
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church/Office:  
25810 156th Ave SE, Covington, WA 98042 
Phone: 253-630-0701 
E-Mail:  office@sjtbcc.org    Website: www.sjtbcc.org 
Our office is closed until the Stay Home order is lift-
ed. Please call or email us if you have questions or 
need assistance.  

 

         May 17, 2020 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF 

    ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 

 WELCOME 
Whether you’re a registered parishioner or first-time visitor, we hope you feel welcome.  

There are many ways to get involved. If you have any questions, please let one of our staff 
members know or call the parish office 253-630-0701 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Catholic Community of St. John the Baptist: Where stewardship is a way of life and the diversity 

of our gifts is used to answer Christ’s call to proclaim and live the Gospel. 
Gather in God’s Name, Grow in God’s Time, Go in God’s Spirit 

 FROM YOUR PASTOR  

 
I find the words of our gospel 
reading from John today (Sixth 
Sunday of Easter) quite consoling 
for this unsettling time. Jesus 
basically tells his disciples that he 
will not abandon them but will send 
them another Advocate to be with 
them always. This one who is 
promised is the Holy Spirit who will 

guide them on their journey of life. I have found it difficult 
to live with out human touch. I have grown to appreciate 
a hug, a pat on the shoulder. I have to remind myself that 
the time will come for embraces again.. In the meantime I 
take comfort in the knowledge that Jesus embraces me 
through his Spirit. May we show our love for one another 
through prayer and good wishes. Thank you for your 
emails and phone calls. May the Lord bless you in every 
way.     
             

   Fr. Jim  

  The sanctuary will be open for prayer 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 
1pm to 4pm. Please enter and exit 
through the office. No more than 10 
people will be able to enter at a time, 

and we ask that you wear a mask and stay at 
least 6 feet away from anyone not a part of your 
household, to reduce the risk of spreading in-
fection. 
Fr. Jim is hearing confessions on Saturdays 
4pm to 5 pm or by appointment.  

A Special Thank You to Scott Bader who provided  a per-
sonal witness as to how your gift to the Annual Catholic 
Appeal Campaign supports over 60 ministries and ser-
vices in Archdiocese. If you have already made your gift 
to the Appeal, thank you! If not, please return your pledge 
envelop today or donate online-the web address is on the 
pledge envelopes. 



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

2020 
  

 

For those who are sick: Shawn Coldwell, Clifford Behrens, 

Carol Brown, Jim Williamson, Marylea Brown and Alvie 

Paulek (aunt of Bonnie Sawyer) 

 

For those who have died: Dotty Cacchione (mother of Margie 

Battisti) 

Sixth Sunday of Easter: Philip understood very well 
Jesus’ words: “If you love me, you will dip my com-
mandments.” We learn of Philip’s devotion to prayer, 
evangelizing and healing in the region of Samaria; 
made up of communities that would not be very recep-
tive to the followers of Jesus. Philip is a model steward, 
living his discipleship day by day in the Lord without 
counting the cost. Good stewards summon the courage 
to proclaim the Lord no matter where they are, and to 
serve Him by ministering to others even under the most 
adverse of circumstances. As an Easter people, eager 
to rejoice in the Lord, let us reflect this week on how we 
are living out our own commitment to discipleship in 
Christ Jesus.  

STEWARDSHIP  

  

For those who have scheduled Mass Inten-

tions after March 15, 2020, we will resched-

ule them as soon as Fr. Jim is able to cele-

brate mass. We will contact you to resched-

ule.  

The annual Relay for Life event raising 
awareness and donations for cancer re-
search was scheduled for May 29/30 this 
year but due to current restrictions, it 
cannot go on as originally planned. This 
year, we are participating in a virtual walk 
and we encourage all parishioners to join 

us by spending an hour walking – wherever you are – on 
Saturday, May 30

th
 from 6 AM to 10 PM in honor of this 

event. During this time, as we practice social distancing to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19, let us also remember our 
loved ones that have been diagnosed with cancer – the 
survivors, those that have passed away, and those that 
are currently fighting. If you would like to sponsor our 
“virtual team,” please make a donation to St. John the 
Baptist with the designation for the Relay for Life. We will 
send one check to the American Cancer Society on be-
half of our parish. If you would like to create a Luminary to 
display at your home, we will have bags and candles on 
the LJP table in the Narthex. God Bless you all and Thank 
You.  
 

