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Catebrating Ot ady of Guadalupe

Joyful celebrations honored Our Lady of Guadalupe on December 11 - 12, 2025, with
traditional dancers in colorful regalia, shared food, and reverent worship at both parishes.
Although the long procession was canceled due to inclement weather, a shorter procession
took place from Kent Plaza to Holy Spirit Parish. The feast commemorates the apparitions
of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Juan Diego in 1531; yet, as Fr. Carlos wrote, “Guadalupe is
not only history. She is a living Gospel, still revealing what we need to see.”
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Our Mission

United in the Holy Spirit, we are a
multicultural community celebrating Mass in
four languages as we strive to live humility,

gentleness, patience, bearing one another
through love, striving to preserve unity of
the spirit through the bond of peace: Gather in God’s Name!
one body, one spirit, one Lord, one faith, Grow in God’s Time!
one baptism, one God. Go in God’s Spirit!
-Ephesians 4:1-6

Stewardship is a way of life, and the
diversity of our gifts is used to answer
Christ’s call to proclaim and live the Gospel.

Mass Times & Confessions

(check weekly schedules inside for holiday times and weekly changes to Mass)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:00p | Spanish 7:00p
Sunday Masses
8:30a | 10:30a | 12:30p Spanish
2:30p Swahili | 6:00p Chuukese (1st Sunday)
8:00p Spanish
Weekday Masses (in chapel):
Monday 9:00a
Wednesday thru Friday 9:00a
Wednesday 7:00p (Spanish)
1st Friday (alternating months - see weekly
schedule)
Confessions:
Saturday 3:00p to 4:45p (Main church)
Wednesday 6:00p to 6:45p (chapel)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:30p
Sunday Masses:
9:00a | 11:30a | 5:30p
Weekday Masses:
Monday & Wednesday at 9:00a
Thursday at 6:30p
1st Friday at 9:00a (alternating months - see
weekly schedule)
1st Friday Spanish at 7:30p
Word & Communion/Liturgy of the Hours:
Tuesday & Friday at 9:00a
Confessions:
Saturday 4:00p to 5:00p

Office Hours

(check weekly schedules for changes)

Tuesday to Friday 9:00a to 4:00p
Saturday from 10:00a to 3:00p
Sunday & Monday - Closed

Monday to Friday 8:00a to 5:00p
Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday - Closed
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PARISH

25810 - 156th Ave. SE
Covington, WA 98042
253-630-0701

The Catholic
community of
St. John the Baptist

Father Carlos Orozco
Pastor
frcarlos@holyspiritkent.org

Vicar

Father Crispin Okoth

frerispin@holyspiritkent.org

Father Gilberto Mora
Vicar

frcarlos@sjtbcc.org crispino@sitbcc.org

frgilberto@holyspiritkent.org

Brenda Fincher
Outreach
bfincher@holyspiritkent.org | x214

Cynthia Hernandez
 Administrative Assistant
chernandez@holyspiritken.org

Guadalupe Madrid
Faith Formation - Spanish
gmadrid@holyspiritkent.org | x229

Mary Molina
Communications
Communications@holyspiritkent.org | x225

Holly Renz
Liturgy, Music, RCIA, Infant Baptism
hrenz@holyspiritkent.org | x215

Juan Carlos Tafur
Facilities Steward

Evelia Torres-Lopez
Clean Environment

Kristi Vasquez
Administration & Finance

holyspiritkent.org
@holyspiritkent ;

@sjtbcovington sjtbcc.org

David Aldous
Facilities Steward
davida@sjtbcc.org | x114

. Christina Daniel

Elementary Faith Formation
christinad@sjtbcc.org | x123

Luis Diaz de Leon
Music
luisd@sijtbcc.org | x108

Rose McAvoy
Scheduling & Communications
rosem@sjtbcc.org | x103

Laurie Moloney
Liturgy & Pastoral Care
lauriem@sjtbcc.org | x111

Nancy Moore
Bookkeeping
nancym@sijtbcc.org | x102

Andrea Shimek
Database Management
andreas@sjtbcc.org | x115

Kathy Wickward
Stewardship & Outreach
kathyw@sjtbcc.org | x101

Joan Williamson
Faith Formation & Sacramental Preparation
joanw@sjtbcc.org | x109

Veronica Nava Jimenez
Youth Ministry
“ veronican@sijtbcc.org

Nancy Ortiz

Assistant to the Pastor
nortiz@holyspiritkent.org

Joe Holien
Facilities Supervisor

X110 x212

4 % joeh@sjtbcc.org

el X220
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[Toly Spirit
PARISH
Please call

253-859-0444
for event times.

