
 WELCOME 
Whether you’re a registered parishioner or first-time visitor,  

we hope you feel welcome. There are many ways to get involved. If you have any questions, please 
let one of our staff members know or call the parish office at 253-630-0701 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Catholic Community of St. John the Baptist: Where stewardship is a way of life and the diversity 
of our gifts is used to answer Christ’s call to proclaim and live the Gospel. 
 

Gather in God’s Name!  Grow in God’s Time!  Go in God’s Spirit! 

 

March 27, 2022 

  Fourth Sunday of Lent 

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF 

   ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

PARISH STAFF 
253-630-0701 

 

Pastor  
Fr. Bill McKee, ext. 105 billm@sjtbcc.org 

Bookkeeper 

Nancy Moore, ext. 102 nancym@sjtbcc.org 

Facility Steward 

David Aldous, ext. 114 davida@sjtbcc.org 

Music Coordinator  

Luis Diaz de Leon, ext. 108 luisd@sjtbcc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Administration 
Open  

Pastoral Assistant for Faith Formation, RCIA 

& Sacramental Prep  
Joan Williamson, ext. 109 joanw@sjtbcc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Pre-School/Elementary  
Faith Formation  
Therese McHenry, ext. 123 theresem@sjtbcc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Liturgy & Pastoral Care 
Laurie Moloney, ext. 111 lauriem@sjtbcc.org  

Pastoral Assistant for Social Outreach and  
Advocacy 
Andrea Mendoza, ext. 115 andream@sjtbcc.org  

Pastoral Asst. for Stewardship & Evangelization 
Anne Frederick, ext. 125  annef@sjtbcc.org 

Pastoral Asst. for Youth Ministry 5-12 
Chelsea Wilde, ext. 110 chelseaw@sjtbcc.org 

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS: 
 

Monday to Friday: 9am - 4pm; Saturday, 10am - 3pm 

Word & Communion: Mon. & Tues. 9am 

Mass: Wed. 9am, Thurs. 6:30pm, Fri. 9am 

   Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 9am,11:30 am, and 5:30pm 

Confession: Saturday at 4pm  

Vigil mass is live streamed Saturdays at 5:30pm on 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

25810 156th Ave SE  
Covington, WA 98042 

 
office@sjtbcc.org 
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“Whereas sin is destructive, a 
penance can be constructive and 
bring healing to others harmed by 
one’s sin.”  
 - Fr. Bill 

Lent Pastor’s Corner 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Our communal Lenten reconciliation service with 
individual confession and absolution will be Saturday, 
April 2 at 10:00 am. In preparation, I would like to 
repeat a series of bulletin articles I did for our Advent 
reconciliation service. 
 
It is the Holy Spirit who moves the follower of Christ 
who has sinned to come to the Sacrament of Penance.  
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we seek deeper and deeper 
conversion to God. This process of conversion through 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation has four elements: 
contrition, confession, penance, and absolution. 
 
In previous articles, I have examined contrition and 
confession. Now I would like to focus on the element of 
penance. Sin is destructive. It can harm self, others, 
the community, and creation. When I was a child, the 
common act of penance the priest gave us was to pray 
three Hail Marys and one Our Father. While prayer is 
always good, I often did not see the connection 
between what I confessed and the penance that was 
given. Today, the focus is on a penance that can really 
be a remedy for sin and a help to renewal of life. 
 
Sin can easily become habit forming, even addictive. A 
penance can help one break a bad habit by developing 
a good one. One can push against a sin by choosing to 
do the opposite. In suggesting a penance, I often give 
the opposite of a sin confessed.  
 
The penance can also help repair an injury sin has 
caused to another. Whereas sin is destructive, a 
penance can be constructive and bring healing to 
others harmed by one’s sin. 
 
While the priest suggests the penance, the penitent 
has to agree to it. One can always ask for a different 
penance if the one suggested is impossible or too 
difficult to carry out. Sometimes the penitent even can 
suggest a penance they believe will be a true remedy 
for their sin. 
 
This Lent, since we do not have permission to 
celebrate Reconciliation with a general absolution, we 
do have the opportunity to be more intentional in 
offering a penance that truly addresses the sins being 
confessed. The whole purpose of a penance is to bring 
healing. True conversion is completed by acts of 
penance. 

- Fr. Bill 

Date Led by 

April 1 ------------- Faith Formation Families 
April 8 ----------------------------- Youth Group 

God of power and mercy, 
in love you sent your Son 

that we might be cleansed of sin 
and live with you forever. 

