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£ |It's a labor of love by all ages! Thanksgiving meals were
g thoughtfully bagged and loaded into cars and trucks so
# food-insecure families could enjoy a holiday feast. Heartfelt

X make this effort possible, and to our generous donors, whose
contributions brought these meals to life. Your compassion,
teamwork, and generosity embody the true spirit of the
season - giving, caring, and lifting one another up.
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Our Mission

United in the Holy Spirit, we are a
multicultural community celebrating Mass in
four languages as we strive to live humility,

gentleness, patience, bearing one another
through love, striving to preserve unity of
the spirit through the bond of peace: Gather in God’s Name!
one body, one spirit, one Lord, one faith, Grow in God’s Time!
one baptism, one God. Go in God’s Spirit!
-Ephesians 4:1-6

Stewardship is a way of life, and the
diversity of our gifts is used to answer
Christ’s call to proclaim and live the Gospel.

Mass Times & Confessions

(check weekly schedules inside for holiday times and weekly changes to Mass)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:00p | Spanish 7:00p
Sunday Masses
8:30a | 10:30a | 12:30p Spanish
2:30p Swahili | 6:00p Chuukese (1st Sunday)
8:00p Spanish
Weekday Masses (in chapel):
Monday 9:00a
Wednesday thru Friday 9:00a
Wednesday 7:00p (Spanish)
1st Friday (alternating months - see weekly
schedule)
Confessions:
Saturday 3:00p to 4:45p (Main church)
Wednesday 6:00p to 6:45p (chapel)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:30p
Sunday Masses:
9:00a | 11:30a | 5:30p
Weekday Masses:
Monday & Wednesday at 9:00a
Thursday at 6:30p
1st Friday at 9:00a (alternating months - see
weekly schedule)
1st Friday Spanish at 7:30p
Word & Communion/Liturgy of the Hours:
Tuesday & Friday at 9:00a
Confessions:
Saturday 4:00p to 5:00p

Office Hours

(check weekly schedules for changes)

Tuesday to Friday 9:00a to 4:00p
Saturday from 10:00a to 3:00p
Sunday & Monday - Closed

Monday to Friday 8:00a to 5:00p
Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday - Closed




CONTACT US | PARISH STAFF

310 3rd Ave. S.
Kent, WA 98032
253-859-0444

Holy Spirit

25810 - 156th Ave. SE
Covington, WA 98042

253-630-0701

The Catholic
community of
St. John the Baptist

Father Carlos Orozco
Pastor
frcarlos@holyspiritkent.org

Vicar

Father Crispin Okoth

frerispin@holyspiritkent.org

Father Gilberto Mora
Vicar

frcarlos@sjtbcc.org crispino@sitbcc.org

frgilberto@holyspiritkent.org

Brenda Fincher
Outreach
bfincher@holyspiritkent.org | x214

‘ Cynthia Hernandez
Administrative Assistant
chernandez@holyspiritken.org

Guadalupe Madrid
Faith Formation - Spanish
gmadrid@holyspiritkent.org | x229

Mary Molina
Communications )
Communications@holyspiritkent.org | x225

Holly Renz
Liturgy, Music, RCIA, Infant Baptism
hrenz@holyspiritkent.org | x215

Juan Carlos Tafur
Facilities Steward

Evelia Torres-Lopez
Clean Environment

el Kristi Vasquez
ﬁ Administration & Finance
kvasquez@holyspiritkent.org | x221

@holyspiritkent
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David Aldous
Facilities Steward
davida@sjtbcc.org | x114

. Christina Daniel

Elementary Faith Formation
christinad@sjtbcc.org | x123

Luis Diaz de Leon
Music
luisd@sijtbcc.org | x108

Rose McAvoy
Scheduling & Communications
rosem@sjtbcc.org | x103

Laurie Moloney
Liturgy & Pastoral Care
lauriem@sjtbcc.org | x111

Nancy Moore
Bookkeeping
nancym@sijtbcc.org | x102

Andrea Shimek
Database Management
andreas@sjtbcc.org | x115

Kathy Wickward
Stewardship & Outreach
kathyw@sjtbcc.org | x101

Joan Williamson
Faith Formation & Sacramental Preparation
joanw@sjtbcc.org | x109

Veronica Nava Jimenez

Youth Ministry
% veronican@sjtbcc.org

Nancy Ortiz

Assistant to the Pastor
nortiz@holyspiritkent.org

x212

X110

Joe Holien
®\  Facilities Supervisor
e joeh@sjtbcc.org
e X220
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH FAMILY
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Please call 253-859-0444 for times.

