Irish to help - or to join the fun!
Please sign up in the narthex or call the church office
if you’d like to lend a hand.

Check out our flyer for more details.

“May your blessings outnumber the shamrocks that grow,
and may trouble avoid you wherever you go!”

Join Us This Lent (7:00 pm; Good Friday) at 3:00 pm

those who are sick:
Ana Maria Medina

Terry Nelson

Please Pray for

those who have died:
Joel Pangan (cousin of Angie Santiago)

Clergy Coverage Update 
for the Week of February 23

Due to a change in travel plans, Father Gilberto will
not return until the week of March 2.

During Father Gilberto’s absence this week,
February 23 to 27, Father Carlos will cover Holy Spirit
Parish, and Father Crispin will cover St. John the
Baptist Parish.

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/OPE99WYVQM9W?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/OPE99WYVQM9W?ref_=wl_share


Spotlight on Ministries:
St. Vincent de Paul

How many of us have heard words like these?  “I will be
evicted if I can’t come up with part of my rent in three
days.”   “The food bank is only open on the days I have to
work.”  “My son is embarrassed to go to school, because
he’s worn the same clothes for the past five days.”

If your heart sinks when you hear these pleas, then the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul may be calling you.
If you feel a yearning to help neighbors in need - by
returning phone calls, delivering food, or supporting our
mission of helping families meet the basic necessities of
life - this ministry is for you.  St. Vincent de Paul also plays
a vital role in parish outreach efforts such as the
Thanksgiving Meals and the Giving Tree.

If you are interested in joining this life-giving ministry,
please contact Pat Defiesta at patd@SVdPSeattle.org.
Pat and the conference of Vincentians will welcome you
with open arms.

Attention:
Catholic Schools Families

St. John the Baptist is pleased to help make Catholic
education more accessible by subsidizing tuition at 
St. Anthony in Renton and Holy Family in Auburn.  This
allows our active parish families to receive the in-parish
tuition rate each year.

Now is the time to apply, or reapply, if  you are
planning to enroll your children in Catholic school for the
2026 to 2027 academic year.  These subsidies are not
based on financial need.  However, families must have a
stewardship pledge of any amount on file and
demonstrate active participation in parish life.

We are also excited to share that the Catholic School
Families group will be reconvening this year for fellowship
and formation.  More details will be coming soon.

To apply, please fill out the form at this link: 
👉Catholic School Families Application 
or you can scan the QR code to the right.  

We look forward to supporting your family’s commitment
to Catholic education and to growing together in faith
through our parish and school communities.

Hands-On Stewardship:
Road Cleanup Event

The Creation Care Team is pleased to
announce that the first of  its two annual
cleanups will take place on March 28
from 9:00 to 11:00 am.  We will be
cleaning 156th Avenue SE between
SE 256th Street and SE 264th Street, 
the stretch of  road directly in front of  our church property.

For safety reasons, participation is limited to adults
only.  Please bring your own gloves; all other
equipment will be provided.

Kindly register by March 21 by contacting the church
office or signing up on the sheet located on the table in
front of  the Creation Care bulletin board in the narthex.

Thank you for helping care for our community!

Faith in Action: 
Children Serving Our Community

A heartfelt thank you from the St. Vincent de Paul
Conference and the neighbors we serve to Therese
McHenry and the children of  Faith Formation for
assembling 200 hygiene kits during last Sunday’s Lent
event!

What a beautiful way to teach our children that many
young people their age lack basic necessities like these
kits and to inspire them to respond with compassion and
generosity!

                   From Jan 2025 to February 2026, our 
                     neighbors requested 58 hygiene kits and
                       cleaning supplies (that sometimes contain 
                        hygiene kits) along with 123 bags of  food.
                        These newly assembled kits will help 
replenish our current supplies and will be included in our
hygiene, cleaning, and food distributions.

Thank you for helping us care for our neighbors in need.

An Evening With Bishop Elizondo

                             All young adults are invited to a 
                             Via Christi Young Adults Event on 
                             Thursday, February 26, 2026, at 
                             St. John the Baptist parish.  The 
                             evening will begin with a bilingual Mass 
                             at 6:30 pm followed by a talk from our 
                             guest speaker, Bishop Elizondo, on 
                             hope and courage for the Lenten
                             journey with a Q&A session following
                             his presentation. 

                             Please RSVP by scanning the QR code
                             to the left.  

Saving a Spot for Our Shepherds

                        Did you know that our wonderful priests have 
                        a designated parking space in our lot?  If  not, 
                        now you do!  It is in the first row from the
                        church building on the right as you enter the 
                        parking lot and is marked “Reserved for
                        Presiding Priest.”
 
With the recent increase in attendance, we’ve noticed that
this space is sometimes overlooked or used by others.  We
kindly ask that you please leave this spot available for
Father Carlos and Father Crispin.
 
Both priests travel between Holy Spirit and St. John the
Baptist on very tight Mass schedules.  Having a reserved
space helps ensure that Mass can begin on time without
unnecessary delays.
 
