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Altar servers at St. John the Baptist Parish received a blessing from Father Carlos on December 7.  Our
altar servers play a vital role in helping the liturgy run smoothly and prayerfully each week.  With
reverence and quiet dedication, they assist the priest at the altar, prepare the sacred vessels, carry the
cross and candles, and help set the tone of worship for the entire assembly.

Their service is not only a gift to the parish but also a meaningful way for young people to grow in faith,
leadership, and responsibility.  We are grateful for their commitment and encourage other youth who feel
called to this ministry to consider joining our wonderful team of altar servers.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Photo by Laurie Moloney

Celebrating Our Faithful Altar Servers
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Mass Times & Confessions

Our Mission
United in the Holy Spirit, we are a

multicultural community celebrating Mass in
four languages as we strive to live humility,
gentleness, patience, bearing one another
through love, striving to preserve unity of

the spirit through the bond of peace:
one body, one spirit, one Lord, one faith,

one baptism, one God.
-Ephesians 4:1-6

Monday to Friday 8:00a to 5:00p
Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday - Closed

Stewardship is a way of life, and the
diversity of our gifts is used to answer

Christ’s call to proclaim and live the Gospel.

Gather in God’s Name!
Grow in God’s Time!
Go in God’s Spirit!

Tuesday to Friday 9:00a to 4:00p
Saturday from 10:00a to 3:00p

Sunday & Monday - Closed

Office Hours
(check weekly schedules for changes)

(check weekly schedules inside for holiday times and weekly changes to Mass)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:00p | Spanish 7:00p
Sunday Masses

8:30a | 10:30a | 12:30p Spanish
2:30p Swahili | 6:00p Chuukese (1st Sunday)

8:00p Spanish
Weekday Masses (in chapel):

Monday 9:00a
Wednesday thru Friday 9:00a
Wednesday 7:00p (Spanish)

1st Friday (alternating months - see weekly
schedule)

Confessions:
Saturday 3:00p to 4:45p (Main church)

Wednesday 6:00p to 6:45p (chapel)

Vigil: Saturday at 5:30p
Sunday Masses:

9:00a | 11:30a | 5:30p
Weekday Masses:

Monday & Wednesday at 9:00a
Thursday at 6:30p

1st Friday at 9:00a (alternating months - see
weekly schedule)

1st Friday Spanish at 7:30p
Word & Communion/Liturgy of the Hours:

Tuesday & Friday at 9:00a
Confessions:

Saturday 4:00p to 5:00p
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Christina Daniel
Elementary Faith Formation
christinad@sjtbcc.org | x123

Juan Carlos Tafur
Facilities Steward

Brenda Fincher
Outreach
bfincher@holyspiritkent.org | x214

Mary Molina
Communications
Communications@holyspiritkent.org | x225

Evelia Torres-Lopez
Clean Environment

Cynthia Hernandez
Administrative Assistant
chernandez@holyspiritken.org

Guadalupe Madrid
Faith Formation - Spanish
gmadrid@holyspiritkent.org | x229 

Father Carlos Orozco
Pastor
frcarlos@holyspiritkent.org
frcarlos@sjtbcc.org

C O N T A C T  U S  |  P A R I S H  S T A F F

310 3rd Ave. S.
Kent, WA 98032
253-859-0444

Father Crispin Okoth
Vicar
frcrispin@holyspiritkent.org
crispino@sjtbcc.org

Father Gilberto Mora
Vicar
frgilberto@holyspiritkent.org

David Aldous
Facilities Steward
davida@sjtbcc.org | x114

Luis Diaz de Leon
Music
luisd@sjtbcc.org | x108

Rose McAvoy
Scheduling & Communications
rosem@sjtbcc.org | x103

Laurie Moloney
Liturgy & Pastoral Care
lauriem@sjtbcc.org | x111

Nancy Moore
Bookkeeping
nancym@sjtbcc.org | x102

Andrea Shimek
Database Management
andreas@sjtbcc.org | x115

Kathy Wickward
Stewardship & Outreach
kathyw@sjtbcc.org | x101

Joan Williamson
Faith Formation & Sacramental Preparation
joanw@sjtbcc.org | x109