Sunday, December 28

Choir Rehearsal (Swahili)
Swabhili Community
Sacramental Prep
Rosary (Spanish)

K of C Coffee and Donuts
Swabhili Community
Centro Rendu
Adult Faith Formation

Monday, December 29

Bible Study Groups (Spanish)
Small Christian Communities
Centro Rendu
Youth Group
Grandparent Bible Study (Spanish)

Tuesday, December 30
Rosary (12:00 pm)
Adult Confirmation
Small Christian Community
Terrific Tuesday Meals - 5:30 pm

Wednesday, December 31

Choir (12:30 pm) Practice
Practice for Altar Servers (Spanish)
Cursillos
Todo Por Cristo
RCIA
Grupo de Oracion

Thursday, January 1

Happy New Year
Young Adult Core Team (Spanish)
Holy Hour for Vocations
Apologetics Bible Study (Spanish)
Adult Confirmation (Spanish)
Small Christian Community
Tesalonicenses (Spanish)

Friday, January 2

Office Closed

Grupo de Oracion
Bible Study Communities
Base Ecclesial Groups (Spanish)
Divine Mercy
Celebracion Guadalupana

Saturday, January 3

Sacramental Prep (9:00 am or 12:30 pm)

Folclor Tonanzin
Choir Rehearsal (7:00 pm Spanish)
Small Christian Communities

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH FAMILY

GOD IS ALL YOU NEED S

let spiituality The Catholic
community of

St. John the Baptist

be your new years resolulion
may Cod bless you
we with you the hoppiest of yeors
God b all you need to succeed

The office is closed from
December 24 to January 2.
Please call 253-630-0701
for emergencies.

Sunday, December 28
Mass - 9:00 am
Mass - 11:30 am
Mass - 5:30 pm

Monday, December 29
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am
Mass -9:00 am
Hispanic Choir Practice - 6:00 pm
Choir (9:00 am Sunday) Practice - 7:00 pm
Spanish Charismatic Group - 7:00 pm

Tuesday, December 30

Word & Communion/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am
WICS - 6:00 pm
Groupo de Oracion - 7:00 pm

Wednesday, December 31

Mass - 9:00 am

Thursday, January 1
Happy New Year
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am
Mass (Solemnity of Mary) - 6:00 pm

Friday, January 2
Word & Communion Service/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am
Funeral for Malva Anderson Logg - 11:00 am
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament - 12:30 pm
Choir (Filipino) Practice - 7:00 pm
Mass (First Friday - Spanish) - 7:30 pm
Hispanic Charismatic Prayer - 8:30 pm

Saturday, January 3
Middle School Retreat - 10:00 am
Reconciliation - 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Mass - 5:30 pm




Please Pray for

those who are sick:
Ida Gonzales, Antony Lewis
those who have died:

Connie Ocampos (mother of Lou Villalba), Fernando
Villalba (father of Lou Villalba), Matthew Mazzitelli
(grandson of Tim & Sharon Mazzitelli)

Jean Smith (aunt of Roberta Tift)

Vacation Schedule Changes

The office will be closed for normal business Dec. 26
through Jan. 2. Daily Masses and lay led worship times
will stay the same.

During the closure you can call the main number and
follow the prompts to leave a message. Staff will be
returning messages beginning the first week of January.

Due to Fr. Gilberto's vacation, Fr. Carlos will cover all the
Spanish Masses at Holy Spirit in January. He will be at
Holy Spirit for all weekends in January. No changes to the
schedule for the weekday Masses at St. John the Baptist.
The usual priest rotation will resume in February.

Thanks to our Holiday Teams!