Thank you very much for your understanding and
cooperation.

mailto:patd@SVdPSeattle.org
https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/92/responses/new






3-6, First Friday
   5 - 6:30 pm, Fish Fry, SJ
   5 - 6:30 pm, Fish Fry, HS
   7 pm, Stations of the Cross, SJ
   7pm - Stations of the Cross, HS
      - English in the Chapel
      - Spanish in the Church
   7:45 pm, La Misa en español, SJ

3-13, Friday
   5 - 6:30 pm, Fish Tacos, SJ
   5 - 6:30 pm, Fish Fry, HS
   7 pm, Stations of the Cross, SJ
   7pm - Stations of the Cross, HS
      - English in the Chapel
      - Spanish in the Church

3-14, Saturday
   1 pm, Reconciliation Service, SJ

3-20, Friday
   5 - 6:30 pm, Fish Fry, HS
   7 pm, Stations of the Cross, SJ
      led by Faith Formation Families
   7pm - Stations of the Cross, HS
      - English in the Chapel
      - Spanish in the Church

3-21, Saturday
      Middle School Encounter, 
       Kennedy High School, 
      Archdiocese event, 
      preregistration required

March

3-25, Wednesday
   7 pm, Healing Mass, SJ

3-27, Friday
   5 - 6:30 pm, Fish Fry, HS
   7 pm, Stations of the Cross, SJ
   7pm - Shadow Stations of the 
      Cross, HS led by confirmation 
      teens

PARISH FAMILY 30
LENT 2026

February 18  - April  4th th

February
2-15, Lent Event
   10 - 11:30 am, McMullen MPR, SJ

2-18, Ash Wednesday 
   9 am, Mass, eng., HS & SJ
   5:30 pm, Word & Ash Service, SJ
   6 pm, Mass, eng., HS
   7 pm, Mass, eng., SJ
   7:30 pm, Mass, sp., HS

2-20, Friday
   5 - 6:30 pm, Fish Fry, SJ
   5 - 6:30 pm, Fish Fry, HS
   7 pm, Stations of the Cross, SJ
   7pm - Stations of the Cross, HS
      - English in the Chapel
      - Spanish in the Church

2-27, Friday
   5 - 6:30 pm, Fish Tacos, SJ
   5 - 6:30 pm, Fish Fry, HS
   7 pm, Stations of the Cross, SJ
      led by Knights of Columbus
   7pm - Stations of the Cross, HS
      - English in the Chapel
      - Spanish in the Church

2-28, Saturday
    9 am - 3 pm, Family 30 
       Lent Retreat,
       Featured Speaker: Fr. Crispin

Holy Week
3-28, Palm Sunday Vigil Masses
     5:00 pm, English, HS
    5:30 pm, English, SJ
    7:00 pm, Spanish, HS

3-29, Palm Sunday Masses
    8:30 am, English, HS
    9:00 am, English. SJ
   10:30 am, English, HS
   11:30 am, English, HS
   12:30 pm, Spanish, HS
    2:30 pm, Swahili, HS
    5:30 pm, English, SJ
     8:00 pm, Spanish, SJ

4-2, Holy Thursday
   Mass of the Lord’s Supper
     6 pm, SJ
   Holy Thursday Adoration
      7 pm - 10 pm, SJ

4-3, Good Friday
   3 pm, Living Stations of the Cross, 
      Presented in Spanish & English, HS
   3pm, Stations of the Cross, SJ
   6 pm, Passion of the Lord Service, SJ

4-4, Holy Saturday
   9am-12pm, Decorate Sanctuary, SJ

Changes to the published events may occur. Please refer to the weekly bulletin for updates.

HS = Holy Spirit
 SJ = St. John the Baptist

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/archseattle.org/events/middle-school-encounter/___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86MjYyMTRiNDIxMmVjNGFiMzFlN2YyYTkyYTBmYzExNTY6NzpjYjYyOmQ2MjdhZDgxMjcwYjYzNDk1MDRlNGZhNDllMGYxZDJhYzRiZjdiNzc5M2U2YjU1NjRjMTc0M2Y5ODMyM2E5ZDk6cDpUOkY


Community & Small Group 
Listening Sessions

2/25, Wed. 7-8:30 pm

3/2, Mon. 9:30-11:30 am

3/5, Thur. 7 - 9pm

3/21, Sat. 10-12 pm

3/15, Sun. 1-3 pm

3/10, Thur. 6:30 - 8:30 pm

The next opportunities to share your thoughts will
be during the month of March. 

The following sessions will be at St. John the
Baptist. More opportunities will be added soon.

Your voice is essential!
Who do we want to become?



Send corrections and bulletin content to 
Pat Defiesta at communications@sjtbcc.org (for St. John the Baptist bulletin) or 

Mary Molina at communications@holyspiritkent.org (for Holy Spirit bulletin). 
Please send us content at least two (2) weeks before publication. 

For St. John the Baptist questions/comments, email Pat at bulletin@sjtbcc.org

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS ON THE BACK OF THIS BULLETIN
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