@sjtbcovington sjtbcc.org

Kristi Vasquez
Administration & Finance
kvasquez@holyspiritkent.org | x221

Holly Renz
Liturgy, Music, RCIA, Infant Baptism
hrenz@holyspiritkent.org | x215

@holyspiritkent
holyspiritkent.org

25810 - 156th Ave. SE
Covington, WA 98042

253-630-0701Family 30

Veronica Nava Jimenez
Youth Ministry
veronican@sjtbcc.org  
X110

Nancy Ortiz
Assistant to the Pastor
nortiz@holyspiritkent.org
x212

Joe Holien
Facilities Supervisor
joeh@sjtbcc.org
x220

mailto:christinad@sjtbcc.org
mailto:bfincher@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:Communications@holyspiritkent.or
mailto:chernandez@holyspiritken.org
mailto:gmadrid@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:frcarlos@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:frcarlos@sjtbcc.org
mailto:frcrispin@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:frcrispin@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:crispino@sjtbcc.org
mailto:frgilberto@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:frgilberto@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:davida@sjtbcc.org
mailto:luisd@sjtbcc.org
mailto:rosem@sjtbcc.org
mailto:lauriem@sjtbcc.org
mailto:nancym@sjtbcc.org
mailto:andreas@sjtbcc.org
mailto:kathyw@sjtbcc.org
mailto:joanw@sjtbcc.org
https://www.instagram.com/sjtbcovington/?hl=en
https://sjtbcc.org/
mailto:kvasquez@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:hrenz@holyspiritkent.org
https://www.instagram.com/holyspiritkent/?hl=en
https://www.holyspiritkent.org/
mailto:veronican@sjtbcc.org
mailto:nortiz@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:nortiz@holyspiritkent.org


The Catholic
community of

St. John the Baptist

Sunday, December 21
Mass - 9:00 am

Giving Tree Store - 12:30 pm
Children’s Liturgy of the Word - 9:00 am Mass

Elementary Faith Formation - 10:15 am
Mass - 11:30 am
Mass - 5:30 pm

Monday,  December 22
Mostly Yoga - 8:00 am

Mass - 9:00 am
Funeral for Bruce Willard - 11:00 am

Living Nativity - 5:00 pm
Hispanic Choir Practice - 6:00 pm

Young Adult Prayer Service - 6:30 pm
Choir (9:00 am Sunday) Practice - 7:00 pm

Spanish Charismatic Group - 7:00 pm

 Tuesday,  December 23
Word & Communion/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am

Christmas Decorating - 10:00 am
WICS - 6:00 pm

Groupo de Oracion - 7:00 pm

Wednesday,  December 24
Office Closed

Mass (Children’s) - 4:00 pm
Mass (English) - 7:00 pm

Mass (English) - 10:00 pm

Thursday, December 25
Christmas

Mass (English) - 10:00 am

Friday,  December 26
Office Closed

Word & Communion Service/Liturgy of Hours - 9:00 am
Choir (Filipino) Practice - 7:00 pm

Hispanic Charismatic Prayer - 7:00 pm

Saturday,  December 27
Reconciliation - 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

Mass - 5:30 pm

T H I S  W E E K  I N  O U R  P A R I S H  F A M I L Y

Sunday, December 21
Adult Faith Formation

Centro Rendu
Choir Rehearsal (Swahili) - 12:00 pm

Rosary (Spanish)
Sacramental Preparation

Swahili Community - 4:30 pm 
Confirmation - 6:30 pm

Monday, December 22
Bible Study (Spanish) - 10:00 am

Grandparent Bible Study (Spanish) - 10 am
Food Pantry - 1:00 pm

Centro Rendu - 3:00 pm
Small Christian Communities - 7:00 pm

Partners in the Gospel PFAC - 6:30

Tuesday,  December 23
Rosary - 12:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal (Spanish) - 12:30 pm
Terrific Tuesday Meals - 5:30 pm

Small Christian Community - 7:00 pm
Adult Confirmation

Wednesday,  December 24
Cursillos (Spanish) - 2:00 pm

Knights of Columbus Golf Committee - 6:00 pm
RCIA/OCIA - 6:30 pm

Bible Study
Rosary (English & Spanish)

Young Adult Group (Spanish)

Thursday,  December 25
Christmas

Friday,  December 26
Office Closed

Swahili Community Choir Retreat - 9:00 am
Grupo de Oración - 7:00 pm

Base Ecclesial Groups (Spanish) - 7:00 pm
Bible Study Communities

Divine Mercy

 Saturday,  December 27
Swahili Community Choir Retreat - 9:00 am

Sacramental Preparation - 9:00 am or 12:30 pm
Choir Rehearsal (7:00 pm Spanish) - 7:00 pm

Small Christian Communities - 7:00 pm

Please call 253-859-0444 for times.



