
Mass Schedule 
Saturday, Christmas Eve:  4:00 pm, 7:00 pm, 10:00 pm 

Sunday, Christmas Day: 10:00 am 
Weekday Masses: Wed 9:00 am, Thurs 6:30 pm, Fri 9:00 am 

Word & Communion: Mon & Tues 9:00 am 

Office Hours  
Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Saturday: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Sunday:  Closed 

December 18, 2022 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Matthew 1:18-24 

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Giving Tree, 2022 



 WELCOME 
Whether you’re a registered parishioner or first-time visitor, we hope you feel welcomed.  

There are many ways to get involved. If you have any questions,  
please let one of our staff members know or call the parish office at 253-630-0701. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Stewardship is a way of life, and the diversity of our gifts  
is used to answer Christ’s call to proclaim and live the Gospel. 

Gather in God’s Name!  Grow in God’s Time!  Go in God’s Spirit! 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH STAFF 

Pastor:  
Father Bill McKee, ext. 105 billm@sjtbcc.org 

Bookkeeper: 
Nancy Moore, ext. 102 nancym@sjtbcc.org 

Bulletin: 
Pat Defiesta, bulletin@sjtbcc.org 

Facility Steward: 
David Aldous, ext. 114 davida@sjtbcc.org 

Music Coordinator:  

Luis Diaz de Leon, ext. 108 luisd@sjtbcc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Administration: 
David Cromer, ext. 101 davidc@sjtbcc.org 
Pastoral Assistant for Faith Formation, RCIA 

& Sacramental Prep : 
Joan Williamson, ext. 109 joanw@sjtbcc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Pre-School/Elementary  
Faith Formation:  
Therese McHenry, ext. 123 theresem@sjtbcc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Liturgy & Pastoral Care: 
Laurie Moloney, ext. 111 lauriem@sjtbcc.org  

Pastoral Assistant for Social Outreach and  
Advocacy: 
Andrea Mendoza, ext. 115 andream@sjtbcc.org  

Pastoral Asst. for Stewardship & Evangelization 
Anne Frederick, ext. 125  annef@sjtbcc.org 

Pastoral Asst. for Youth Ministry 5-12: 
OPEN; contact Joan Williamson if interested  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

25810 156th Ave SE  
Covington, WA 98042 

@sjtbcovington 

253-630-0701 

office@sjtbcc.org 
Sjtbcc.org  
(website) 

email 
Sunday, December 18 

MASS - 9:00 am 
Blood Pressure Check - after morning masses 

MASS - 11:30 am 
MASS - 5:30 pm 

Monday, December 19 
Word & Communion - 9:00 am 

Faith Formation - 6:00 pm 
Choir (FilAm) Practice - 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, December 20 
Word & Communion - 9:00 am 

Giving Tree Store - 2:00 pm 
Choir (Fil Am) Practice - 7:00 pm 
WICS (Widow Support) - 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, December 21 
MASS - 9:00 am 

Christmas Children’s Mass Rehearsal - 4:30 pm 
Choir (Sun 5:30 pm) Practice - 7:00 pm 

Grief Ministry Zoom - 7:00 pm 
Hispanic Charismatic Group - 7:00 pm 

Youth Ministry (Grades 5 - 12) - 7:00 pm  

Thursday, December 22 

OFFICE CLOSED 
Yoga - 7:30 am 

MASS - 6:30 pm 
Choir (Sun 11:30) Practice - 7:00 pm 

Friday, December 23 
OFFICE CLOSED 

MASS - 9:00 am 
Hispanic Charismatic Prayer - 6:30 pm 

Choir (Fil Am) practice - 7:00 pm 

Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

OFFICE CLOSED 
Gospel Reflection SFC - 10:00 am 

MASS (Children’s) - 4:00 pm 
MASS - 7:00 pm 

MASS - 10:00 pm 

 
Sunday, December 24 

MASS - 10:00 am 

THIS WEEK IN OUR CHURCH 
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Pastor’s Corner 

CARE and 
A Touch of Love 

Stewardship 

* Pledge update as of 12/5/22.   
See website for more current updates. 

Thank you for your support! 

Goal $1,000,000 

Pledges Received * $702,603 

% of goal 70.7% 

# of families at SJTB 1216 

# of families pledged 327 

% of families pledged 26.9% 

Average weekly pledge $41.32 

“David Cromer, who 
replaced Kathy last May, 
has discerned that this is 
the right time for 
retirement.  At the same 
time, Kathy’s new job at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Cathedral was not 
turning out as she had 
thought.” 