Bless us as we gather to reflect 
on his suffering and death 

that we may learn from his example 
the way we should go. 

We ask this through that same Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

- Pope John Paul II, Good Friday 1991 

You are invited to make a donation on behalf 
of a loved one for flowers that will be 

purchased to decorate the church for 
Easter. Write the name of the person 
you wish to remember on a memorial 
card and place it in the envelope with 
your payment. Put it in the collection 

box in the narthex. The memorial cards 
will be displayed in the narthex at Easter.   
 

Donations of $10 is suggested  
BY APRIL 10, 2022.  



Lenten Services & Reconciliation 
with individual confession and absolution 

Saturday, April 2 at 10:00 am 
 

Services at other parishes:  
Holy Family in Auburn 

Thursday, March 31 at 7:00 pm 

 Make your next shopping trip GREEN 

 

Consider the before-life and after-
life of purchases. Patronize 
second-hand or fair trade stores. 
You can buy clothes, jewelry, 
shoes, furniture, books, movies, 
and toys conscientiously. If you 

cannot find what you need at a 
second-hand store, try a fair trade 

store for ethically sourced products.  

Stewardship 

 
 

This weekend (March 27), Joe Cotton, Director of 
Pastoral Care and Outreach for the Archdiocese of 
Seattle, will be sharing a reflection on Sunday’s gospel 
of the prodigal son and a statewide program called, 
One Parish One Prisoner. This ministry seeks to equip 
faith communities to build supportive pre-release 
relationships with one person returning to their 
community from prison. A group of St. John the Baptist 
parishioners have asked to begin this ministry. The 
Parish Leadership Team wanted to let the parish know 
about this ministry and have the opportunity to share 
any comments or concerns. You can read more about 
One Parish One Prisoner at https://nwcatholic.org/
voices/joe-cotton/catholic-voices-one-parish-one-
prisoner and https://undergroundministries.org/opop. 
 

Please share your comments or concerns with either 
Andrea Mendoza, Pastoral Assistant for Social 
Outreach, at andream@sjtbcc.org or Fr. Bill at 
billm@sjtbcc.org. Feedback is due by April 11. 

This week we take up The 
Catholic Relief Services Collection  
to reveal Christ’s love to our 
brothers and sisters in need. This 
collection helps six Catholic 
agencies - USCCB’s Migration 
and Refugee Services; Catholic 
Legal Immigration Network, Inc.; 
USCCB Secretariat of Cultural 
Diversity in the Church; Catholic 

Relief Services; USCCB Department of Justice, Peace, 
and Human Development; and Holy Father’s Relief Fund - 
to provide relief and support for struggling communities 
and to work for peace and reconciliation among our 
marginalized brothers and sisters here and around the 
world. Please prayerfully consider how you can 
support the collection.  Learn more about the collection 
at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

The Called to Serve as Christ campaign 
provides long-term funding for the 
retirement and medical needs of priests 

and women religious as well as support of 
individual parishes. Kicked off in 2018, 

the campaign rolled out in four waves 
across the Archdiocese’s 168 

parishes and missions. The active phase of the 
campaign concluded in early 2021 and now the 
campaign is in its pledge fulfillment phase.  
 
Here at St. John the Baptist Parish, parishioners have 
contributed $591,958.93 as of 12/31/21 towards the 
pledged amount of $681,232.64. Fifteen percent of the 
amount raised is returned to the parish. Our parish 
committed these funds to our outreach ministries. 
Through them, we have been able to collaborate with 
and support Pregnancy Aid, Advocates for Immigrants 
in Detention Northwest (AIDNW), and Catholic 
Community Service’s Community Engagement 
program. Our ability to support outreach ministries was 
especially valuable during the pandemic, when many 
organizations saw their needs increase. 
 
Thank you for your support. For more information on 
the Called to Serve campaign, go to https://
archseattle.org/called-to-serve/. To find out more about 
our parish’s outreach ministries, go to https://sjtbcc.org/
go-ministries/life-justice-and-peace/. 

