
“What Are Our Gifts”: Summary Report 
During August, parishioners at Holy Spirit and St. John the Baptist were invited to share what 
they love most about their parish—on posters, response forms, emails, and even drawings. 
Members of the Parish Family Advisory Committee carefully read every comment and grouped 
them into themes to notice patterns, not to create a scientific survey.  

These results may surprise you. What you don’t see in this report is as important as what you do 
see, inviting us to keep listening and looking beneath the surface. This visual report offers a “big 
picture” look at the gifts you named: the ways our parishes feel like home, the people who care 
for us, and the Spirit at work in our worship, ministries, and everyday life. 

Thank you to everyone who shared their thoughts! Your feedback is helping shape our future 
together. 

St. John the Baptist 
Summary: At St. John the Baptist, our parish 
family has spoken from the heart about what 
makes this community so special. It’s a place that 
truly feels like home, where everyone is 
welcomed like family and the love of God is alive 
in every smile and song. Our parishioners 
cherish the joy that Fr. Carlos and Fr. Crispin 
bring, the uplifting music that fills our liturgies, 
and the spirit of community that makes every 
gathering feel like a family reunion. Whether it's 
through faith formation, outreach ministries, or 
simply the warmth of belonging, we celebrate a 
vibrant parish life where everyone’s gifts shine. 

Themes and Percentages 

Primary Themes: 

●​ Community & Family: ~30-35%​
 Focused on the welcoming, family-like 
atmosphere and the sense of belonging. The 
most frequently mentioned theme. Many 
parishioners expressed a strong sense of 
belonging, love, and connection. The parish is 



experienced as a place of welcome, peace, and emotional safety. 
●​ Appreciation for Priests: ~20-25%​

There are many mentions of Fr. Carlos and Fr. Crispin, highlighting their positive impact. 
Many comments praised Fr. Carlos and Fr. Crispin for their energy, compassion, and 
pastoral care. Parishioners feel spiritually supported and uplifted by their presence. 

●​ Music & Liturgy: ~15%​
 Love for the choir, music, and overall liturgical experience. There is significant 
appreciation for the parish’s music ministry and the liturgical experience. Music and 
worship are described as uplifting and spiritually nourishing.​
 

Medium/Sub-Themes: 

●​ Ministries & Outreach: ~15%​
 Appreciation for various parish ministries, outreach programs, and community service. A 
variety of parish ministries and events were highlighted as important ways to engage and 
connect. These include service opportunities, social events, and community-building 
efforts. 

●​ Faith Formation: ~10%​
 Mentions of religious education, classes, and learning opportunities. Parishioners value 
opportunities to grow in their faith, including programs for children, youth, and adults. 
Formation efforts are seen as meaningful and impactful. 

●​ Environment/Care for Creation: ~5%​
 Comments about the parish’s focus on environmental or creation care efforts. Some 
parishioners noted the physical beauty of the campus and the parish’s commitment to 
environmental stewardship as sources of pride and spiritual reflection. 

Direct Quotes 

1.​ “It feels like home and family.” 
2.​ “The parish is alive & kicking!” 
3.​ “You can see the love of God in this community.” 
4.​ “Welcoming, like one big family.” 
5.​ “The choir is awesome!” 
6.​ “Fr. Carlos and Fr. Crispin bring so much joy.” 
7.​ “We are a community that truly cares for each other.” 
8.​ “It feels like you belong from the moment you walk in.” 
9.​ “The music and the liturgy lift my spirit.” 
10.​“Our ministries make a real difference in people’s lives.” 
11.​“It’s a place where faith and love come alive.” 
12.​“I feel spiritually nourished here.” 
13.​“Everyone is welcome, no matter who you are.” 
14.​“You can see the Holy Spirit at work in our parish.” 
15.​“This is a community that lives out its faith every day.” 



16.​“Lo siento es mi familia,” which means “I feel like it’s my family.” 
17.​“Hermandad y compasión,” meaning “Brotherhood and compassion.” 

 



 

Holy Spirit 
 
Summary: There's a big focus on community 
and family, with lots of mentions of feeling at 
home and welcomed. There are also shout-outs 
to Fr. Carlos and Fr. Crispin again, and a lot of 
love for the multicultural and diverse spirit of the 
parish. 