From the desk of Stewardship and Outreach: The
Knights of Columbus recognized a need and stepped in
to direct traffic to available spots in our lot and to our
overflow parking at Covington Elementary. There were
752 people participating in the Children’s Christmas Eve
Mass this year, 527 at the 7 pm Mass, and 367 at the 10
pm Mass. There were 542 at the Christmas Day Mass, a
26% increase over last year. Thank you Mark, Bailey,
Gilbert, and Jose!

And thanks to all who donated items and gifts to our
Giving Tree!. Like our Thanksgiving Meal program,
Giving Tree allows us to invite those experiencing
poverty to participate in our cultural tradition of gift
giving on Christmas Day. Your generosity sends a
message of hope to all children.

We served 35 Saint Vincent de Paul families, 10 from
the community and parish, and an uncounted number of
families of service men and women stationed at Joint
Base Lewis McCord.

Thanks especially to our Giving Tree organizers: Mary
H., Kathy K., and Pat D., and all the elves who helped!
Andrea S., Mike S., Kathy A., Mary Ellen N., Rita M.,
Linda F, Janet D., Joanne A., Cristine B., Ferdinand C.,
Jean F, Andrea C., Tamara B., Pete B., Bailey C., Kelly
C., Donna P, Sue C., Lyn J., Mary M-J, Rowlyn C., Paul
C., Hannah C., Bonnie S., Monica E., Lexie E., Molly S.,
Eva D., Diane R., Laura R., Susan R., Mike, Rose,
Shaun, & Cooper M., and Terry F!

; New Winter Bible Study
with Adult Faith Formation

Adult Faith Formation is offering a winter Bible study
using the Threshold Bible Study book “Peacemaking
and Nonviolence” by Stephen J. Binz.

Choose one of two options:
« Wednesdays (January 21, 28; February 4, 11, 25;
March 4, 11, 18, 25; and April 15, 22)
at 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm in person inthe Main
Conference Room in the parish office.

« Thursdays (January 22, 29; February 5, 12, 19, 26;
March 5, 12, 19, 26; and April 16)
at 10:00 am to 11:30 am via Zoom

Cost is $10 for the book.

Please register = online at our website or call the
parish office so we can order your book. For questions,
please email Joan Williamson at joanw@sjtbcc.org.

Is There More to Life Than This?

Join a conversation about faith, life and meaning! Alpha
offers an incredible journey to explore the Christian
faith in today’s modern, complex and often challenging
world.

The Alpha experience is open to everyone, no matter
their background or beliefs. Think of it as dinner with
friends, a short video on life’s biggest questions and an
open conversation with a small group where no topic is
off-limits.

The Family 30 program starts on January 19, 2026 and
runs for 10 consecutive Mondays from 6:30 pm to 8:00
pm. All sessions will be held at St. John the Baptist
Parish.
For more information, please contact the SJTB
office at 253-630-0701 to leave a message for
Dave Richardson or Brenda Fincher at 253-
-2 859-0444 at Holy Spirit Parish.

Please continue to check the bulletin and website for
updates. Sign up in the narthex or = register here.

A note and picture from a Giving Tree family:

“Thank you so much for

helping me and the kiddos
out this holiday season. My
kids are Sooooo happy.

| appreciate you and your
churches volunteers as a
whole. What a blessing it is
fo have you ALL as

blessings.” Raya S.


https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/7049/responses/new
https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/7049/responses/new
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Help Us Clear the Way This Winter!
!
&  lcyroads and sidewalks may not be on our

7 f > minds right now - flooding seems to be the

z>" word of the week - but this is the Pacific
Northwest, and snow and ice are inevitable at some point
this winter. When temperatures drop, icy sidewalks and
parking lots can create unsafe conditions for those
attending early morning Masses, especially parlshloners
with mobility challenges.

We are still looking for families who can ) o
dedicate a little time around 8:00 a.m. on a £ L
Sunday to help de-ice the sidewalks. Your efforts will
help ensure everyone can safely attend Mass during the
winter months. If you are interested in this “winter
ministry,” please contact Joe Holien at 253-630-0701
x220 to join the de-icing team.

Thank you for your time, care, and service!

