
 

 WELCOME 
Whether you’re a registered parishioner or first-time visitor, we 
hope you feel welcome. There are many ways to get involved. 
If you have any questions, please let one of our staff members 

know or call the parish office   253-630-0701 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Catholic Community of St. John the Baptist: Where stewardship is a way of 
life and the diversity of our gifts is used to answer Christ’s call to proclaim and 
live the Gospel. 

Gather in God’s Name, Grow in God’s Time, Go in God’s Spirit 

September 12, 2021 

Twenty– fourth  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF 

   ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church/Office: Phone: 253-630-0701 
25810 156th Ave SE, Covington, WA 98042 
Instagram: @sjtbcovington Email: office@sjtbcc.org 
Website:sjtbcc.org, pages are updated weekly!  
Regular  Office Hours:      
Monday-Friday  9 am—4 pm  Saturday, 10 am —3 pm                      
Word & Communion: Mon & Tues. 9 am 
Mass: Wed. 9 am, Thurs. 6:30 pm, Friday, 9 am 
           Sat. 5:30 pm, Sun. 9 am and 11:30 am  
Confession: Saturday at 4 pm  
Vigil mass live streamed Saturdays at 5:30 pm on  
Facebook, recordings posted to website by 
 8 am Sunday 

PARISH STAFF 

 
 

Fr. Bill McKee  Pastor  
ext 105 billm@sjtbcc.org 

Administrative Assistant  

Connie Tietz, ext 101 conniet@sjtbcc.org 

Bookkeeper 

Nancy Moore, ext 102 nancym@sjtbcc.org 

Facility Steward 

David Aldous, ext 114 davida@sjtbcc.org 

Music Coordinator  

Luis Diaz de Leon, ext 108 luisd@sjtbcc.org 

Pastoral Asst. for Administration 
Kathy Wickward, ext 103 kathyw@sjtbcc.org  

 Pastoral Asst. for Faith Formation, RCIA 

 & Sacramental Prep  

Joan Williamson, ext 109 joanw@sjtbcc.org 

Pastoral Asst. for PreSchool/Elementary  

Faith  Formation  

Therese McHenry, ext 123 theresem@sjtbcc.org 

Pastoral Asst. for Liturgy & Pastoral Care 

Laurie Moloney, ext 111 lauriem@sjtbcc.org  

Pastoral Asst. for Social Outreach and Advocacy                                                                              

Andrea Mendoza, ext 115 andream@sjtbcc.org  

Pastoral Asst. for Stewardship & Evangelization 

Anne Frederick, ext. 125  annef@sjtbcc.org 

Pastoral Asst. for Youth Ministry 5-12 
Chelsea Wilde, ext 110 chelseaw@sjtbcc.org 

  

  

mailto:jimc@sjtbcc.org


 FROM YOUR PASTOR  

Fr. Bill  

 
  Life Teen Mass Returns  
  September 19

th 

 
Next weekend the Sunday evening Life 
Teen Mass returns to its normal spot at 
5:30 PM.  I believe this Mass had been 
suspended since the outbreak of the 

Covid pandemic.   While part of our High School ministry, 
this Mass is open to all.  Adding a Mass is no small en-
deavor.  It takes many lay ministers, spread out now 
through four weekend Masses.   In adding a Sunday 
evening Mass we will need additional liturgical ministers 
at all our Masses: Lectors, Eucharistic ministers, servers, 
greeters/ushers, music ministers, soundboard & videog-
raphers, point persons.   (It would be nice to have an ex-
tra Presider, but the training program is a little more in-
tense – if any single males are interested…)  This week-
end at our Health & Ministry Fair, you can find more infor-
mation about these ministries and sign up. 
 
The return of our Life Teen Mass opens up more space 
to attend Mass in person.  We are still currently at 50 per-
cent of building capacity per Covid restrictions.   If you 
have not yet returned to in person participation at Mass, 
we do have room for you if you are ready to return.   
Masks are still required.  In addition, we continue to have 
sections in the church for social distancing. 
 
Catholics tend to sit in the same spot at church.  You may 
be a former Life Ten Mass goer who found a new spot at 
one of the other Masses.  If you are returning to Life 
Teen, bid your new pew mates a good bye this weekend 
and let them know they can find you at Life Teen.    
Spread the word about the return of the Life Teen Mass 
so we can reach out to those who attended this Mass in 
the past. 
 
Welcome back Life Teen Mass!   I know you have been 
missed. 

 

What has the Holy Spirit been 
calling you to?  If it's to hear the 
cries of the poor, St. Vincent de 
Paul would like you to join our 
family of Vincentians.  We hear 
the cries of the poor by helping 

them to keep a roof over their heads, keep 
them warm in the winter, feed a hungry stom-
ach, and more.  If this is your calling, please 
come and hear our stories on October 2 & 3 at 
all the masses at St. John the Baptist.  We will 
have Vincentians to answer all of your ques-
tions.  We hope you can be a part of our fami-
ly, a family who hears the cries of the poor.  