Sunday, December 7

Adult Faith Formation
Centro Rendu
Choir Rehearsal (Swahili) - 12:00 pm
Rosary (Spanish)
Sacramental Preparation
Swahili Community - 4:30 pm
Confirmation - 6:30 pm

Monday, December 8

Bible Study (Spanish) - 10:00 am
Grandparent Bible Study (Spanish) - 10 am
Food Pantry - 1:00 pm
Centro Rendu - 3:00 pm
Confirmation - 6:30 pm
Small Christian Communities - 7:00 pm
Partners in the Gospel PFAC

Tuesday, December 9
Rosary - 12:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal (Spanish) - 12:30 pm
Terrific Tuesday Meals - 5:30 pm
Alpha - 6:30 pm
Small Christian Community - 7:00 pm
Adult Confirmation

Wednesday, December 10
Cursillos (Spanish) - 2:00 pm
Knights of Columbus Golf Committee - 6:00 pm
RCIA/OCIA - 6:30 pm
Bible Study
Rosary (English & Spanish)
Young Adult Group (Spanish)

Thursday, December 11

Holy Hour for Vocations - 10:00 am
Celebracion Guadalupana Dance Practice - 5:30 pm
Young Adult Core Team (Spanish)
Apologetics Bible Study (Spanish)

Centro Rendu - 7:00 pm
Adult Confirmation (Spanish)

Small Christian Community

Friday, December 12

Swahili Community Choir Retreat - 9:00 am
Grupo de Oracion - 7:00 pm
Base Ecclesial Groups (Spanish) - 7:00 pm
Bible Study Communities
Divine Mercy

Saturday, December 13

Swahili Community Choir Retreat - 9:00 am
Sacramental Preparation - 9:00 am or 12:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal (7:00 pm Spanish) - 7:00 pm
Small Christian Communities - 7:00 pm

S The Catholic
community of
St. John the Baptist

Sunday, December 7
Mass - 9:00 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word - 9:00 am Mass
Elementary Faith Formation - 10:15 am
Mass - 11:30 am
Mass - 5:30 pm
Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena - 7:00 pm

Monday, December 8
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am
Hispanic Choir Practice - 6:00 pm
Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena - 6:00 pm
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception Mass - 6:30 pm
Choir (9:00 am Sunday) Practice - after Mass
Spanish Charismatic Group - 7:00 pm

Tuesday, December 9
Word & Communion/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am
WICS - 6:00 pm
Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena - 6:00 pm
Confirmation Phase 2 - 6:30 pm
Groupo de Oracion - 7:00 pm

Wednesday, December 10
Mass - 9:00 am
Backpack Buddies Setup in Youth Room - 9:30 am
Guadalupe Decorating - 10:00 am

Children’s Mass Rehearsal - 4:30 pm

Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena - 6:00 pm

Middle School Night - 6:30 pm
Choir (Truthful Reign) Practice - 7:00 pm

Thursday, December 11
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am
Guadalupe Welcome Breakfast - 10:30 am
Guadalupe Rosary - 11:00 am
Weekly Walking Group - 11:00 am
Guadalupe Pilgrimage to Holy Spirit - 12:00 pm
Hora Santa Holy Hour - 3:00 pm
Facility & Grounds Commission Meeting - 4:30 pm

Mass - 6:30 pm

Women’s Commission Meeting - 6:30 pm

Liturgy Commission Meeting - 7:00 pm

OCIA - 7:00 pm

Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena - 7:00 pm

Friday, December 12
Guadalupe Breakfast - 4:00 am
Guadalupe Mafanitas - 4:00 am

Guadalupe Rosary - 6:00 am & 12:00 pm
Guadalupe Traditional Dance - 6:45 am
Word & Communion Service - 9:00 am

Nativity Play Rehearsal - 5:30 pm
Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass - 7:00 pm

Choir (Filipino) Practice - 7:00 pm
Our Lady of Guadalupe Dinner - 8:30 pm

Saturday, December 13
Reconciliation - 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Mass - 5:30 pm



Please Pray for

those who have died:

Ricky Collette (cousin of Valerie Costanzo)
Jean Smith (aunt of Roberta Tift)
Bruce Willard (husband of Lois Willard)

Your Gift, Our Future

With this final invitation, we thank you for st —
the many ways you strengthen St. John
the Baptist’s parish family. May our $300,000
shared generosity continue to bear fruit $700,000
in the year ahead, and may God bless 400,006 —
you and your loved ones abundantly for
all that you give.