Decorate with Poinsettias

You are invited to make a donation in honor 
or memory of  a loved one to help provide 
the poinsettias that will decorate our church 
for Christmas.  Blank memorial cards are 
available in the narthex - simply write the name 
of  your loved one, place the card and your donation in the
envelope, and drop it in the collection box.  All memorial
cards will be displayed in the narthex at Christmas.

Deadline: Sunday, December 21, 2025
Suggested donation: $10 per poinsettia

Meeting God’s Mission
With Your Gifts

Our parish, St. John the Baptist, is blessed with many
active and vibrant ministries.  We offer 10 Outreach
Ministries, including Backpack Buddies;  Creation Care
Team; Garden of the Good Shepherd; Guatemala
Companion Parish; Life, Justice, & Peace Commission;
Pregnancy Aid; PREPARES; Safe Car Parking; St.
Vincent de Paul; and seasonal activities 
such as Thanksgiving Meals and the Giving Tree Store.

In addition, we have a wide range of Stewardship
Ministries: Parish Leadership, Administrative Support,
Community Life, Facilities and Grounds Maintenance,
Liturgy and Music, Pastoral Care, Preschool and
Elementary Faith Formation, Stewardship and
Evangelization, Youth Ministry & Life Teen, and the
Women’s Commission.

God has entrusted each of us with unique gifts meant to
be shared.  When you offer your time, talents, and heart
through our parish ministries, you become part of
something greater than yourself - helping to build up the
Church, strengthen our community, and bring Christ’s
love to the world.  Step forward in faith, discover
where God is calling you, and let your gifts shine for
the good of all.

If you are interested in learning more about any of these
ministries, please visit our website at 👉sjtbcc.org or
contact the parish office at 253-630-0701.  

Help Us Deck the Halls for Christmas!

                   Your help is needed to prepare the sanctuary 
                    for our Christmas Masses!  Setup will begin  
                      on Tuesday, December 23, at 10:00 a.m. 
                      Extra hands are especially appreciated for
                       arranging the flowers, decorating, and
                          overall preparing the sanctuary for
                           Christmas.

The more volunteers we have, the faster and more joyful
the preparations will be.  Thank you for sharing your time
and talents to help make our sanctuary shine this
Christmas season!

In anticipation of the large number of Christmas
worshippers, the parking lot across the street from our
parish grounds will be open for additional parking.
Please use extra caution when crossing the street
to and from the church for Mass, especially in the
evening when visibility is lower.

Once the church lot is full, all vehicles will be directed
to the parking lot across the street.  Please do not
park illegally on church property, as doing so
blocks access for emergency vehicles and creates
safety hazards for everyone.  This will be enforced
during all Christmas Masses.  Thank you for your
cooperation.

We expect several hundred worshippers, especially at
the 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm Masses.  If you arrive
later, please plan on parking in the lot across the
street.  Your cooperation helps us welcome everyone
smoothly and safely during this joyful celebration.

those who are sick:
Antony Lewis

Please Pray for

those who have died:

Matthew Mazzitelli 
(grandson of Tim & Sharon Mazzitelli)

Jean Smith (aunt of Roberta Tift)

Making Room for One Another
This Christmas

Christmas at St. John the Baptist is a joyful time - filled
with familiar faces, visiting family, and many guests.  To
help us extend a warm welcome, please consider sitting
closer to the front and sliding toward the center of the
pew.  Leaving space at the aisle ends and toward the
back makes it easier for newcomers to find a seat,
especially if they arrive a little late or have children in tow.
To help everyone find a place, we ask that you please
refrain from reserving multiple seats for late arrivals.

Also, please avoid standing in the narthex during
services. It may feel like a helpful option when seating is
tight, but it violates fire code capacity and creates safety
concerns.