Sunday Collection - March 20, 2022 

SOURCE AMOUNT 

Stewardship Envelope $4,406  

Stewardship Loose Checks                    1,835.50  

Stewardship Loose Cash                       925.00  

Vigil lights                         65.00  

St. Vincent de Paul                       102.00  

Missal sales                         15.00  

Project Pay                       681.90  

Safe Car Parking                       289.50  

Funeral                    1,250.00  

Mass intentions                       140.00  

Catholic Home Mission                         20.00  

Eucharistic Bread donation                         14.00  

Ukraine donations                       320.00  

Easter flowers                         80.00  

TOTAL $10,143.90  
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Masks at Mass 
 

Masks are currently optional at Mass. 
It is a personal choice, and each 

person will have his or her own comfort 
level and reasons for wearing or not 

wearing a mask. Please do not tease or 
pressure anyone to wear a mask or to take 

a mask off. Let us all respect where each other is at 
in regards to masks. Please note that masks are 
required for some liturgical ministers during 
some of their duties. For more on our mask 
protocol, please visit our webpage at  
https://sjtbcc.org/2022/03/04/mass-mask-protocols/ 

In Our Parish  

We have completed all of our parish synod 
listening groups. On April 6, parish 

leadership will prayerfully reflect on the 
feedback received and begin 
preparing summaries of it. As this 
information becomes available, Fr. 

Bill looks forward to sharing it with 
our parish. We continue to ask the 

Holy Spirit to lead us in discerning future steps for our 
journey of faith here at St. John the Baptist. 

 
 

 
 

Please pray for those who are sick : 
Andrea Chay, Joanne & Jason Gose, 

Mary Petersen, Dorothy Snyder,  
and Cameron Wilson. 

Please pray for those who have died:  
Jennifer Beckie 

Christ’s 2nd Commandment (C2C) 
ministry promotes awareness that 
people we meet in life are our neighbors. 
Below are reflections from C2C 
members on Thomas Merton’s book, 
New Seeds of Contemplation.  These 
reflections are invitations to explore this 
book. 

 

“Every moment and every event of every man’s life 
on earth plants something in his soul.” Those are 
but a small sampling of words in this extensively 
highlighted “perfect handbook for one’s spiritual 
journey” which awakened me to the possibility of an 
uninterrupted dialogue with God – a dialogue of 
love and of choice. “Seeds” both illuminated and 
challenged my understandings of our inner self, the 
Ego within us, dwelling in darkness and the 
boundless love offered freely by God. I will never 
see myself nor my neighbor in the same way again. 
Merton and “Seeds” is truly a transformative read. 
 

The following words of Thomas Merton rest deep 
within me after completing our journey with his 
book, New Seeds of Contemplation. “The only true 
joy on earth is to escape from the prison of our own 
false self, and enter by love into union with the Life 
Who dwells and sings within the essence of every 
creature and in the core of our own souls.” This 
journey has transformed my faith in profound ways. 
I have grown in awareness that the love of God 
seeks me in every situation, and seeks my good. 
God’s love seeks my awakening. And because God 
wills me to be awakened, I am able to allow the 
Spirit to show me the bondage of my false self and 
step into the light of my true self, which is union 
with the Life Who dwells in me. Amen, Amen. 

Attention Gardeners! 
 

We invite you to share your flowers 
and blooming bushes/trees to 
enhance our worship space.  
We are looking for blooming 

bushes like Forsythia, Butterfly 
Bush, Hydrangea, Rhododendron 

or Snowball Viburnum, to name a few.  
We also can use Calla Lilies and Dahlias.   
  

We are hoping to have flowers and blooming 
branches to enhance our Easter celebration. 
Unfortunately, we are not able to come to you to 
gather the flowers.  We ask that you bring them to the 
church on Saturday mornings, beginning April 16. 
Please do not drop anything off before then. 
 

If you have flowers you want to donate, please call 
Mary Syslo at 425-306-9687 to let her know what you 
have.  Mary and Judy Fuchs will be delighted to 
arrange what you bring to enhance our worship space.  
Thank you! 

The Stewardship and Evangelization 
Commission met Tuesday evening, 
March 15, via Zoom. The meeting 
opened with prayers for the soul of 
Jennifer Beckie and her family. We 

are grateful for Adrian’s active 
presence on our commission. Sam Racicot facilitated 
our continuing discussion on the book, The Art of 
Accompaniment. The questions and insights focused on 
how conscience formation is critical for us to hear and 
share God’s call in our lives. We reflected on how we 
can share the Good News in a way that others can hear 
and receive it, especially with sensitive and emotional 
topics. Emphasis was placed on the importance of 
listening, prayer, hope, and confidence in the healing 
presence of Christ. Plans were made to lead the 
Stations of the Cross on Friday, March 18. Discussion 
continued with how we can encourage parishioner 
engagement, as we hopefully continue to have more 
activities with post-COVID restrictions. We would like to 
explore the option of highlighting specific ministries each 
month, with representatives participating in one weekend 
of Masses by bringing us the gifts and offering a mission 
announcement. We also are interested in the possibility 
of having nametags available for parishioners. Sarah 
Pirson will be our guest speaker at our next meeting on 
Tuesday, April 26. She will be sharing a presentation on 
a “Community of Service.” 