$671,305

If you haven’t yet made your pledge, you  #%&®
can do so online by clicking or scanning ~ sx0.00
the QR code below, or visit our website at  swoee0 —

sjtbcc.org. We also kindly ask you to
consider St. John the Baptist in your
estate planning. Your generosity helps
sustain our parish mission for generations
to come.

[E] As of December 2, our pledges total
i, ’?E $671,305 from 305 of our 1200 registered
Ly families, 67% of our goal of $1,000,000!

Safe Car Parking Awarded St. Joseph
Grant

Our St. John the Baptist Safe Car Parking program, which
sets aside eight spaces for singles and families living in
their vehicles, has been awarded a $26,400 grant from the
St. Joseph Foundation. Established in 2021, the foundation
awards grants to parishes and non-profits to further the
social and the discipleship missions of the Catholic Church.
The Safe Car Program will use the grant to fund weekly
case management services, which increases the number of
people we can serve by helping guests more quickly locate
appropriate housing. We still need volunteers to staff our
cameras and phone line! Choose one week per month -
youlll need a computer, a cell phone, and 20 minutes to an
hour most nights. Please contact Kathy Wickward or

Luis Diaz de Leon at the parish officed if you are
interested.

These Are Our Gifts

Partners Reports Available Online

If you missed the visual report included
with the bulletin two weekends ago, or
would like to spend more time with it, you -
can read the report on our parish website in English and
Spanish. You'll also find a link there to a full written
summary report with more detail about the themes that
emerged.

Visit: sjtbcc.org/what-are-our-gifts/

Help Fill Hearts and Stock The Store

| Santa’s helpers - led by our chief
elves, Mary Hammock and Kathy
Kernan - are gearing up to launch
Santa’s workshop any day now.
Soon, all the lovingly prepared gifts
will make their way to the Giving
Tree Store on December 21.

On that joyful day, families from our St. John the Baptist
community, many of whom feared Christmas might not
happen for them this year, will be invited to shop for toys
and gifts.

If Christmas feels overwhelming or hopeless this year,
and you need a little help with gifts for your children, we
warmly invite you to stop by the narthex, fill out a form,
and drop it in the offering box.

This year, the Giving Tree team is excited to bring back
two long-time favorites that weren't available last year:
queen-size blankets and laundry detergent. Of course,
we hope to offer the ever-popular essentials - socks,
underwear, PJs, pants, tops, coats for kids (infant
through adult 2XL), and a wide variety of toys. Take
advantage of the Christmas sales to shop for these
items! Tags are available in the narthex and will remain
there until a few days before the store opens.

But two elves can’'t make Christmas happen on their
own - they need a whole team! They are looking for
more elves to:

. Help families shop at the Giving Tree Store on
December 21.

. Move gifts from under the tree to the closet near the
nursery after all Masses.

. Transfer items from the closet to the McMullen
Center each Monday.

. Sort, set up, restock, and clean up the store on
December 21.

If you can give of your time to bring joy
and big smiles to families this Christmas,
please scan the QR code to the left or
you can also sign up at = sjtbcc.org.
Thank you!

Decorate with Poinsettias

You are invited to make a donation in
honor or memory of a loved one to 5
help provide the poinsettias that will
decorate our church for Christmas.
Blank memorial cards are available
in the narthex - simply write the name
of your loved one, place the card and your &=
donation in the envelope, and drop it in the collection
box. All memorial cards will be displayed in the
narthex at Christmas.

Deadline: Sunday, December 21, 2025
Suggested donation: $10 per poinsettia
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Help Us Clear the Way This Winter!

- i Last Sunday, the temperature in Covington

o -._-?7‘.3‘% <% dropped to 29°F! When it gets this cold, icy
5\TF% sidewalks and parking lots can create unsafe
* conditions for those attending early morning

Masses.

We are still looking for families who can s
dedicate a little time around 8:00 a.m.ona i+
Sunday to help de-ice the sidewalks. This is a
wonderful opportunity to serve our parish in a practical and
meaningful way! Your efforts will help ensure everyone
can safely attend Mass during the winter months.

If you are interested in this “winter ministry,” please
contact Joe Holien at 253-630-0701 x220 to join the de-
icing team.

Thank you for your time, care, and service!

Two Cultures, One Christmas Spirit

This Christmas, and in Christmases past, # <\
St. John the Baptist honors the rich £
traditions of Our Lady of Guadalupe ™
and Simbang Gabi. Our Lady of =
=# % Guadalupe celebrates Mexican faith .=
Masses, processions, and festive gatherings,

while Simbang Gabi is a Filipino devotional practice of
early morning Masses that fosters spiritual preparation,

gratitude, and community.

v
.