What We Love About 
Holy Spirit Parish 
In the heart of our Holy Spirit Parish, our 
diverse community has shared what makes this 
place a true spiritual home. From the warmth of 
a multicultural family to the heartfelt welcome 
that embraces everyone, our parishioners 
celebrate the love, diversity, and faith that unite 
us. We especially cherish our Spanish-speaking 
and Swahili-speaking members, who bring their 
own beautiful languages and traditions into our 
shared faith. As one parish family, we are 
blessed by the genuine care of Fr. Carlos and 
Fr. Crispin and the joy of a parish that feels like 
one big family. Thank you for making Holy Spirit 
a place where all cultures, languages, and 
hearts come together in faith. 

Themes and Percentages 

Primary Themes: 

●​ Community & Family: ~35%​
 A strong emphasis on feeling like one big family, a welcoming and unified community.​
This is definitely the largest theme again. Lots of people talked about feeling like they 
belong, that it’s a welcoming family, and that there’s a strong sense of unity. I'd say this 
is about 35% of the comments. 

●​ Appreciation for Clergy: ~20%​
Many mentions of Fr. Carlos and Fr. Crispin and the care they show to the community.​



Diversity & Inclusivity: ~15%​
Appreciation for the multicultural and inclusive nature of the parish. There are quite a few 
mentions of the multicultural aspect of the parish, how people appreciate the inclusivity 
and the diversity of cultures. I’d put this at about 15%. 

Medium/Sub-Themes: 

●​ Music & Worship: ~15%​
Love for the choir, music, and overall worship experience. There’s also a good chunk of 
comments about loving the Swahili choir, the music, and the worship experience. I’d say 
this is around 15% as well. 

●​ Ministries & Formation: ~10%​
Mentions of faith formation, spiritual growth, and parish ministries. Comments about faith 
formation, spiritual growth opportunities, and various ministries make up about 10% of 
the feedback.​
Sense of Peace and Spiritual Home: ~5%​
Comments about the parish being a place of peace and a spiritual home. A few people 
mentioned that they feel at peace or that Holy Spirit is their spiritual home. This might be 
around 5%.​
 

Direct Quotes 

1.​ “I love the multicultural community in our church.” 
2.​ “It feels like home; I’ve been going here all my life!” 
3.​ “Padre Carlos y Padre Crispin están realmente comprometidos y se preocupan por 

nosotros.” (Father Carlos and Father Crispin are truly engaged and care for us.) 
4.​ “All the love!!” 
5.​ “We are one big family in the Holy Spirit.” 
6.​ “Es mi hogar espiritual.” (It is my spiritual home.) 
7.​ “I love how everyone’s culture is celebrated here.” 
8.​ “Porque me recibieron con los brazos y el corazón abierto.” (Because they welcomed 

me with open arms and heart.) 
9.​ “It’s a blessed church community. Thank you, more!” 
10.​“La comunidad es como una gran familia.” (The community is like a big family.) 
11.​“I come every Sunday because it renews my spirit.” 
12.​“Father Carlos and Fr. Crispin, bless you both!” 
13.​“Aquí encuentras la gracia del Espíritu Santo.” (Here you find the grace of the Holy 

Spirit.) 
14.​“It’s a place of peace and welcome.” 
15.​“Amo a mi parroquia porque se vive en comunidad.” (I love my parish because we live 

as a community.)​
 



Both Parishes 

Top Three Common Themes: 

1.​ Community & Family: Both St. John the Baptist and Holy Spirit parishes share a strong 
emphasis on feeling like a welcoming, family-like community. This is the biggest theme 
for both parishes, with many parishioners talking about how they feel at home and 
embraced.​
 

2.​ Appreciation for Clergy: Both parishes highly value the presence and care of Fr. 
Carlos and Fr. Crispin. They’re frequently mentioned in a positive light in both sets of 
responses.​
 

3.​ Music & Worship: Another shared theme is the love for the parish music and liturgy. 
Parishioners from both communities appreciate the choir, the liturgical experience, and 
how the music uplifts them.​
 

Unique Themes for Each Parish: 

●​ St. John the Baptist: One unique theme that stands out is a focus on outreach and 
various ministries. There are quite a few mentions of the importance of religious 
education and formation opportunities.​
 

●​ Holy Spirit: A unique theme here is the emphasis on diversity and inclusivity. 
Parishioners specifically highlighted the multicultural nature of the parish and how 
different cultures and languages are celebrated. 

In summary, both parishes are united by a sense of community, appreciation for their priests, 
and love of music. St. John’s has a unique focus on outreach & ministries, while Holy Spirit 
highlights its multicultural inclusivity. 
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