Thank you for helping make St. John the Baptist feel like
home to everyone who walks through our doors.

https://sjtbcc.org/go-ministries/life-justice-and-peace/


Don’t Celebrate the Holidays Hungry

The children are off  for the holidays, so  
our middle school and Wednesday 
morning team will be taking a much 
needed 2 week break.  We are always in 
need of  help!  Please consider spending
part of  a Wednesday morning or evening preparing
the 41 bags we send to Covington Elementary, and
remember to check our weekly bulletins for the most
up-to-date list of  requested items. If  you have any
questions, please contact Andrea Shimek in the
parish office.  This is an ongoing effort that will run
throughout the school year.

Ways to support the Backpack Buddies Program:

Shop our Amazon wish list (search
“2025-2026 Backpack Buddies for
Covington Elementary”) by
clicking 👉Amazon, or by scanning
the QR code.  Items can be shipped
directly to the parish office. 
Use your preferred online retailer and have your
items shipped directly to the parish office.
Purchase items locally and place them in the bin
by the Life, Justice, and Peace table in the
narthex or bring them to the parish office.
Monetary donations.  Write all checks out to “St.
John the Baptist Catholic Church”.

Merry Christmas from the Backpack Buddies team!

Help Us Clear the Way This Winter!

                 Icy roads and sidewalks may not be on our
                  minds right now - flooding seems to be the
                word of  the week - but this is the Pacific
Northwest, and snow and ice are inevitable at some point
this winter.  When temperatures drop, icy sidewalks and
parking lots can create unsafe conditions for those
attending early morning Masses, especially parishioners
with mobility challenges.

We are still looking for families who can 
dedicate a little time around 8:00 a.m. on a 
Sunday to help de-ice the sidewalks.  Your efforts will
help ensure everyone can safely attend Mass during the
winter months.  If you are interested in this “winter
ministry,” please contact Joe Holien at 253-630-0701
x220 to join the de-icing team.

Thank you for your time, care, and service!

   New Winter Bible Study 
   with Adult Faith Formation

Adult Faith Formation is offering a winter Bible study 
using the Threshold Bible Study book “Peacemaking and
Nonviolence” by Stephen J. Binz.

Choose one of two options:
Wednesdays (January 21, 28; February 4, 11, 25;
March 4, 11, 18, 25; and April 15, 22)

      at 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm in person inthe Main
      Conference Room in the parish office.
    

Thursdays (January 22, 29; February 5, 12, 19, 26;
March 5, 12, 19, 26; and April 16)

      at 10:00 am to 11:30 am via Zoom

Cost is $10 for the book.

Please register 👉online at our website or call the parish
office so we can order your book.  For questions, please
email Joan Williamson at joanw@sjtbcc.org.

All Aboard the Ark: 
Father Carlos on Relevant Radio

Father Carlos was recently featured on Relevant Radio 
in a 15‑minute interview highlighting his unique ministry,
Life in the Ark with Fr. Carlos.  In the conversation, he
shares how his love for animals - and his commitment to
responsible pet care - has become a creative way to
teach faith, theology, and a sense of wonder at God’s
creation.  His short and  family‑friendly videos feature
animals from his own “ark,” offering a joyful bridge
between everyday life and the beauty of our faith.

Father Carlos has already been invited back for 
another interview in January. We invite 
you to listen and discover how faith,
creation, and evangelization come
together in this delightful ministry by
visiting 👉relevantradio.com.  Stay 
tuned for more information on how you 
can listen to his January interview.

Walking Group Winter Pause
The Walking Group will be taking a seasonal break and
will resume in the spring.  We look forward to gathering
again when the weather warms and the paths are inviting
once more.

A Gift of Comfort and Prayer

              Prayer shawls serve as a tangible reminder
               of God’s presence, love, and mercy,
              offering comfort and solace to those who
               receive them.  If you or someone you know is
               facing medical procedures, grieving, living 
                with illness, navigating the challenges of 
                aging, or simply in need of comfort, we have 
                prayer shawls available at no cost.

Each shawl is lovingly crafted by our Prayer Shawl
Ministry, whose members pray for the future recipient
as they work.  These shawls are also blessed before
distribution.  You are welcome to stop by the office
during regular hours to pick one up, or you may
request one from a Point Person or staff member 
after Mass.

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/OPE99WYVQM9W?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/OPE99WYVQM9W?ref_=wl_share
https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/7049/responses/new
https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/7049/responses/new
mailto:joanw@sjtbcc.org
https://relevantradio.com/2025/12/life-in-the-ark-journey-to-man/


And From the Bulletin Staff: 
Pat Defiesta, Mary Petersen, Rita Rydberg, Bonnie Sawyer, Kathleen Williams



T H I S  W E E K  I N  O U R  P A R I S H

Send corrections and bulletin content to 
Pat Defiesta at communications@sjtbcc.org (for St. John the Baptist bulletin) or 

Mary Molina at communications@holyspiritkent.org (for Holy Spirit bulletin). 
Please send us content at least two (2) weeks before publication. 