Though different in origin - one a Marian apparition, the
other a liturgical tradition - both beautifully blend faith with
culture and strengthen parish unity.

Join us this Advent season to experience the joy, music,
and community of both traditions, and share in the spirit of
Christmas with your parish family! Check our weekly
schedule for events celebrating these traditions.

Evergreen Love

The wreath’s circle, with no beginning or
end, reflects God’s eternal love. lIts
evergreen branches symbolize life that
endures through winter, reminding us
that even in our own “winters,” God’s
faithfulness remains alive. Traditionally,
#2v7??"the wreath includes four candles, each

symbolizing a key theme of Advent:

« First Candle — Hope (Prophecy Candle): A reminder
that God keeps His promises, even when we can’t yet
see the path ahead.

- Second Candle — Peace (Bethlehem Candle): We
think of the quiet and humble place where Christ
entered our world in vulnerability.

« Third Candle — Joy (Shepherd’s Candle): The rose-
colored candle calls us to rejoice, even in the midst of
ordinary or difficult days.

« Fourth Candle — Love (Angel’s Candle): God’s love,
poured out in sending His Son, meets us in all our
imperfections.

- -
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Holiday Season Pancake Breakfast
Sunday December 14th

10:00 - 11:30 am

Council 11780 Council 11780

Pancakes, Eggs, Sausage, Biscuit & Gravy

All Proceeds Will Support

The Archdiocese of Seattle Seminarians
(Our Next Generation of Priests)

Adults: $10 | Youth 6-16: $5 | Children 5 and Under: Free

Fighting Weekend Hunger

You are helping fight weekend hunger!

Thanks to your generous donations,

the Backpack Buddies program has filled

over 467 meal bags for Covington

Elementary students. Every gift, prayer,

and act of service makes a real difference.

If you have any questions, please contact Andrea
Shimek in the parish office. This is an ongoing effort
that will run throughout the school year, ending in
June 2026.

Ways to support the Backpack Buddies Program:

« Shop our Amazon wish list (search
“2025-2026 Backpack Buddies for .
Covington Elementary”) by L
clicking = Amazon, or by scanning rﬁ}gﬁé fﬁ
the QR code. Items can be shipped @Eﬁé‘%ﬁz
directly to the parish office.

« Use your preferred online retailer and have your
items shipped directly to the parish office.

« Purchase items locally and place them in the bin
by the Life, Justice, and Peace table in the
narthex or bring them to the parish office.

« Monetary donations. Write all checks out to “St.
John the Baptist Catholic Church”.

This week, we need applesauce or fruit cups (or
pouches), shelf-stable milk, granola bars, and
fresh fruit. Needs change every week, so be sure
to check our weekly bulletins for items needed for
that particular week.

Your Voice, Your Bulletin! %
This bulletin is created to serve you. To help

us improve future editions, we’'d love your feedback:

10
i &"‘}

. What information would you like to see
included?

« Do you have suggestions for future cover
photos?

Please send your suggestions to Pat at
bulletin@sjtbcc.org
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Journey to Christmas:
Young Adult Gatherings

Mass & IcE SRATING!

7 PM Mass @ Holy Spirit 7
815 PM Open Skate @ Kent Valley Ice Center ﬁ%* ‘&\1 -

) %@p

WHAT 1S THE SACRAMENT OF C{]NFESSION ?

Dive into the beautiful Meaning of Rec

6:30 PM @ St. John the Baptist

onciliation

GINGERBREAD HoUSE MARING & KARAOKE NIGHT!
6:30 PM @ St. John the Baptist

MASS AND SERVICE!
Prepare for Christmas with the

6:30 PM Mass @ St. John the Baptist followed by
serving food to our brothers and sisters in need

December 14 | 10:30 AM

8t. Philomena
1790 5 222nd St | Des Moines

St Thomas
4415 5 190th St | Tukwila

DAY 1- MONDAY
December 15 | 6 PM

St. Prancis of Assisi
15236 215t Ave SW | Burien

DAY 2 - TUESDAY
December1s | 6 PM

St. Francis of Assisi
15236 215t Ave SW | Burien

DAY 3- WEDNESDAY
December17 | s PM
St. Theresa
3030 SE 3317 8t | Federal Way
Our Lady of Lourdes
10243 12th Ave § | Burien

DAY 4-THURSDAY
December18s | 6 PM

St Bernadette
1028 SW 128th St | Seattle

| | sio ass |
Saturday, December13 | 11AM | St. James Cathedral | 804 9th Ave, Seattle