- Fr. Bill 

Good-bye And Thank You David, 
Welcome Kathy 

Did you hear that the former CEO of Disney, Bob 
Iger, returned to lead the company?  Well, not to be 
outdone, Kathy Wickward has returned as Pastoral 
Assistant of Administration for our parish!   

David Cromer, who replaced Kathy last May, has 
discerned that this is the right time for retirement.  At 
the same time, Kathy’s new job at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Cathedral was not turning out as she had 
thought. 

This will be a great benefit for the parish.  We will 
have Kathy’s experience, as the parish continues to 
move forward with our new operating software.  
Kathy was on the archdiocesan committee that 
helped choose this software and is already 
somewhat familiar with it. 

David’s last day will be December 31.  Kathy will 
begin full time on January 3.  You will see her around 
a bit during December, as she gets caught up with 
training for the new software and with where the 
parish has been these past eight months under the 
very capable leadership of David.  Thank you 
David! 

Disney’s stock went up with Bob Iger’s return.  Will 
our parish stewardship go up with Kathy’s?  It’s a 
small world after all. 

-Fr. Bill 

It is not too late to turn in a pledge 
card.  We still have not heard from 
over 70% of our parish families. 
Your generosity is crucial to 
keeping our staff and programs 
available.  Please do take a 
moment and pledge online at our 
parish website sjtbcc.org/

stewardship-of-treasure/ 

Please pray that this year each one of us will 
experience the joy of Sacrificial Giving: of generously 
sharing our gifts to help us build our parish 
community and the Body of Christ.   

Your pledge matters!  We are truly grateful for your 
generous support. 

Parish Mission 

Have you received a “Touch of Love” phone call this 
month?   

We hope you had a chance to talk with one of our 
parishioners or have listened to your voicemail from 
St. John the Baptist.  We have 18 people calling all 
our parish households.  They are interested in 
hearing about your experience of our Church 
community and if you are seeking spiritual or 
practical support.   

Our volunteers are finding this time filled with grace 
and blessings and are grateful to have a moment to 
share our CARE for you.  We truly are looking 
forward to listening to you and finding out how we 
might assist you during our shared journey of faith! 

sjtbcc.org/stewardship-of-treasure/
sjtbcc.org/stewardship-of-treasure/


Ministry Spotlight 

Prayer Requests 

For the sick : 

Jackie Cleveland, Faye Driessen,  
Charlotte French, and Mary Ellen Pardo 

 For those who have died: 

Brian Torres Ibarra (son of Saul Torres & Maria Ibarra), 
Connie Tietz (wife of Paul Tietz), and 

Lynn Walker (friend of Charlotte French)  

Our Church 

Simbang Gabi is a cherished Filipino 
tradition of a nine-day novena of 
Masses preparing for Christmas.  
Originally, Mass was at dawn so 
laborers could attend.  Today, in the 
United Sates, Mass is usually in the 
evening followed by a meal. 

Here is a schedule of Simbang Gabi Masses in South 
King County. 

 Saturday 12/17 5:30 pm at St. John the Baptist 
 Sunday 12/18  5:00 pm at St. Anthony, Renton 
 Monday 12/19 7:00 pm St. Philomena, Des Moines  
 Tuesday 12/20 6:00 pm St. Francis, Burien 
 Wednesday 12/21 6:00 pm St. Theresa, Federal Way 
 Thursday 12/22 6:00 pm St. Theresa, Federal Way 
 Friday 12/23 6:00 pm St. Theresa, Federal Way 

Christmas Poinsettias Needed 

You are invited to make a donation 
of $10 (suggested amount) on 
behalf of a loved one for the 
poinsettias that we will use to 
decorate the church for Christmas.  

Write the name of the person you 
wish to remember on a memorial card.  Place the card in 
the envelope with your payment, and deposit it in the 
collection box in the narthex. The memorial cards will be 
displayed in the narthex at Christmas. 

Deadline is December 18, 2022. 

During Advent, fellow parishioners will 
be calling every household. If you 
receive a call from an unusual number, 
please consider picking up or checking 
your voicemails.  We truly would like to 
connect with you and find out how we 
might support you!!! 

New Wine 
It’s a new church year, so we thought we’d try 
something new. For years we have been using 
Mont La Salle winery’s Chateau Des Freres 
wine at Mass. We are switching to Mont La 
Salle’s Rosato. It’s a deep rose colored wine 
with a sweet and rich mellow taste. It’s one of 
the most popular altar wines from Mont La 
Salle. Let us know what you think!  

The Knights of Columbus is a global organization of 
Catholic men.  Founded on the principles of charity, 
unity, and fraternity, the Knights of Columbus was 
established in 1882 by Father Michael J. McGivney, 
assistant pastor of St. Mary's Church in New Haven, 
Connecticut.  Today, Father McGivney is being 
considered for sainthood.   