For St. John the Baptist questions/comments, email Pat at bulletin@sjtbcc.org

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS ON THE BACK OF THIS BULLETIN

C O N T E N T  F R O M  L P I ©

mailto:communications@sjtbcc.org
mailto:communications@holyspiritkent.org
mailto:bulletin@sjtbcc.org
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Independent & Assisted Living • Life is good, make it Stellar!

(253) 852-2737 | 516 Kenosia Ave S | Kent, WA
www.stellarliving.com/farringtoncourt

Julissa Uribe, Parishioner

10% OFF on food only

TACO TUESDAY
253-854-2699

26220 116th Ave SE • Kent

25052 104th Ave SE, 

Suite B Kent, WA

(253) 854-1244

iddinslaw.com 

info@iddinslaw.com

We provide peace of mind.  

Call Us Today!

Wills | Trusts | Power of Attorneys

Marlatt Family Owned and
Operated Since 1957

 

Rhonda Harris 

Real Estate Broker 

253-951-7046 

rhondaharris@johnlscott.com

General & Family Dentistry
New Patients Welcome |  Cash Discount Offered

 655 West Smith St. #206 Kent WA 98032

253-854-8306253-854-8306

Garcia’s
Mexican Restaurant

253-397-4329

321 Auburn Way N • Auburn

10% OFF food only

Pacific  Pacific  
Northwest  Northwest  
Home CareHome Care

24/7 Senior Care Facility
Adult Family Home

253-334-3506
Des Moines, WA 98198

319 Washington Ave. S. • Kent, WA 98032
(253) 850-9780 • (253) 850-6445

o�ce@physiohealth.clinic • physiohealth.clinic

Work Injuries • Car Accident

Multidisciplinary Clinic MD DC LMT PT

Hablamos Español

Brandon Feldman

KENT

253-859-2488

604 W. Meeker St. Suite 206

LYNWOOD 

425-771-3600

19303 44th Ave W.

 www.feldmanlee.com  TAC172-0613

Auto Accidents • Slip & Fall  
Dog Bites • Criminal Law  
 Family Law • Bankruptcy

“It’s too late to avoid the 
collision, there is still time 

to avoid the disaster”

¡Yo quiero que el próximo
MILAGRO SEA EL TUYO!™

ESCANEA y AGENDA
tu consulta.

¿QUIERES PROTECCIÓN,
PERMISO Y PAPELES®?

LLAMA AHORA ALLLAMA AHORA AL

(509) 416 2147(509) 416 2147

Abogada Alexandra
Abogada de Inmigración

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570

/mo.$1995

Starting at

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!
• 2 Real Estate Brokers

 Sophia Cosola 253-653-5699

 Darren Parsons 206-406-6307

• 1 Licensed, bonded & Insured Contractor

 Steve Cosola 253-508-4485

• Extensive Data Base for many Vendors; 

 roofers, electricians, plumbers. Landscapers,

 window washers and much more

• Free Comparative Market Analysis

• Free Home Staging with every listing

Over 30 years of experience!

2 KNIGHTS AND A KNIGHT’S WIFE

PLUS A VETERAN

We are your local one stop shop for

any and all of your Housing Needs

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Kelly Day

kday@4LPi.com •  (800) 950-9952 x2115

Catholic Owned 

Business

206-487-4877

¡Estamos contratando en All Covered Painting!
¿Quieres más que solo un trabajo? Únete a un equipo que valora:

 

Ofrecemos excelente salario, beneficios, trabajo todo el 
año y oportunidades reales de crecimiento. 

Trabajo en equipo   Responsabilidad   Calidad
Hacer lo correcto   Cero accidentes   Crecimiento

o�ce@allcoveredpainting.com        206.682.7110 
AllCoveredPainting.com

We o�er home care services to help your 
loved one remain comfortable at home.

425.282.5505 | Serving King County
Each Visiting Angels agency is independently owned and operated 

®2024 Visiting Angels is a registered trademark of Living Assistance Service, Inc.