DAY 5- FRIDAY
December19 | 6 PM

St. Bernadette
1028 3W 128th 8t | Seattle

Decemnber 19 | 6:30 PM
Holy Family
505 17th 8t 8E | Aubum

DAY 6 - SATURDAY
December 20 | 5 PM

Holy Spirit
3272nd Ave 8 | Kent

St. Andrew
1401 Valley Ave | Sumner

St. Francis of Assisi
15236 215t Ave SW | Burien

St. Stephen the Martyr
13055 SE 192n1d 8t | Renton

St. Vincent de Paul

30525 sth Ave 8| Federal Way

December 20 | 530 PM
St. John the Baptist

25810 156th Ave SE | Covington

DAY 7-SUNDAY
DECEMBER 21 | 10 AM

St. Francis of Assisi
15236 215t Ave SW | Burien

DECEMBER 21| 5PM
SLA.nthD
416 South 4™ 8t { Renton

DAY 8 - MONDAY
DECEMBER 22 | 6 PM

Our Lady of Lourdes
10243 12th Ave 8 | Burien
DAY 9- TUESDAY
December 23 | 6 PM

St. Francis of Assisi
15236 215t Ave SW | Burien

gl ]50 ...g
@2kl 2025

Saturday, December 20, 2025 at 5:30 PM
Celebrant: Fr. Crispin Okoth

Boxed To Go Filipino food available after the mass.
Hosted by: The Filipino-American Association of SJTBCC

A Reminder for our
Generous Community

~

Please refrain from leaving
donations of clothing,
religious items, flyers, and
other material in the narthex
until you receive approval
from the office.

We hope to maintain a clean
and welcoming space for all
who come to worship.



OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

December 3-12

See additional flyer in the narthex
for a detailed schedule

DECEMBER

12/5: First Friday
9:00 AM, Mass, SJTB
9:30 AM - 4:00 PM, Adoration, SJTB

12/5: First Friday Mass in Spanish
7:30 PM, SJTB

12/6: Family 30 Advent Retreat
9:00 AM - 3:15 PM, SJTB

12/6: Advent Reconciliation Service
10:00 AM, Holy Spirit, English

12/6: Multi-Language Rosary
3:15-4:00 PM, SJTB

12/8: Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception - Holy Day of Obligation
9:00 AM, Mass, Holy Spirit, English
6:30 PM, Mass, STJB, English
7:00 PM, Mass, Holy Spirit, Spanish

12/6: Reconciliation Service, English
10:00 AM, Holy Spirit

12/13: Reconciliation Service, Spanish

10:00 AM, Holy Spirit

DECEMBER continued

12/13: Advent Reconciliation Service
10 AM, Holy Spirit, Spanish

12/14: KoC Pancake Breakfast
9:30 - 11:30 AM, Holy Spirit
12/14: KoC Pancake Breakfast

10:00-11:30 AM, STJB

12/20: Advent Reconciliation Service
10:00 AM -12:00 PM, SJTB

12/20 Simbang Gabi *
5:00 PM Mass, Holy Spirit —

5:30 PM Mass, SJTB

In lieu of a reception, following the ﬁ ﬁ

Mass there will be to go boxes of
Filipino food provided by the

Fil-Am community of St. John the Baptist.

JANUARY

1/1: Solemnity of Mary the Most Holy
Mother of God - Holy Day of Obligation
10:00 AM, Mass, Holy Spirit, English
6:00 PM, Mass, SJTB, English
7:30 PM, Mass, Holy Spirit, Spanish

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

For more information about how you can help the
many ministries in Family 30 contact:

Brenda Fincher, bfincher@holyspiritkent.org
Kathy Wickward, kathyw@sjtbcc.org

11/22 - 12/21, Giving Tree at Holy Spirit
Pick up a tag, purchase, and return the gift

11/29 - 12/14, Giving Tree at St. John

Pick up a tag, purchase, and return the gift

11/29 - 12/7, Sock, Glove, & Blanket Drive
Drop-off donations of new warm items at Holy
Spirit or St. John the Baptist, organized by the
Confirmation Youth of Family 30.

12/21: Giving Tree Store, McMullen MPR
Volunteers needed
9:00 -11:30 AM, Setup
12:30 - 7:.00 PM, Guests Shopping
7:00 - 9:00 PM, Cleanup
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Discover Fire
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TWO THINGS...

Preparing as a Parish Family for Advent:"The
Kingdom of Heaven is Here"

As we begin Advent together, our readings from
Matthew's Gospel invite us to embrace the theme,
"The Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand" (Mt 3:2), which
will be our focus this liturgical year.