Wanted:
Gently Used or New Coats/Jackets

SR
and Emergency Services, located in @ Winten &

y Servi i &
downtowngKent on West Harrison bt "‘-\
Street, is accepting clean, gently used LA '.
or new all-weather coats (adult sizes only)
for our unsheltered neighbors. If you have coats that you
would like to donate to help our neighbors in need, please
drop them off in the Coats for Unsheltered Neighbors
Box in the narthex at St. John the Baptist. Coats will be
collected throughout the month of January. Please
remember that long “dressy” coats will not meet their
needs, as these are neighbors without shelters. There are
resources for children's coats, so no children’s coats are
needed currently.

Here’s your chance to do some spring
cleaning early! The Kent Food Bank

May God bless you for your kindness and generosity.

Annual Crab Feast

Saturday, February 7, 2026
Hosted by the Knights of Columbus

Lo After an unexpected cancelation last
= year, the annual Knlghts of Columbus,
W annual Crab Feast is BACK!

Save the date: February 7" at 6 pm for a multi-course
dinner served by the Knights of Columbus.

The menu features generous portions of Freshly caught
Dungeness Crab with Appetizers, Caesar Salad, Rolls,
Clam Chowder, Vegetable side, Dessert, and Beverage
(non-alcoholic).

Ticket prices: $65 per person OR $375 to reserve a
table for 6. Tickets can be purchased after Masses or at
the parish office.

The proceeds from this dinner will support parish
ministries.

Don’t Celebrate the Holidays Hungry

The children are off for the holidays, so
our middle school and Wednesday
morning team will be taking a much
needed 2 week break. We’re always in
need of help! Please consider spending :
part of a Wednesday morning or evening preparing the 41
bags we send to Covington Elementary, and remember to
check our weekly bulletins for the most up-to-date list of
requested items. If you have any questions, please
contact Andrea Shimek in the parish office. This is an
ongoing effort that will run throughout the school year.

We do need donations of food items to start 2026! Ways
to support the Backpack Buddies Program:

« Shop our Amazon wish list (search
“2025-2026 Backpack Buddies for
Covington Elementary”) by '
clicking = Amazon, or by scanning the QR code.
Items can be shipped directly to the parish office.

« Use your preferred online retailer and have your items
shipped directly to the parish office.

« Purchase items locally and place them in the bin by
the Life, Justice, and Peace table in the narthex or
bring them to the parish office.

« Monetary donations. Write all checks out to “St. John
the Baptist Catholic Church”.

Happy New Year from the Backpack Buddies team!

Meeting God’s Mission With = s
Your Gifts In the New Year Q
\
—
——
A new year is a great time to take a fresh look at where
God might be inviting you to grow—and how your gifts can
bless others. At St. John the Baptist, we're grateful for the
many active and vibrant ministries that help us live our faith
in real, practical ways.

We offer 10 Outreach Ministries, including Backpack
Buddies; Creation Care Team; Garden of the Good
Shepherd; Guatemala Companion Parish; Life, Justice,
& Peace Commission; Pregnancy Aid; PREPARES;
Safe Car Parking; St. Vincent de Paul; and seasonal
activities such as Thanksgiving Meals and the Giving
Tree Store.

We also have a wide range of Stewardship Ministries,
including Parish Leadership, Administrative Support,
Community Life, Facilities and Grounds Maintenance,
Liturgy and Music, Pastoral Care, Preschool and
Elementary Faith Formation, Stewardship and
Evangelization, Youth Ministry & Life Teen, and the
Women’s Commission.

If one of your New Year hopes is to get more connected,
we’d love to help you find a good fit—whether you have
time weekly or just occasionally. Visit sjtbcc.org or contact
the parish office at 253-630-0701 to learn more.


https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/OPE99WYVQM9W?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/OPE99WYVQM9W?ref_=wl_share

Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
Whoever honors his father atones for sins,
and preserves himself from them. (Sir 3:3)

Psalm:

Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. ST

Ps 128 1
hlesy GERTRUDES
Second Reading: PRAYER

And whatever you do, in word or in deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Col 2:17)

Gospel:
He rose, took the child and his mother,
and went to the land of Israel. (Mt 2:21)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001,1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Devotions, Explained!