Blessing of Grandparents 
 
Lord God almighty, 
bless our grandparents with long life, 
happiness, and health. 
 
May they remain constant in your love 
and be living signs of your presence 
to their children and grandchildren. 
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Sunday, September 12, 2021  

Life Teen is Back and We Need Your Help! 
The Life teen Mass will resume on Sunday, Sept. 
19, at 5:30 pm. We need more liturgical ministers 
for this Mass. If you used to be a liturgical minister 
for Life Teen prior to COVID-19 and are interested 
in resuming your ministry, contact Laurie at lauri-
em@sjtbcc.org or 253-893-6685. Also, if you are 
interested in becoming a new liturgical minister, let 
Laurie know.  



 
 
 
 
 
Please pray for those who are sick:  
Gina Howell  
   
Please pray for those who have died :   
Your own special intentions   

STEWARDSHIP 

In this article, Certified Spiritual Director Gigi 
Eakins, shares with us why spiritual direction 
helps us in our journey toward becoming hap-
py, healthy and holy.  Please take a moment 
this weekend to stop by one of our parish min-
istry booths to learn some tips from our parish-

ioners with expertise in health education.  Also remember 
to fill out a ticket to win a gift prize!  

Spiritual Direction is an important part of my life. It gives 
me a listening person to help me notice and understand 
my experience of God during prayer and in my life. The 
Spiritual Director has the privilege of listening to the Holy 
Spirit at work in another person as they seek to under-
stand their experience of God, and to grow in loving God. 
But then, what is Spiritual Direction (SD)?  
There are various ways SD is defined. Fathers Barry and 
Connolly, both in the spirit of St. Ignatius of Loyola put it 
this way: SD is help given by one believer to another that 
enables the seeker to pay attention to God’s personal 
communication and to grow in intimacy with God. The 
focus is not on ideas but on the experience in one’s life 
and prayer of the ongoing personal relationship God has 
established with each one of us. Another way to put it is to 
accompany the seeker in helping tell the story of God’s 
relationship to them. A Director is trained to know the Holy 
Spirit is in charge and to help the other person notice 
where God is. Margaret Guenther says, the art of SD lies 
in listening to the other (the directee) tell of the obvious in 
their life and in realizing that everyday events are the 
means by which God tries to reach them. Bob Egan, SJ 
says: a SD is supposed to be a mentor, a companion, 
someone who pays attention to the directee’s interior life; 
who cares about the deeper self, the heart’s desires and 
dreams of mission. The SD helps interpret one’s ongoing 
experiences; and helps the directee learn the art of dis-
cernment, the knack of knowing which inner voices to 
trust and which to greet with some suspicion. 
Spiritual Direction has become essential to me over the 
years. I have a SD because prayer is important to me, as 
I have learned that the desires of my heart for God are 
given to me by God to draw closer in relationship. SD 
gives me a chance to talk with another person who is 
trained to help me notice what brings life to me and to be 
aware at other times of God’s invitation to understand and 
accept the suffering that comes. It helps me be more 
grateful every day for the great gift God’s love is for me! 
How does one find a spiritual director? Often a seeker 
knows someone who has been trained in SD and asks for 
suggestions. The search can begin with your pastor if you 
wish.  In Seattle there is an organization called the Igna-
tian Spirituality Center or ISC, with a Spiritual Direction 
Services Coordinator who will help locate a SD in your 
area that may suit your needs. Check out the website Ig-
natian Spirituality Center (ignatiancenter.org) or call: 206-
329-4824. Another place is to locate the St. Placid web-
site at St. Placid Priory; The Priory Spirituality Center 
(stplacid.org) and look what it says about getting a SD in 
the Benedictine way. A book by James Martin, SJ titled 
“Learning to Pray: A Guide for Everyone” is another help-
ful resource for prayer and life. 

This weekend, after our Masses, we are hoping all of you will 
join us outside to celebrate the gifts of our parish health educa-
tors and ministry programs.  We will have nine different ta-
bles you can visit and receive information about how to stay 
healthy, happy and holy across all ages and stages of life. 
Here are some of the resources we will be sharing: 

Proper fitting of bike helmets, car seats and backpacks 
How to age safely at home 
Planning for a family emergency  
Positive tips for family communication 
Accessing resources for senior citizens 
Spiritual health opportunities 
College admission guidance 
Healthy life choices  
Developmental milestones for young children 
Registration for October vaccination shots at the parish 

To save on paper, you will be able to download our re-
sources via a QR code.  We are excited about all of the new 
information we are continuing to add to our parish website:  
sjtbcc.org 
Additionally, each family participating will receive a free St. 

John the Baptist tote bag that you can use to pick up free 
books, religious item and other parish goodies.  