Far from a season of mere waiting, Advent calls us to
slow down amid the rush of daily life, to pause and

Transitionaldeacons proclaim the Gospel, assist at
Mass, baptize, and witness marriages, embodying
Christ's service to the Church. His journey reminds us
that vocations thrive through communal support. Our
role is vital: we welcome all stages of discernment,
from encouraging our children to serve the
community through altar serving, to hosting affiliates
like Pedro and Andy at the start of their application
process, to those nearing ordination like Simon.

perceive the signs of God's kingdom already unfoldingEvery Christian community must foster vocations as

around us. Just as John the Baptist proclaimed the
nearness of the reign of God, we are urged to
recognize Christ's presence in our midst: in acts of
kindness, in the quiet beauty of creation, and in the
hope that binds our community together.

This Advent, let us prepare as a family of faith by
journeying intentionally toward the fulfillment of

an essential part of pastoral care, integrating them
into ordinary life. By praying for discerners, inviting
them into parish ministries, and sharing our own faith
stories, we cultivate a "vocationally fruitful"
environment.

To make priestly vocations more visible, we're
introducing a simple pastoral initiative that is

Christ's coming. The Liturgy reminds us that Advent isstandard in the universal Church. Seminarians

a time of joyful hope, conversion, and expectation. It
is not passive delay, but active discernment of the
salvation already at work. In our parish, this means
gathering for prayer, sharing meals, and supporting
one another through small, kingdom-building
moments: lighting Advent wreaths at home,
reconciliation service, retreat, or volunteering in
outreach.

stationed here, and young men who express interest
in exploring a possible call and serve as altar servers,
will wear the cassock and surplice for liturgies at the
start of the new year. This clerical attire symbolizes
service, fostering a "pre-seminary" experience. It
helps our community identify and pray for these
young men, not to elevate them, but to unite in
support. This change does not diminish the dignity of
any ministry in our parish, but simply highlights one

Slowing down reveals the kingdom's dawn in our lives,specific vocational path among many that God

drawing us closer to the eternal joy of Christmas and
beyond. Let us walk this path together, eyes open to
God's unfolding grace.

Celebrating Vocations: Welcoming Deacon Simon
and Those Who Discern We rejoice and give thanks to
God for the recent ordination of Simon Stehr as a
transitional deacon, a stable but temporary step
toward priesthood, where he now serves in the
diaconate of liturgy, word, and charity while
completing seminary formation.

. ‘ﬂ//m%f)

awakens within His people. This is already done at the
Swahili and Spanish Mass, and will be made universal
for the parish family.

The alb remains the standard for all servers,
symbolizing our shared baptismal garment. This step
honors Vatican Il's call to renew the diaconate and
priesthood while nurturing vocations organically. | ask
that we embrace this change with open hearts, for the
Glory of God, and the future of our Archdiocese.

SPANISH ON REVERSE



DOS COSAS...

Preparandonos como Familia Parroquial para el Adviento: "El Reino de los Cielos Esta Aqui" Al comenzar el

Adviento juntos, las lecturas del Evangelio de Mateo nos invitan a abrazar el tema: «El Reino de

los Cielos esta cerca» (Mt 3,2), el cual serd nuestro enfoque durante este afio liturgico. Lejos de ser una
temporada de simple espera, el Adviento nos llama a desacelerar en medio de las prisas de la vida diaria, a
hacer una pausay percibir los signos del Reino de Dios que ya se esta desplegando entre nosotros. Asi como
Juan el Bautista proclamo la cercania del reinado de Dios, se nos anima a reconocer la presencia de Cristo en
medio de nosotros: en los actos de bondad, en la belleza silenciosa de la creacién y en la esperanza que une a
nuestra comunidad.

Este Adviento, preparémonos como una familia de fe caminando intencionalmente hacia el cumplimiento de
la venida de Cristo. La liturgia nos recuerda que el Adviento es un tiempo de alegre esperanza, de conversion
y de expectativa. No es una espera pasiva, sino un discernimiento activo de la salvacién que ya esta en
marcha. En nuestra parroquia, esto implica reunirnos para orar, compartir la mesa, y apoyarnos mutuamente
en pequefos momentos que construyen el Reino: encendiendo las coronas de Adviento en casa, participando
en el servicio de reconciliacion, en el retiro, o colaborando en labores de servicio y caridad.

Al desacelerar, descubrimos el amanecer del Reino en nuestras vidas, acercandonos a la alegria eterna de la
Navidad y mas alla. Caminemos juntos este camino, con los 0jos abiertos a la gracia que Dios sigue
desplegando.