The Knights at St. John the Baptist are members of the 
Harry J. Tucker Jr, Council 11780, which was founded 
in May of 1996.  Since its creation, the Knights of 
Council 11780 have focused on serving the parish, 
parish ministries, and the local community.  Throughout 
the year, the Knights perform tasks such as food 
collections for the Covington Food Bank, service at 
Habitat for Humanity, hosting Council and Parish faith 
events, assisting the elderly and disabled, and feeding 
the homeless.   

In addition to service, the Knights frequently conduct 
fundraising events, which in turn provide financial 
support to many organizations such as parish 
ministries, local seminarians, the local community, and 
global causes like the Ukraine Solidarity Fund.  

Most recently the Knights provided nearly 200 coats to 
children within Kent’s Elementary Schools.  The 
parish’s participation at events such as Cherry Sales 
and Pancake Breakfasts made the Coats for Kids 
Program a huge success. Some upcoming fundraising 
events that are parish favorites are the January Crab 
Feed and the Lenten Fish Frys.   

Any Catholic man, over 18 years of age, who feels the 
calling to be a part of a fraternal organization and 
growing his faith along with serving the parish and local 
community, is welcomed to join.  Our Council meets 
monthly.  Beyond the monthly meetings, members 
participate in events based on their availability. For 
those interested in more information, seek out any 
Knight, scan the QR Code, visit our webpage,  
kofc11780.com, or stop by the Knight’s information 
table in the Narthex.      

Submitted by: Mark Rosenberger, 
Grand Knight 

https://kofc11780.com


Our Community 

Our Church 

Send An eCard 

Sending out holiday cards? 
Consider sending e-cards. If you 
still prefer print, search out 
companies and organizations that 
offset their carbon footprint by 
planting trees for each card order 
and/or commit to using 100% post-
consumer waste for their cards. 

An In-Person Marriage Encounter Experience 

“Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will 

prepare your way before you.” (Malachi 3:1) 

This Advent make the decision to grow in your marriage 
by attending the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Experience in 2023: Feb 17-19 at Archbishop Brunett 
Retreat Center at the Palisades, Federal Way, WA;  Jan 
13-15 in Beaverton, OR; Mar 10-12 in Spokane, WA; 
and May 19-21 in Seattle, WA. Space is limited, so 
reserve your weekend early. 

For more information about Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter, please visit wwme.org. 

For questions, or to find out more about a Virtual 
Encounter Weekend, feel free to contact: Jeff and 
Sandy Corneil at 360-930-2321. 

Our Giving Tree is still collecting 
gifts for our Giving Tree Store, 
which will support families facing 
challenging times.  

We need toys and books for all 
genders and ages. Our goal is to 
help at least 50 families which 
includes over 150 children this 
holiday season.  

Monetary donations can be made at the following link: 
tinyurl.com/sjtbholidays  Or you can also fulfill the 
Amazon wish list at amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/3DX1NTQULLRFC, where you can purchase your 
items and have them shipped directly to the parish. Or 
you can simply take a tag from the Giving Tree in the 
narthex and purchase the items for our families. All 
items need to be received back to the parish by 
December 18.  If you have questions or would like to 
be involved in the Giving Tree ministry, please contact 
Andrea Shimek at the parish office. 

15,000 Ukrainians have come into Western Washington 
since the beginning of the war. With more on their way, 
our Archdiocese is committed to helping parishes and 
parishioners create “Welcome Circles” to help families 
integrate into our neighborhoods. We at St. John the 
Baptist are working to create a Welcome Circle and join 
the cause. If you are interested in learning more, please 
contact Andrea at 253-893-6884 or andream@sjtbcc.org.  

Returning Catholics 

No matter how long you have been 
away and no matter the reason, we 
invite you to consider renewing your 
relationship with the Catholic Church. 

We miss you, and we would like to 
welcome you home. If you left the 
Church in pain that we have caused; 
if you feel you have done something 
to separate yourself from us; if you 
have married outside the Church; if 
you attend Mass only at Christmas and Easter, for 
weddings or funerals but do not receive Holy 
Communion; or if you have not been to confession in a 
very long time, please contact Anne Frederick 
annef@sjtbcc.org or call 253-630-0701 x125. We look 
forward to walking with you on your faith journey. 

Welcome Gathering 

Have you recently joined our parish?  Please join us 
for an upcoming  gathering.  All registrants will receive 
free gifts! 

Contact Anne Frederick annef@sjtbcc.org or  
253-0630-0701 x125 for more information. 
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