The Coronavirus has affected all of us in different ways! 
We have had to make changes with the way the bulletin is 
getting to all of our parishioners. LPi printers are not print-
ing our bulletin at this time. We have been doing it here at 
St. John’s. Yes, we have it on our website and also we 
send it by email to those with email addresses, but that 
still leaves us with 250 households that do not have email 
or access to a computer. They have been receiving it by  
bulk mail. The cost is starting to add up so it has been 
decided for now until our lives get back to a new normal 
we have to change our ways. This weekend the non com-
puter parishioners will still receive the bulletin by bulk 
mail.  So, your next bulletin by  bulk mail will be June 7th. 
We wish we didn’t have to do this but temporarily we 
must. If you have any questions or concerns please call 
us at 253-630-0701.  

Support Referendum 90 to Reject Comprehensive Sex 
Education  
In their letter dated 4/17/20, the Bishops of Washington 
state encouraged the gathering of signatures for Referen-
dum 90 to reject the new Comprehensive Sexual Educa-
tion bill requiring all state school to implement in grades K
-12 in the 20/21 school year. Several parishes in our area 
have "drive through" signing available.  Please see: 
https://www.informedparentsofwashington.com/?
lightbox=dataItem-k79nuyxo1  for places, dates and 
times for signing.  We need over 127k signatures by June 
2.  Contact Kathy Kernan of our parish if you have ques-
tions at k44fster@hotmail.com .    

Dear parishioners of St. John the 

Baptist,  

Thank you for your generosity in 

donating toward my Eagle Scout 

project. A walk way to the new 

fire pit.  In total, you donated 

$2,020, which was over our goal 

of $1,200. That was great, because the project actually ended 

up costing $1,837.37. You have all been so generous in your 

donations and the remaining funds and materials will be donat-

ed to the Church. My parents even surprised me by buying me 

a plaque to put in the concrete. You are welcome to go and see 

it if you'd like. I look forward to the day that we can gather and 

pray again. Thank You! 

 

Sincerely, 

Charles Wallace 

Eagle Candidate 

BSA Troop 594 

 



Our Source and Summit, The Eucharist 
Oh, how my heart pines for the sweet communion that 
awaits us when we once again will be able to receive the 
Eucharist!  I am sure that this, or a thought like it, has 
gone through your mind a time or two over these past two 
months.  As Catholics it is good to have this yearning 
within us, after all the Eucharist is our source of life, along 
with the summit (mountain top) experience of our faith 
journey (ccc 1324)!  As Fr. Ron Rolheiser writes in Our 
One Great Act of Fidelity, “Indeed the very word ‘Christ’ 
ultimately means divine reality inside of human flesh,” we 
believe that we receive the real presence of Jesus’ body 
and blood when we receive Eucharist.  No wonder that 
we yearn for this amazing gift Jesus gave to the church 
when he ritualized it (Matt. 26:26-28, Mark 14:22-24, 
Luke 22:19-20, 1Cor. 11:23-25) with his disciples.   “Lord 
Jesus, make our hearts even fonder toward this great 
Sacrament as we wait.” 
 
This past Friday the Bishops of Washington state began 
a conversation with Governor Inslee, specific to finding a 
way for Catholics to receive the Eucharist in a way that 
will keep all people safe and healthy during this pandem-
ic.  Archbishop Etienne put out a video message last 
week (https://vimeo.com/416006936/9d40846ce6) ad-
dressing this topic.  The conversation is how to keep all 
people safe, especially the most vulnerable, while holding 
the integrity of the Eucharist sacred!  We must do both at 
the same time!  As we wait, let us hold this conversation 
in prayer…to be good Catholics we must keep the issue 
of life central, especially the lives of the most vulnerable 
in society, and we must keep sacred the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist.  Both are priority!   
 
