










Please Pray for

those who have recently died: 
Kyle Babick  

(nephew of Ray & Tess Babick) 
Michael Eugene James Childs 

(husband of Robin Childs) 
Sylvia Taft  

(mother of Karen Loomis) 

those who are sick:  
Judy Chaney 
Ronie Gerona 

Did You Get Your Tax Statement? 

They were sent last week.  For those who have an 
email address on file with St. John the Baptist, it 
was emailed last week.  If we do not have your 
email address, your tax statement was mailed to 
your physical address.  If you have not yet gotten 
your tax statement, please contact Nancy Moore 
(ext. 102) at the parish office.  It’s possible that you 
may need to update your mailing information. 

Olive Wood Carvings for Sale 

The handicrafts trade in the Holy Land has 
evolved as a cultural tradition of the Holy 
Land people over many centuries and has 
become an industry of significance to the 
local economy.   Sadly, the Christian 
population in the Holy Land has dropped 
from 22% to less than 2% over the past two 
decades.  

Issa Jaraysa will be at St. John the Baptist this weekend, 
February 1 and 2, to sell these handicrafts after all the 
Masses.  They are crafted from olive wood. Artisans use 
only the pruned and discarded pieces of young olive trees 
and sprouts from the old, unproductive trees.  

The proceeds support Catholic families in the Holy Land 
and will allow them to remain in their homeland.  The sale 
of these handicrafts is their major source of income.  The 
wares (nativities, crucifixes, rosaries, statues, and more) 
are from more than 75 families in Bethlehem. They are 
beautiful and unique items.   

Confirmation Preparation for Adults 

Were you baptized and received First Communion 
in the Catholic Church as a child?  Are you an adult 
who has completed high school?  Do you attend 
Mass regularly?  If you answered yes to all of the 
above and are interested in finishing your Rites of 
Initiation, then this is for you! 

Please contact Joan Williamson at 
joanw@sjtbcc.org or 253-630-0701 ext. 109 to 
learn more about becoming a full member in the 
Catholic Church.   

Save the Date for  
Craft & Hobby Retreat 

Planning for the Craft & Hobby Retreat is underway! 

While registration doesn’t open until February 14, 
2025, Nancy Moore needs to know now who’s 
planning to attend, so preparations can begin. If you 
are sure you'll be able to attend on February 21 
and/or February 22, please email Nancy at 
nancym@sjtbcc.org or call the parish office. You 
can submit your registration later by mail or drop-off. 
We need at least 20 participants to hold the event; 
friends and family from outside St. John the Baptist 
are warmly welcome! 

Thankful For Your Stewardship 

We hit $838,472.00 in pledges from 384 (33%) of our 
registered families at St. John the Baptist parish!  Our goal 
was $1,000,000, but we are still very thankful and blessed 
for reaching 83% of our goal.  Thank you so much to 
everyone who has pledged to support our parish with 
their financial contribution. Our pledges are a bit less 
than last year, but we remain optimistic as we start our 
budget process. We appreciate all who give, regardless of 
pledge status.  

If you are financially supporting the parish but have not 
received your "Vincent van Goat" magnet, please stop by 
the office and pick one up!  

It is not too late to contribute!  We welcome 
any amount.  Click on the QR code and follow 
the prompts, or you may visit our website and 
enter your pledge there. 

A million thanks from Vincent van Goat!  We look forward to 
building a bright future together! 

Our New Rectory 

Please direct your attention to Page 5 of our 
bulletin trifold.  There are photos and a brief 
description of our new rectory.  The link to 
donate is finally live, and you can donate at 
ppay.co/-UiXbbeTgME.  Or you can scan this 
QR code.  Thank you for your generosity! Archdiocese of Seattle 
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Cold Temperatures Bring Icy Mornings 

It’s that time of the year again, when cold mornings bring 
ice to our parking lot and sidewalks. 

When the temperatures drop below freezing, frost and 
ice form on the parking lot and sidewalks creating 
unsafe conditions for people attending the early morning 
Masses. 

Without a dedicated ministry, de-icing the parking lot 
was only made possible by snagging a parishioner or 
two before Mass to help with the de-icing. We need a 
few strong people/families willing to be on a winter 
rotation to come and spread the de-icer on our 
sidewalks and parking lot at 8:00 am on these icy 
mornings. This will be a special ministry team that will 
only operate through mid-March.  

Please contact David Aldous at (253) 630-0701 x114 if 
you can support this ministry.  

Thank you for your gift of time and talent. 

Smile, You’re on Candid Camera! 

From time to time, you will see me, Pat 
(the bulletin editor) or other volunteers and 
staff members snapping photos at Mass.  
Some of these photos may be published 
in the bulletin.  All photos are usually 
taken of the back of the parishioners, so 
faces will not be recognizable.  We respect the privacy of 
our parishioners attending Mass and will not publish 
photos going forward without a photo release form if a 
parishioner is clearly identifiable.  If you have any 
questions, please email me, Pat, at bulletin@sjtbcc.org. 

Tell us how we can improve! 
Email me, Pat, at 
bulletin@sjtbcc.org 

and send me your suggestions 

Tell Us What You Think 

The community of St. John the Baptist is proud to 
partner with the City of Covington to address 
issues such as extreme weather and climate 
change.  It is our hope that, together, we can 
create a more resilient, inclusive, and sustainable 
Covington for the future.   

There is a five-minute survey that we hope you will 
take the time to complete and voice your opinion 
on issues like how you are impacted by extreme 
weather, reducing the city’s greenhouse gas 
emissions, and identifying top priorities for the 
City’s projects including parks, transportation, and 
more.  Please fill out the survey by February 23, 
2025.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Dafne Hernandez at 
dhernandez@covingtonwa.gov or 253-480-2442. 

Thank you for your participation and concern for 
our city. 

The Director of Vocations for the Archdiocese of 
Seattle, Father Justin Ryan, will be preaching on 
vocations at the Masses at St. Monica the 
weekend of February 15 & 16, 2025.  

For more information about discernment and 
vocations, visit Seattle Vocations on the 
Archdiocese website. 

New Parishioners, Join Us! 

If you have joined St. John the Baptist in the last year but 
have missed our previous Welcome Gatherings, you are 
invited to join us on Sunday, February 23, 2025 at 
12:30 pm (after the 11:30 am Mass) for lunch, a meet-
and-greet, ministry information, and a special tour of the 
facilities!  Get your questions answered, make new 
friends, and get involved!  Please RSVP at  
archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/66/responses/new 
by February 21, 2025.  Hope to see you there!  Contact 
Kathy Wickward at ext. 101 for more information. 

Found: Insulin Pen 

An insulin pen was found in the sanctuary a few weeks 
ago.  If you have lost a pen, please email Pat at 
bulletin@sjtbcc.org and identify the manufacturer and 
the proximity of where you might have lost it.  If identified 
correctly, you can pick it up at the church office during 
office hours.   
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