Celebrando las Vocaciones: Damos la Bienvenida al Didcono Simén y a Quienes Disciernen

Nos alegramos y damos gracias a Dios por la reciente ordenacion de Simdén Stehr como diacono transitorio,
un paso estable pero temporal hacia el sacerdocio, donde ahora sirve en el ministerio liturgico, de la Palabray
de la caridad, mientras completa su formacion en el seminario.

Como parroquia, nuestro papel es fundamental: acogemos todas las etapas del discernimiento, desde animar
a nuestros nifos a servir a la comunidad como monaguillos, hasta acompafar a afiliados como Pedro y Andy
en el inicio de su proceso de aplicacion, y a quienes se acercan a la ordenacién, como Simon.

Toda comunidad cristiana debe fomentar las vocaciones como parte esencial del cuidado pastoral,
integrandolas en la vida ordinaria. Al orar por quienes disciernen, invitarlos a los ministerios parroquiales y
compartir nuestras propias experiencias de fe, cultivamos un ambiente “vocacionalmente fecundo”.

Para hacer mas visible la experiencia vocacional hacia el sacerdocio, estamos introduciendo una sencilla
iniciativa pastoral. Los seminaristas asignados aqui y los jévenes que expresen interés en explorar una posible
llamada y sirvan como monaguillos, usaran sotanay sobrepelliz al inicio del nuevo afio. Esto retoma una
vestimenta clerical histdrica que simboliza el servicio y que es comun para monaguillos en muchas

parroquias, favoreciendo una experiencia “preseminarial”. Esto ayuda a nuestra comunidad a identificar y orar
por estos jovenes; no para exaltarlos, sino para unirnos en su apoyo.

Este cambio no disminuye la dignidad de ningun ministerio en nuestra parroquia, sino que destaca un camino
vocacional especifico entre muchos que Dios suscita en su pueblo. El alba seguira siendo el atuendo estandar
para todos los monaguillos, simbolizando nuestra vestidura bautismal compartida. Este paso responde al
llamado del Concilio Vaticano Il a renovar el diaconado y el sacerdocio, mientras fomentamos las vocaciones
de manera organica. Les pido que recibamos este cambio con corazones abiertos, para la gloria de Dios y el
futuro de nuestra Arquididcesis.
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Weekly Prayer

CONTENT FROM LPIO

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him:
a spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
a spirit of counsel and of strength,
a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD. (lsa 11:2)

Psalm:
Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
(Ps 72)

Second Reading:
Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you,
for the glory of God. (Romans 15:7)

Gospel:
“I am baptizing you with water, for repentance,
but the one who is coming after me is mightier than 1" (Mt 3:11)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass @2001, 1998, 1970 CCD,
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass @& 1969, 1981, 1897,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Cerporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

The story of Advent is a story of

repentance. John the Baptist held up a
mirror to the chosen people. He urged
them to look at what they saw there. This
Advent, will we look in the mirror? Will we
choose repentance?

Observances for the week of
December 7, 2025

ST. NICHOLAS " ¥ | |

¥ )

Devotions, Explained!

St. Nicholas is sometimes
merged with the modern figure
of Santa Claus in the collective
imagination. But St. Nicholas was
a real-life bishop, a follower of
Jesus whose example of Christian
self-giving endures hundreds of
years after his death.

Prayer for Advent -
Peace
Come, Lord Jesus!

Bring your peace to our world.
Inspire reconciliation, heal

Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent ' diViSionS, bind WOUﬂdS,
Monday: The _Immaculate Conception of the Blessed rewrite scripts.
Viegiy Mary _ You are the Prince of Peace,
Tuesday: St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin bring that light into every space.
Wednesday: Our Lady of Loreto Amen.
Thursday: St. Damasus |, Pope
Friday: Our Lady of Guadalupe
Saturday: St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent
oLPi SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025 | SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Send corrections and bulletin content to
Pat Defiesta at communications@sjtbcc.org (for St. John the Baptist bulletin) or
Mary Molina at communications@holyspiritkent.org (for Holy Spirit bulletin).

Please send us content at least two (2) weeks before publication.
For St. John the Baptist questions/comments, email Pat at bulletin@sjtbcc.org

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS ON THE BACK OF THIS BULLETIN


mailto:communications@sjtbcc.org
mailto:communications@holyspiritkent.org
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CEDAR DENTAL GROUP

General & Family Dentistry
New Patients Welcome | Cash Discount Offered
655 West Smith St. #206 Kent WA 98032

253-854-8306

CURRAN LAW FIRM
)\
-y ."