https://sjtbcc.org/2022/03/04/mass-mask-protocols/


 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Sunday, Mar 27 
Mass - 9:00 am 
Blood Pressure Check - after morning masses 
PS & Elem Faith Formation - 10:15 am 
Mass - 11:30 am 
Life Teen Night - 2:00 pm 
1st Sacramental Prep (Gr. 5-12) - 3:30 pm 
Mass (Life Teen) - 5:30 pm  
  
Monday,  Mar 28 
Yoga - 7:30 am 
Word & Communion - 9:00 am 
Cub Scout Pack 506 - 5:30 pm 
 

Tuesday,  Mar 29 
Word & Communion - 9:00 am 
Girl Scout Troop 46865 - 6:00 pm 
WICS - 7:00 pm 
Adult Formation Guest Speaker - 7:00 pm 
 

Wednesday,  Mar 30 
Mass - 9:00 am 
Elem. Faith Formation Lenten Activity - 4:30 pm 
Living Your Strengths - 6:30 pm 
Hispanic Adult Formation - 6:45 pm 
Youth Group - 7:00 pm 
Hispanic Charismatic Formation - 7:00 pm 
 

Thursday, Mar 31 
Yoga - 7:30 am 
Bible Study (Adult Formation) - 10:00 am 
Women’s SFC: Universal Christ - 4:00 pm 
Mass - 6:30 pm 
RCIA - 7:00 pm 
 

Friday,  Apr 1 
Mass - 9:00 am 
First Friday Adoration - 9:30 am 
Hispanic Charismatic Prayer - 6:00 pm 
Stations of the Cross - 7:00 pm 
 

Saturday, Apr 2 
Adult Confirmation Prep - 9:00 am 
Lenten Reconciliation Service - 10:00 am 
Girl Scout Troop 40528 - 10:00 am 
Guatemala Committee - 3:00 pm 
Mass - 5:30 pm 

This Week At Our Church From Our Community 

Rachel’s Corner   
Hope and Healing After Abortion  

 

“Be intentional with that pain you are feeling and realize 
there is no time limit as you deal with deep hurts. Some 
wounds when left to themselves will only get infected and 
get worse with time. It is good to acknowledge and make 
space for that grief in your life, instead of just ignoring it 
and pretending it is not there.”  

- Debra Fileta, LPC  
 

Have you allowed yourself to grieve your loss due to an 
abortion decision? Has the shame and regret been 
weighing you down? Join us on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ 
Retreat and find freedom and peace in acknowledging 
your pain and allowing the healing to begin. 
 

Call for a compassionate &  
confidential conversation 

 

English: (206) 920-6413 | Español: (206)-450-7814 
 

Email projectrachel@ccsww.org.  
Visit us at www.ccsww.org/projectrachel or 

www.facebook.com/projectrachelww. 
 

Project Rachel is a program of  Catholic Community Services.   

You are loved with an everlasting Love! 

Overcoming disaster 
 

In Bangladesh, cyclones 
and other natural 
disasters are increasing - 
destroying farms, homes 
and more - making it 
difficult for people like 

Noornobi to earn a living and support their families. 
But Noornobi has learned new techniques to protect 
his land and income, enabling his niece and nephew 
to go to school. How can you care for creation to help 
the planet and our global family?  For more information 
visit crsricebowl.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

St Barbara Parish in Black Diamond, WA  
has an immediate opening for: 

 

Administrative Assistant/Receptionist 
 

This position is a part time position of 20 to 25 hours per 
week. Pay is DOE. Must be computer-literate, have basic 
Microsoft skills including Publisher, and experience with 
database management. Must be able to multi-task and have 
good interpersonal skills as well as willing to support all staff 
as needed. For additional information please send inquiries 
to David Cromer at paa@stbarbarachurch.org. 

MARCH 27 AFTER SUNDAY MORNING MASSES 
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Knights of Columbus
Friday Family Fish Fry

Breaded Fried Cod, French Fries, 
Clam Chowder and Drinks

LENT 2022

Friday, April 8th

Dinner: 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM

Proceeds & Donations Will Go To The 

National KoC Ukraine Solidarity Fund

April 8th

Welcome Back 
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Trena Kupper
REALTOR®

206-310-2668
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Rhonda Harris 
Real Estate Broker 
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