In the meantime, it is good for you and me to continue to: 

Be faithful in practicing our Catholic moral teachings 
of keeping sacred the gift of life at all ages.  We 
must continue to practice the healthy measures 
put out by the CDC (physical distancing, stay 
home/stay safe, wash hands, don’t touch face, 
etc), helping to keep the most vulnerable in socie-
ty alive/safe, and to keep the curve lowered for 
our health care workers. 

Pray that God blesses our scientists and doctors to 
find therapies and a vaccine for this virus. 

Pray for our leaders to find ways to help all people 
grow in finding ways to safely celebrate their 
faith. 

Ponder and pray for grace as we receive the spiritual 
Eucharist each week. 

Continue the discipline of celebrating mass via our 
screens as we wait to gather again at mass. 

 
This too will pass.  In the meantime, Jesus desires to 
dwell in each of our hearts right now.  Through prayer, 
ponder, meditation, and service we will discover more 
deeply that unconditional love poured out for each of us! 
 
God bless you all, 
Joan Williamson 

5
th

 Anniversary of “Laudato Si” 
In 2015, Pope Francis released Laudato Si, an encyclical 
addressing Care for Our Common Home. This year, as 
Laudato Si celebrates its 5

th
 anniversary, Pope Francis 

invites all people of good will to come together to respond 
to the message of the original encyclical to celebrate 
Laudato Si week from May 16

th
 to May 24

th
, the anniver-

sary of the release date. The USCCB has released a flyer 
(included in this weekend’s bulletin) highlighting various 
themes of the document as well as ways you can re-
spond to the call.  Additionally, a number of organizations 
have come together to celebrate Laudato Si Week – an 
online platform filled with resources, prayers, and even a 
number of free events via Zoom where you can join other 
Catholics throughout the world in honoring, caring, and 
protecting our common home. 

Rosary for Vulnerable Migrant Populations 
During this month of May, honoring Mary through devo-
tion to the Rosary, Justice for Immigrants, through the 
USCCB, has released a Rosary for Vulnerable Migrant 
Populations. This can be prayed over the course of a 
week with each day focusing on a special population: 
Monday (Child Migrants), Tuesday (Refugees), Wednes-
day (Victims of Trafficking), Thursday (Migrant Families), 
and Friday (Asylum Seekers).  

SVDP Store Donations 
If you have any clothing, electronics, or household items 
in good condition and are looking to donate them, the St. 
Vincent de Paul store in Renton (575 Rainier Ave N, Ren-
ton, 98057) will begin receiving donations Tuesdays 
through Saturday from 10 AM to 3 PM.  

Masks 
We are working to provide masks to local organizations 
including KentHope and Vine Maple Place for vulnerable 
individuals in our community. If you have masks that you 
would like to contribute to this cause, please drop them 
off at the parish office or contact Andrea 
(andream@sjtbcc.org) to coordinate pick up. Also, if you 
cannot contribute masks, but would like to donate sup-
plies (fabric, elastic, thread), please let us know! Also, we 
would like to send a huge THANK YOU to everyone who 
has already donated masks to provide much needed sup-
port to those in need. 

Food Bank Spotlight: Maple Valley Food BankFor 
those that live within Maple Valley or Black Diamond city 
limits or within the boundaries of the Tahoma School Dis-
trict.  

Located at 21415 Renton-Maple Valley Rd SE, Maple 

Valley, WA 98038 

FAITH FORMATION COMMUNITY RESOURCES  



 

Please Support The Advertisers On Our Bulletin As They Make It Possible For Us To Have A Bulletin Each Week 



 

“Praise be to you, my Lord.”  
“LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord.” These are the words that open Pope Francis’ encyc-

lical on ecology and care for God’s creation. These words, quoting St. Francis of Assisi’s beautiful canticle, re-

mind us that our common home is like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who 

opens her arms to embrace us.  