St. Gertrude's Prayer is a petition

lee The thurgy said on behalf of the Holy Souls of
Inspiration of the Week Purgatory, offering the Blood of

Christ in reparation for the sins of
God created the Holy Family with a great the departed.

sense of purpose, because he knew that Jesus

would be defined by the woman and man

who raised him. Who is our “Holy Family” —

the people who will define us? Who has God = =
placed within our lives for a specific purpose? Famlly B|ESSII‘IQ

May God bless, protect, unite,
mend, and renew our family.

Observances for the week of Help us to be instruments of
healing and holiness, breaking

December 28! 2025 generational curses, rewriting

Sunday: The Holy Family scripts, overcoming tribulation,
joining in gratitude, and growing

Wednesday: St. Sylvester |, Pope; New Year’s Eve in joy ... together.

Thursday: Mary, The Holy Mother of God, Amen.

New Year's Day, World Day of Peace

Friday: Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,
Bishops and Doctors of the Church

Saturday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus
Next Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord

©LPi SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025 | THE HOLY FAMILY

Send corrections and bulletin content to
Pat Defiesta at communications@sjtbcc.org (for St. John the Baptist bulletin) or
Mary Molina at communications@holyspiritkent.org (for Holy Spirit bulletin).
Please send us content at least two (2) weeks before publication.
For St. John the Baptist questions/comments, email Pat at bulletin@sjtbcc.org

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS ON THE BACK OF THIS BULLETIN
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CALL FOR MORE BFCRMATION

(253) 384-0182
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LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!
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ESCANEA y AGENDA
tu consulta.

MARLATT

"l FUMFREAL HOMI B CRFMATORY
T3 Cemtral Ave N - Kent

(253) 852-2620
www.marlsttfuneralhame.com

Marlatt Family Owned and
Operated Since 1957

Abogada Alexandra
Abogada de Inmigracién
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iEstamos contratando en All Covered Painting!

I} [) I T\T "'f éQuieres mas que solo un trabajo? Unete a un equipo que valora:
AW GROLU |n . Trabajo en equipo . Responsabilidad . Calidad

|
"‘\.\\__f «Hacer lo correcto ., Cero accidentes . Crecimiento

Wills | Trusts | Power of Attorneys

)
~Garcia’s
Mexican Restaurant
253:397-4329
321 Auburn Way N ¢ Auburn

YOY-A0R-YEAA

o ce@allcoveredpainting.com 206.682.7110
4+ AllCoveredPainting.com

. FARRI_NGTON coum
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r Living Commun

25052 104th Ave SE,
Suite B Kent, WA
(253) 854-1244

il iddinslaw.com

Independent & Assisted Living - Life is good, make it Stellar!

info@iddinslaw.com

We provide peace of mind. < ‘. » & (253) 852-2737 | 516 Kenosia Ave S | Kent, WA
Call Us Today! . g www.stellarliving.com/farringtoncourt

. Over 30 years of experience!

2 KNIGHTS AND A KNIGHT’S WIFE
PLUS A VETERAN

el B | {
(}f‘" /}fﬁ (‘Cﬁxm We are your local one stop shop for
~Darn en Parsons any and all of your Housing Needs

4 Ambulance4Police/Fire
4 Family/Friends4GPS& Fall Alert '
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Physio = Health.Clinic

319 Washington Ave. S. » Kent, WA 98032
(253) 850-9780 « (253) 850-6445
o ce@physiohealth.clinic « physiohealth.clinic
Worklnjuriese Car Accident
Multidisciplinary Clinic MD DC LMT PT

* 2 Real Estate Brokers
|| Sophia Cosola 253-653-5699
Darren Parsons 206-406-6307
< 1 Licensed, bonded & Insured Contractor
Steve Cosola 253-508-4485 ALL
« Extensive Data Base for many Vendors; I AROGUND

Julissa Uribe, Parishioner
10%OFF onfoodonly

T W
roofers, electricians, plumbers. Landscapers, i 1 \i I \q{ ¥
window washers and much more

-~
« Free Comparative Market Analysis &h I'l E " m’f

« Free Home Staging with every listing REAL ESTATE

253-854-2699
26220 116th Ave SE * Kent

Hablamos Espaiiol

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 * www.4lpi.com Parish Family 30, Kent, WA A4C05-1336
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