If you fill out a ticket with your name and phone number to 

let us know you are open to volunteering for one of our par-

ish ministry programs during the upcoming year, you will 

be entered to receive one of our nine gift baskets.  We will 

also have COVID safe snacks and drinks available. Come join 
in the fun! 

https://www.ignatiancenter.org/
https://www.ignatiancenter.org/
https://stplacid.org/
https://stplacid.org/


Life, Justice, Peace  

Next week our special collection will support the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development. More than thirty-

eight million people in the United States live in poverty. 

This collection supports programs that empower people 

to identify and address the obstacles they face as they 

work to bring permanent and positive change to their 

communities. Learn more about the Catholic Campaign 

for Human Development at www.usccb.org/cchd. 

During this third week of the Sea-
son of Creation, we dig into the 
symbol for the season. 
This year’s symbol, Abraham’s 

tent, signifies 
our commit-
ment to safe-
guard a  place 
for all who 
share our common home,  just as 
Abraham did in the Book of  Genesis. 

Abraham and Sarah opened their tent as a home for three 
strangers, who turned out to be God’s angels (Genesis 
18). By creating a home for all, their act of radical hospitali-
ty became a source of great blessing. Abraham’s tent is a 
symbol of our ecumenical call to practice creation care as 
an act of radical hospitality, safeguarding a place for all 
creatures, human and more human, in our common home, 
the household (oikos) of God.  
 
The tent is also a sign of simplicity. Particularly among 
young people, the tent and the backpack symbolize what 
is essential, sufficiency, living within our means, and trav-
elling lightly upon the earth. Like nomadic and semi-
nomadic people today, Abraham and Sarah knew what it 
meant to be vulnerable, depending upon the goodness of 
the land, respecting its rhythms, and living in trust. The 
tent is a sign of the grateful pilgrim who knows that as we 
pass through this life, our footprint must be light upon the 
Earth.  
 
Reflect upon your tent. In what way(s) is God calling you 
pitch your tent in the world? 

Share Your Story: If you have ways you care for  
creation, let us know!  
Do you grow your own food? Drive electric or use mass 
transit? Recycle or compost? tinyurl.com/
sjtbcreationcare 

 

• URGENT NEED - Child & 
Youth: 39 Volunteers needed to 
care for infants or to work with chil-
dren up to 12 years old while parents 

are in class. Volunteers especially needed in the evening 
at both locations. 

• Adult Education: Financial Empowerment: 6 vol-
unteers needed to teach classes or work one-on-one with 
parents to develop budgeting skills. 

• Adult Education, Workforce Development: 7 vol-
unteers needed to teach classes or work one-on-one with 
moms and dads building resumes, etc.  

• Front Desk/Reception: Greet visitors, answer 
phone, organize care closet, and various tasks supporting 
the business office. 5 volunteers needed for weekday 
shifts. 
Facilities (Maple Valley only) - 8 volunteers needed for 
weekly mowing, weeding, maintenance projects, painting, 
cleaning, etc. 
For more information or to volunteer... 
...in Kent, contact Shannon Fisher 
at shannonf@vinemapleplace.org or 253-893-6613 
...in Maple Valley, contact Lisa O'Leary at 
lisao@vinemapleplace.org or 425-432-2119 ext 104 

usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBWFY55wa9kJgCQjXNccFjlkSIYXGDiVbEi3Fm2fvFD5vglg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBWFY55wa9kJgCQjXNccFjlkSIYXGDiVbEi3Fm2fvFD5vglg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:shannonf@vinemapleplace.org
mailto:lisao@vinemapleplace.org


THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH 

Monday, Sept. 13  
Word & Communion, 9 am  
Tuesday,  Sept. 14 
Word & Communion, 9 am 
Wednesday, Sept.15 
Mass, 9 am 
Thursday, Sept 16  
Mass, 6:30 pm  
Friday, Sept. 17  
Word & Communion, 9 am 
Grupo de Oracion Crismatico “Divina Misericordia” ,   
Saturday, Sept. 18   
Confession, 4 pm 
Mass, 5:30 pm   
Sunday, Sept. 19  
Mass, 9 am,11:30 am and 5:30 pm   

 

Craft and Hobby Days are back!  Cele-
brate with us by coming to our first event 
in over 15 months to be held on Sept. 18, 
2021 from 10 am to 5 pm in the Multi-
Purpose rooms of the McMullen Cen-
ter.  Bring your own lunch and snack as 

we will not be sharing with others at this time.  Bring your 
favorite craft and supplies and be creative while catching 
up with other crafty friends.  For the protection of others 
and since we will be inside, masks are required.  If you 
can’t make it on Sept. 18

th
, we will also be meeting on 

Oct. 2
nd

 and Nov. 27
th
.  The Craft and Hobby Retreat will 

be back in January on the 14
th
 and 15

th
, so add those 

dates to your calendar.  Look for a full calendar of events 
in your email box soon.  If you have any questions or are 
new to these events, contact Nancy Moore in the parish 
office 253-630-0701 for more information. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
HAVE CHANGED 
 
MONDAY—FRIDAY  
   9 AM TO 4 PM 
SATURDAY—           
   10 AM TO 3 PM  



 