REAL ESTATE

Serving Our Community
Since 1948

%(253) 852-2345

Rhonda Harris
rranfirm.com

Real Estate Broker
253-951-7046
rhondaharris @johnlscott.com

o

L

COgir KeNT

NDEPENDENT LIVING AND ASSISTID UG

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION
(253) 364-0162

COGIROFKENT.COM .

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Kelly Day

kday@4LPi.com * (800) 950-9952 x2115

e ’
Garcia’s
Mexican Restaurant
253-397-4329
321 Auburn Way N * Auburn

" Adult FmiI Home
253-334-3506
Des Moines, WA 98198

/ﬁ\
VistingAngels\

£ SR ABEIETANCE SR 12

We offer home care services to help your
loved one remain comfortable at home.
425.282.5505 | Serving King County

Each Visiting Angels agency s independently owned and operated
2024 Visiting Angels is a registered trademark of Living Assistance Service, Inc.

Abogada Alexandra
Abogada de Inmigracion

¢QUIERES PROTECCION,
PERI_VIISO Y PAPELES®?

iYo quiero que el préximo
MILAGRO SEA EL TUYO!™

Adesinra Lovamin

ESCANEA y AGENDA
tu consulta.

MARLATT

LAMAAHORAAL -
¥ H.IHlllL HDH[ I CI!M‘TDIY
713 Central Ave N - Kent

(253) 852-2620
www.marlattfuneralhome.com

Marlatt Family Owned and
Operated Since 1957

Frlto Accidents * Slip
Dog Bites * Cnmmal Law

Family Law * Bankruptcy

Brandon Feldman

KENT
253-859-2488

604 W. Meeker St. Suite 206

e

www.feldmanlee.com

“It’s too late to avoid the
collision, there is still time
to avoid the disaster”

R[]UFSMI\RT

* Nailed it! *
=]

=]

=]

Catholic Owned
Business

206-487-4877

LYNWOOD
425-771-3600

19303 44th Ave W.

y

TAC172-0613

IDDINS
’—‘\J AW GROUE

Wills | Trusts | Power of Attorneys

office@allcoveredpainting.com

iEstamos contratando en All Covered Painting!
éQuieres mas que solo un trabajo? Unete a un equipo que valora:

~ Trabajo en equipo » Responsabilidad
~ Hacer lo correcto ~ Cero accidentes

» Calidad
» Crecimiento

206.682.7110

“ AllCoveredPainting.com

25052 104th Ave SE,
Suite B Kent, WA

(253) 854-1244
| iddinslaw.com
info@iddinslaw.com

AUV’ERﬂS RS!

We provide peace of mind.
Call Us Today!

MDMedAlert! ™ STARTING AT

+ Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire $1 9 { {
v Family/Friends + GPS & Fall Alert :.j L v '
"‘—\\_‘\ °

(AI.I.NOWI 800 809 3570 4k md-medalert.com b /E
Physiosk Health.Clinic

319 Washington Ave. S. « Kent, WA 98032
(253) 850-9780 + (253) 850-6445

Imo.

office@physiohealth.clinic = physiohealth.clinic

Work Injuries » Car Accident

Multidisciplinary Clinic MD DC LMT PT
Hablamos Espanol

®

FARRINGTON COURT
SENIOR LIVING

A Stellar Living Community

Independent & Assisted Living e Life is good, make it Stellar!

(253) 852-2737 | 516 Kenosia Ave S | Kent, WA
www.stellarliving.com/farringtoncourt

Julissa Uribe, Parishioner
10% OFF on food only

253-854-2699
26220 116™ Ave SE = Kent

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Over 30 years of experience!

2 KNIGHTS AND A KNIGHT’S WIFE
PLUS A VETERAN

A

(/ Y //{é (05( ‘Af We are your local one stop shop for
““"Darren Parsons any and all of your Housing Needs

* 2 Real Estate Brokers
Sophia Cosola 253-653-5699
Darren Parsons 206-406-6307

+ 1 Licensed, bonded & Insured Contractor

Steve Cosola 253-508-4485 ALl

AROUND
« Extensive Data Base for many Vendors; TV N
roofers, electricians, plumbers. Landscapers, 1 I \I \l( >
window washers and much more oy "
+ Free Comparative Market Analysis gﬂhﬂ ﬂ.m

REAL ESTATE

 Free Home Staging with every listing

Parish Family 30, Kent, WA A 4C 05-1336



	12-7-25 Trifold
	12-7-25 insert
	12-7-25 Trifold