Pope Francis’ encyclical letter Laudato Si’ was released in June 2015. Five years later, in 2020, Pope Francis in-

vited all Catholics and people of good will to celebrate its fifth anniversary by protecting families and future 

generations through action to care for our common home. Here are themes that Pope Francis highlighted in 

Laudato Si’ which require our urgent response today.  

• A Moral and Spiritual Challenge. The ecological crisis, Pope Francis writes, is a summons to profound interior 

conversion—to renew our relationships with God, one another, and the created world.  

• Care for God’s Creation. God created the world and entrusted it to us as a gift. Now we have the responsibil-

ity to care for and protect it and all people, who are part of creation. Protecting human dignity is strongly 

linked to care for creation.  

• We are All Connected. We are connected to the rest of the human family, to the created world, and to those 

who will come after us in future generations.  

• Impact on the Poor. People in poverty have contributed least to climate change, yet they are disproportion-

ately impacted by it. As a result of excessive use of natural resource by wealthy nations, those who are poor 

experience pollution, lack of access to clean water, hunger, and more.  

• Called to Solidarity. We are one human family and have a shared responsibility for others and for creation. 

Wealthy countries have a responsibility to reduce consumption of non-renewal resources and should help 

poorer nations develop in sustainable ways.  

• Technological and economic development must serve human beings and enhance human dignity, instead of 

creating an economy of exclusion, so that all people have access to what is needed for authentic human de-

velopment.  

• Supporting Life, Protecting Creation. Concern for nature is incompatible with failure to protect vulnerable 

human beings, such as unborn children, people with disabilities, or victims of human trafficking.  

• A Time to Act. Pope Francis calls for a change in lifestyle and consumption. We can make important changes 

as individuals, families, and communities, and as civil and political leaders.  

• Hope and Joy. “Injustice is not invincible” (no. 74) and we act knowing that we seek to live out God’s vision 

of renewed relationships with God, ourselves, one another, and creation.  

 



How You Can Respond  
Each of us are called to take concrete steps – from reducing consumption to working for political change – to better care 
for creation. Here are some ideas.  
1. Become more aware of our connectedness. Care for one another and creation includes understanding that 
“everything is connected” (no. 91) and that the economy, politics, community involvement, and technology all affect the 
future of the planet and humankind. How can we become more aware of our connectedness?  

2. Changes to lifestyle and consumption habits can make a big difference. For example, get a re-usable water bottle, 
take shorter showers, walk, bike or take public transportation instead of driving, recycle, compost food waste, and buy 
energy efficient appliances.  

3. Make changes institutionally at your parish, school, or workplace. For example, start recycling and composting, use 
washable dinnerware in cafeterias, share electronically instead of printing, do an energy audit, and install solar panels.  

4. Support local efforts to solve environmental problems. Community groups around the country are working to make 
city, county, and state-wide changes that can make a big difference. Find out what is going on locally and get involved.  

5. Contact your members of Congress to share Pope Francis’ message and urge action to address climate change.  
 
Prayer          
        
Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love,   Enlighten those who posses power and money 
teach us to contemplate you      that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 
in the beauty of the universe,      that they may love the common good, 
for all things speak of you.      advance the weak, and care for this world in  
Awaken our praise and thankfulness     which we live. 
for every being that you have made.     The poor and the earth are crying out. 
Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined    O Lord, seize us with your power and light, 
to everything that is.       Help us to protect all life, 
        to prepare for a better future, 
God of love, show us our place in this world   for the coming of your Kingdom 
As channels of your love     of justice, peace, love and beauty.        
creatures of this earth,                  Praise be to you! 
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.   Amen  
       
     
         Excerpted from “A Christian prayer in union with 
         creation.” in Laudato Si’, no. 246 
          
                      
           
 

 

 

For More Information  

• U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops webpage on Environment and Environmental Justice (www.usccb.org/

environment)  

• Catholic Climate Covenant (www.catholicclimatecovenant.org)  

• WeAreSaltAndLight.org  

 


